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Chair Debbie Young opened the meeting at 9 a.m. with introductions by Commission members
and staff, an overview of the agenda, and meeting protocols.

Agenda Item 2:
Commission Business

- May Meeting Summary
- Officer Elections

An Officer Nominating Committee consisting of Chair Young and Commissioner Kelly
Fukai presented a slate of nominees, recommending Commissioner Jim Restucci for
Chair and Commissioner JC Baldwin for Vice-Chair.

Presentation: There was no associated presentation.

For more detail on agenda item 2, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at
00:07:05, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: Commissioners approved the May Meeting Summary for web posting and distribution.

Chair Young moved that Vice-Chair Restucci be named Chair and that Commissioner Baldwin
be named Vice-Chair, effective on July 1, 2026; Commissioner Fukai seconded the motion. The
motion passed 6-0 with Commissioner Grant excused.

Follow-Up: None at this time.
Agenda Item 3:
Local Welcome

Presenters:

e John Stanfill, Mayor, City of Kalama
e Susan Eugenis, County Engineer, Cowlitz County


https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026061068&startStreamAt=431

For the city of Kalama, transportation planning has been essential for economic
development, safety, housing, tourism, and quality of life. The city has been focused on
pedestrian safety, walkability, and downtown connectivity to ensure both residents and
visitors can move safely throughout the city. Funding from the state’s Transportation
Improvement Board and the city’s Transportation Benefit District have been integral in
funding projects to expand pedestrian accessibility. Transportation challenges include
maintaining connectivity across Interstate 5 and the BNSF rail corridor, improving flood
resistance through coordinated stormwater infrastructure, and expanding multimodal
transportation options. A transit feasibility study is a crucial first step. Cowlitz County is
focused on improving rural mobility, addressing fish passage barriers, and making bridge
improvements through funding available through state partnerships.

Presentation: There was no associated presentation.

For more detail on agenda item 3, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at
00:11:32, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None
Follow-Up: None at this time.

Agenda Item 4:
Overview of the Transportation System

Presenters:

Reema Griffith, Executive Director, Washington State Transportation Commission
Carl See, Deputy Director, Washington State Transportation Commission

Paula Reeves, Senior Policy Analyst, Washington State Transportation Commission
Aaron Halbert, Financial Analyst, Washington State Transportation Commission

The Washington State Transportation Commission staff provided an overview of the state
transportation system, funding structure, and key Commission roles.

Presentation: Transportation Update

For more detail on agenda item 4, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at
00:21:07, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None
Follow-Up: None at this time.

Agenda Item 5:
Public Comment

Sharon Nassett, Clark County — Businesses are not showing up to support the Interstate 5 Bridge
Replacement project. Freedom of Information Act requests for documents that show the seismic
vulnerability of the bridge and justification for bridge replacement have turned up nothing from


https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026061068&startStreamAt=692
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2026-06-17-BP4-TransportationUpdate.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026061068&startStreamAt=1269

several agency partners of the Interstate Bridge Replacement Program. Would like to see a
presentation on the need for bridge replacement at future meeting.

Jennifer Wills, City Manager, City of Longview — Curious about the effect of Road Usage
Charging on medium- and heavy-duty vehicles. It’s important for government and businesses to
understand whether there would be programs to exempt certain vehicles to ensure there is no
negative impact on economic development as the state looks at new ways to fund transportation.

Presentation: There was no associated presentation.

For more detail on agenda item 5, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at
00:46:38, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None
Follow-Up: None at this time.

Agenda Item 6
Regional Transportation: The Big Picture

Presenter:

e Bill Fashing, Executive Director, Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments

The Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments serves as the Metropolitan Planning
organization in the Cowlitz County region, helping its 36 member entities address problems
that don’t stop at city limits, county lines or special district boundaries. It also serves as the
lead agency for the Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Planning
Organization. Key priorities for the organization and its members include improving and
eventually replacing the Lewis and Clark Bridge, developing parallel transportation routes
to improve system redundancy and emergency access, expanding regional bicycle and
pedestrian networks, and advancing long-term transportation resilience planning. Hazards
in the area include earthquakes, flooding, landslides, volcanic activity, wildfires, sea level
rise, and more. There is a need to strengthen infrastructure resilience and emergency
preparedness. Other work includes safety initiatives through the Target Zero program, and
mobility management efforts to improve transportation access for seniors, veterans, and
people with disabilities. Regional coordination to enhance transit connectivity and
multimodal transportation options is ongoing.

Presentation: Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments Regional Update

For more detail on agenda item 6, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at
00:55:14, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None
Follow-Up: None at this time.


https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026061068&startStreamAt=2798
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2026-06-17-BP6-Cowlitz-Wahkiakum-CouncilofGovernments-RegionalUpdate.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026061068&startStreamAt=3314

Agenda Item 7:
Transportation Needs and Priorities of Cowlitz County and Its Cities

Presenters:

Kelly Rasmussen, Public Works Director, City of Kalama

Riley Bunnell, Public Works Director, City of Woodland

Chris Collins, Public Works Director, City of Longview

Tyler Stone, Public Works Director, City of Castle Rock

Mike Kardas, Community Development Director and City Engineer,
City of Kelso

Susan Eugenis, County Engineer, Cowlitz County

Cities in the region are working to improve safety and mobility along the Interstate 5
corridor amid population and economic growth. Priorities are addressing congestion at key
interchanges, working to improve freight movement, and expanding multimodal access.
Cities and Cowlitz County are dealing with the impacts of flooding, landslides, fish passage
requirements, and aging infrastructure on transportation resilience. Sustained investment
and coordinated regional planning are needed to address the challenges. Major projects in
cities in the region include interchange improvements, bypass routes, evacuation and
emergency access planning, pedestrian safety enhancements, bridge and culvert
replacements, industrial access improvements, and roadway modernization. Challenges
include limited funding, lengthy permitting processes, and increasing construction costs.
Strong partnerships among local governments, WSDOT, and state and federal funding
programs continue to be essential to advancing transportation priorities across the region.

Presentation: There was no associated presentation.

For more detail on agenda item 7, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at
01:45:18, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None
Follow-Up: None at this time.

Agenda Item 8:
Growing Transit Services Throughout the Region

Presenter:

Jim Seeks, Transit Manager, RiverCities Transit

RiverCities Transit presented an overview of its history, operations, and future priorities.
Transit service originated with the cities of Longview and Kelso before the Cowlitz Transit
Authority was established in 1987 to oversee operations and funding through a local sales
tax, which has since increased from 0.1 percent to 0.3 percent. Rebranded as RiverCities
Transit, the system provides nearly 300,000 fixed-route passenger trips a year and contracts
to provide ADA paratransit service. Operating from the downtown Longview Transit
Center, the agency provides weekday service with reduced Saturday operations throughout
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https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026061068&startStreamAt=6318

Longview and Kelso, as well as commuter routes to Rainier, Oregon, and Vancouver,
Washington. The Cowlitz Transit Authority serves as the taxing authority, while the City
of Longview is the grant recipient, supporting a $9.9 million operating and capital budget
(2026) funded through local sales tax revenue, state and federal grants, and passenger fares.
Partnerships with regional transit providers improve regional connectivity. Looking ahead,
RiverCities Transit is working to expand service to major employment centers such as the
Port of Longview and the new Amazon facility in Kelso, while addressing ongoing
challenges related to topography, rising capital costs, and securing sustainable funding
beyond the Move Ahead Washington program.

Presentation: RiverCities Transit

For more detail on agenda item 8, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at
02:55:45, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None
Follow-Up: None at this time.

Agenda Item 9:
Low Income Toll Discount Program — Financial Analysis Update

Presenters:

Carl See, Deputy Director, Washington State Transportation Commission
Jason Richter, Deputy Treasurer — Debt Management, Washington State Office of the
State Treasurer

The Commission received a financial update on the SR 509 and SR 167 Expressways as
part of the Puget Sound Gateway Program, with a focus on the potential impacts of
implementing a proposed low-income toll discount program. Tolling began on the first
segment of the SR 509 Expressway in September 2025, while tolling on the first two miles
of the SR 167 Expressway is scheduled to begin in December 2026, when the proposed
low-income discount program would also take effect. Financial performance on the SR 509
Expressway has exceeded expectations, with toll transactions running 11 percent above
forecast and revenues 17 percent above forecast. Costs associated with required business
interruption insurance and the potential savings from the planned self-insurance approach
continue to be evaluated. The Office of the State Treasurer presented a financial analysis
comparing scenarios with and without the proposed low-income discount, finding that
while the discount would reduce toll revenues by an average of 10.6 percent over the life
of the bonds, projected revenues would remain sufficient to cover project costs and meet
all debt obligations. A risk that comes with the low-income tolling program is that if toll
revenues don’t come in as projected, particularly in the first five years of the program when
funds are tighter, the Commission may need to make rate adjustments.

Presentations: Gateway Expressways Program and Financial Introduction

Gateway Tolling Update

For more detail on agenda item 9, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at
03:19:12, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None


https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2026-06-17-BP8-RiverCitiesTransit.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026061068&startStreamAt=10545
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2026-06-17-BP9a-GatewayExpresswaysProgramandFinancialIntroduction.pdf
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2026-06-17-BP9b-GatewayTollingUpdate.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026061068&startStreamAt=11952

Follow-Up: None at this time.

Agenda Item 10:
Transportation Update from the Cowlitz Indian Tribe

Presenters:

Dean Reynolds, Transportation Director, Cowlitz Indian Tribe
Amanda Lomasney, Assistant Transportation Director, Cowlitz Indian Tribe
Josh Reynolds, Transportation Manager, Cowlitz Indian Tribe

Through its public works and transportation programs, the Cowlitz Indian Tribe is working
to become a regional and statewide leader in clean energy and environmental stewardship.
The tribe has won over $40 million in clean energy and transportation grants, and it has
installed over 50 Electrical Vehicle stations as well as solar arrays that power multiple
facilities. The Tribal Transportation Program includes 11 Cowlitz County routes and is
funded through competitive federal funding and grants. While funds are limited, there are
opportunities to partner with local jurisdictions to leverage tribal transportation funding for
shared infrastructure projects, emergency response, and roadway improvements. The tribe
has partnered with WSDOT, the City of Longview, and others on such projects. The tribe
offers a free public transit service, which provides door-to-door transportation throughout
Cowlitz, Lewis, and Clark counties, with a primary focus on connecting rural residents to
medical appointments and other essential services.

Presentation: Cowlitz Indian Tribe Transportation Update

For more detail on agenda item 10, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at
03:51:46, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None
Follow-Up: None at this time.

Agenda Item 11:
Washington State Department of Transportation — Southwest Region Update

Presenter:

Devin Reck, Interim Region Administrator, Southwest Region, Washington State
Department of Transportation

The Southwest Region includes seven counties, 2,600 lane miles of state highways, 400
bridges, and six Columbia River border bridges jointly maintained with Oregon. Aging
bridge structures in need of replacement include the SR 500 Yale Bridge, the I-5 East Fork
Lewis River Bridge, and the SR 4 Abernathy Creek Bridge. Challenges for the region
include aging maintenance facilities requiring asbestos abatement and electrical upgrades,
aging fleet and equipment, and damage to roadways and equipment caused by third parties.
The Southwest Region is the only WSDOT region with a Traffic Management Center co-
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https://ftp.wsdot.wa.gov/public/wstc/Permanent-web-files/Item%2010-Cowlitz%20Indian%20Tribe%20Transportation%20Update.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026061068&startStreamAt=13906

located with Washington State Patrol, improving incident response, resource coordination,
and traffic signal management to reduce congestion. Additional updates shared included
details on $2 million in state funding to enhance wrong-way driver detection systems, a
legislatively funded vessel collision risk assessment for Lower Columbia River bridges
following the Francis Scott Key Bridge collapse, and a 2026 construction program heavily
focused on asset preservation, with 15 of the region’s 18 planned projects dedicated to
preserving existing infrastructure.

Presentation: WSDOT Southwest Region Overview

For more detail on agenda item 11, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at
04:27:14, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None
Follow-Up: None at this time.

Agenda Item 12:
Commission Business

Commissioners shared the following reflections and recommendations from the meeting:

Commissioner Fukai reflected on her six years of service, expressing confidence in the
Commission’s continued work, particularly in advancing a Road Usage Charge (RUC)
Program.

The presentations and tour provided valuable insight into the transportation needs,
infrastructure investments, and partnerships across Southwest Washington.

Appreciation for the legislators who invested two days touring the region and listening to
the presentations with the Commission to see the work going on and to strengthen
relationships.

Chair Young thanked commissioners and staff for their support during her tenure and
expressed confidence in the Commission's incoming leadership, while commissioners
offered their appreciation for her service and leadership

Presentation: There was no associated presentation.

For more detail on agenda item 12, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at
04:54:18, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None
Follow-Up: None at this time.


https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2026-06-17-BP11-WSDOT-SouthwestRegionOverview.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026061068&startStreamAt=16034
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026061068&startStreamAt=17658

Agenda Item 13:
Public Comment
Low-Income Toll Discount Program

Presenter:

e Carl See, Deputy Director, Washington State Transportation Commission

A review of the Puget Sound Gateway Program, tolling on the SR 509 and SR 167
Expressways, and the legislative directive to design and implement a low-income toll
discount program was shared. The low-income toll discount program proposal calls for a
50 percent discount on the applicable Good To Go! toll rate on two-axle vehicles.
Eligibility would be limited to those with a household income no more than 200 percent of
the Federal Poverty Level. If the proposal is approved by the Commission, WSDOT would
begin enrollment for the program in Fall 2026. WSDOT would rely on documentation
provided by the customer from other agencies that have already verified their household
income is no more than 200 percent of the Federal Poverty Level.

No public comments were received.

Presentation: Low-Income Toll Discount

For more detail on agenda item 13, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at
05:03:57, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None
Follow-Up: None at this time

Chair Young adjourned the meeting at 3:30 p.m.

The next meeting will be a virtual public input meeting on the low-income toll proposal on July
7, followed by the virtual monthly meeting on July 21-22, 2026.


https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2026-06-17-BP13-Low-IncomeTollDiscount.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026061068&startStreamAt=18237
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