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Background on
Puget Sound Gateway Program



Puget Sound Gateway Program Purpose

e Essential connections to the ports of Tacoma
and Seattle.

e Ensure people and goods move more reliably
through the Puget Sound region.

 Enhance the state's economic competitiveness
by connecting the state's largest ports to key
distribution centers.



Puget Sound Gateway Program Expressways

Tolled Expressways on SR 509 and
SR 167 will manage traffic and help
fund construction and ongoing
maintenance of the roadways.

Tolling on the first portion of the
SR 509 Expressway began in late
September 2025.

Tolling on the first two miles of the
SR 167 Expressway is scheduled to
begin in December 2026.

The Commission adopted toll rates
for both facilities in June 2025,
with intent to have low income
policies in place by the opening of
the SR 167 Expressway in 2026.

SR 509 Expressway SR 167 Expressway

0 O

The SR 509 Expressway will extend The SR 167 Expressway will extend from N
from South 188t Street in Burien to I-5 Meridian Ave. in Puyallup to I-5 in Fife and
in SeaTac near South 212t Street. from I-5 to SR 509 near the port of Tacoma.

Proposed low income toll rate policies anticipated to take effect in December 2026
starting with the portions circled in green.




Puget Sound Gateway Program Funding

$2.44B state funding

Includes federal funding
($1.05B) which is
allocated by the state

$143.9M local
contribution

Includes $20M
of the INFRA
grant
TOLLS
$213.2M
toll funding
FEDERAL
$73.7M
INFRA Grant

Current funding: $2.83B



Low Income Toll Discount Proposal



Legislative Direction to Implement

Following the Commission’s initial stated intent in spring 2025 to proceed with
implementing a system-wide low income program by 2026, the Legislature included
the following direction in the 2025-27 Transportation Budget to the Commission:

(5) The commission shall partner with the department of transportation to design and
implement a toll relief program based upon income qualification. Implementation must
start with facilities where tolling begins in fiscal year 2026 or later. The commission shall
work with the department of transportation to assess potential impacts of extending the
toll relief program based upon income qualification to existing tolled facilities that opened
prior to fiscal year 2026. The assessment, at a minimum, must determine potential impacts
to meeting current financial and legal requirements in place for each facility. The
commission, in partnership with the department of transportation, shall provide annual
updates on the program to the transportation committees of the legislature.



Proposed Low Income Toll Discount Policies
The Commission is proposing the following low income toll discount policies,
beginning with the SR 509 and SR 167 Expressways:

e Discount: 50% discount of the applicable Good To Go! pass toll rate (two-axle vehicles)

e Eligibility Criteria: Household income no more than 200% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL)

If this proposal is approved by the Commission, WSDOT will begin engagement and
enrollment for the program this fall.

Note: In June 2026, the Washington State Office of the State Treasurer presented analysis that
confirmed implementation of the proposal will not require a change to existing toll rates and
policies for the SR 509 and SR 167 Expressways.




Federal Poverty Level (FPL)

The FPL is commonly used to determine eligibility for governmental benefit programs
like Medicaid. These federal guidelines are issued annually and set the income limits
for many need-based programs, helping determine who qualifies for assistance. The
guidelines are adjusted for inflation each year and vary by household size.

200% of the 2026 FPL is as follows:

Household Size Monthly Income Annual Income
1 S 2,660 $31,920
2 S 3,607 S 43,280
3 S 4,553 S 54,640
4 S 5,500 S 66,000
5 S 6,447 $ 77,360
6 S 7,393 S 88,720
7 S 8,340 $ 100,080
8 $9,287 $111,440



WSDOT Program Implementation
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Eligibility Determination

If the program is approved, WSDOT will operate it and will request documentation
from customers demonstrating their household income is no more than 200% FPL or
are enrolled in an eligible income-qualified program.

Examples of these programs include those administered by:
 Washington State Department of Social and Health Services
 Washington State Health Care Authority

 Washington State Department of Health

e King County Metro (Orca Lift Program)

e United States Social Security Administration
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Anticipated Enrollment Process for Customer

Customers would need to submit two pieces of documentation to WSDOT — either
online or by mail:

 Proof that they meet income eligibility requirements

e Vehicle registration

WSDOT will approve enrollment in the program if:
e The proof of income eligibility meets program requirements
* Name on proof of income eligibility matches vehicle registration

* Vehicle is registered in Washington

If approved, enrollment would be valid for 12 months after approval.
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Summary of Public Input
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WSTC Public Engagement

The WSTC provided the following opportunities for the public to learn about the low
income toll discount policies under consideration and to provide comments:

e Online Open House: June 22 —July 10
e June WSTC Meeting: Wednesday, June 17, 3pm
e Virtual Public Input Meeting: Tuesday, July 7, 6:30pm

e WSTC Webpage / TransC Public Inbox
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Online Open House

Between June 22 and July 10, the WSTC hosted an Online Open House for the purpose
of:

e Sharing information on the low income toll discount policies under consideration; and
e Offering the public an opportunity to provide comments on them.

During this time, over 4,100 comments were provided from over 1,700 individuals. This
included:

e 1,566 comments regarding offering a 50% discount off the Good To Go! toll rates for two-
axle vehicles

e 1,288 comments regarding the eligibility requirement of household income no more than
200% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL)

e 1,249 “general feedback” comments
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Online Open House
Key Respondent Metrics

Household Race and Place of
Income Ethnicity Residence
862 respondents provided HH 740 respondents provided 706 respondents provided
income information. Of these: information on their racial or valid zip code information. Of
' : : these:
- 8% under $30,000 ethnic background. Of these ese
=  71% identified as white / =  73% from King or Pierce
18% 530,000-575,000 Caucasian only County
" 28% 575,000-5150,000 = 29% people of color* = 27% from other areas
= 10% $150,000-$200,000 throughout Washington
state

= 19% over $200,000

=  About 12% with a HH
income below about 200%
of the FPL

* People of color defined as those who self-identified as either American Indian or Alaskan Native/Indigenous, Asian or Asian American, Black or African
American, Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, or other.
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Online Open House
Comment Themes

Based on a sampling of the comments, the following themes emerged:

e Overall, comments reflected more support than opposition for the proposed low
income toll discount policies.

e Some respondents in support recommended changes:
O Expanding the program to additional toll facilities
O Increasing the discount amount and/or income eligibility threshold
O Implementing a tiered discount structure

e Among those opposed, the most common themes were:
O Fairness among all users of the toll system and a preference for consistent toll rates
Funding concerns and impacts on toll rates
Concerns regarding fraud prevention
Concerns regarding impacts on congestion

O O O
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TransC Public Inbox

149 emails were also received. This included:

52 emails which voiced support for the proposed low income toll discount
66 emails which voiced opposition to the proposed low income toll discount
18 other emails which didn’t clearly state support or opposition

13 emails with questions for follow up

18



Next Steps

19



Schedule Going Forward

Today: Final Public Hearing and Adoption

Fall 2026: If the program is approved by the Commission, WSDOT program
engagement and enrollment for the program.

December 2026: If approved, the low income toll discount program is
implemented on the SR 167 and SR 509 Expressways.

2027 and Beyond: Monitor and assess program performance.
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Thank youl!

Questions? Contact us at
transc@wstc.wa.gov
360.705.7070

Follow us on Social Media:


mailto:transc@wstc.wa.gov
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonStateTransportationCommission/
https://www.instagram.com/watransportationcommission/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/washington-state-transportation-commission
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