
Transit in Longview & Kelso
Longview Public Service Company

Early photos courtesy of Longview Public Library



Transit Timeline
September 1922: Longview Public 
Service Company bus #1 goes into 
service 

November 1924: 8 buses operate 
16 hours per day 

(c. 1945-1955) Name changes to 
Longview-Kelso Bus Company

1964: Sold by Long-Bell to private 
providers 



CUBS Comes to the Rescue

June 1975: City of Longview with City 
of Kelso support commences 
emergency bus service.

September 1975: Longview purchases 
Longview-Kelso Bus Company; 
renamed Community Urban Bus 
Service (CUBS).

1987: The Cowlitz Transit Authority 
(CTA) formed as a PTBA



RiverCities Transit 
We’re here to get you there!



RiverCities LIFT
ADA Paratransit



RiverCities 
Transit

Lobby  Hours 
Monday-Friday 8:00 am – 5:00 pm

Bus Service Hours
Monday – Friday 6:30 am – 7:00 pm
Saturday             8:00 am – 6:00 pm

1135 12th Ave Longview, WA



Agency Overview

To enhance the quality of life in our area, the 
Cowlitz Transit Authority provides safe, reliable 
and efficient transit services that link people, 
jobs and communities. 
Cowlitz Transit Authority Mission, 2009



 

RiverCities Transit Service Area 

• RiverCities Transit has 11 bus routes (30, 31, 32, 33, 44, 45, 46, 57, 411, 433, 511) 
• Service  Area covers from West Longview to Corduroy in Kelso. Commuter bus service to Rainier and Vancouver 
• Routes are color coded 
• Zoom in to see bus stop’s locations and departure times within the next two hours 
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· Service  Area covers from West Longview to Corduroy in Kelso. Commuter bus service to Rainier and Vancouver

· Routes are color coded

· Zoom in to see bus stop’s locations and departure times within the next two hours

RiverCities Transit Service Area
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2026 Funding
Capital & Operating Budget $9,980,118

$5,917,986$2,164,948

$1,499,050

$199,221

$172,940

$3,314 $22,659

2026 Estimated Revenues

Local PTBA Sales Tax WSDOT Federal Grants Investment Interest  Fares LCC Ridership Agreement Other Income



Regional Transportation Partners



New Services
Outside PTBA

Route 411

• Longview to Beacon Hill & 
Lexington, 8 trips per day

• Fixed Route with ADA 
deviations

• Original funding: CTA and 
Regional Mobility Grant

• Current funding: CTA and 
Transit Support Grant

Route 433

• Longview Transit Center to 3 
stops in Rainier, OR

• Commuter bus route, 4 trips 
daily

• Funding: CTA, City of Rainier 
and Federal funds via ODOT



Route 511
• Longview, Kalama, Woodland, Cowlitz Tribe 

Reservation (ilani) & Vancouver, 5 trips per day
• Continuing 20+ years of prior non-profit service 

otherwise scheduled to end June 30, 2025
• Crucial I-5 link; no Greyhound or Flix service
• Funding: CTA and WSDOT via budget proviso

New Services
(continued)



• Citizen interest in 
extending service 
hours

• Port of Longview 
employers and new 
Amazon warehouse 

• Serving outlying 
communities

Opportunities



Challenges

• Unique issues: high water 
table & topography

• Increase service 
responsively yet cost 
effectively

• Rising capital expenses
• Continued State funding 

beyond Move Ahead WA



Equitable, connected, and barrier-free mobility for 
all people in Cowlitz County.

Robbie’s story:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OC4RCnH82fg&t=13s

Questions?
Jim Seeks, Transit Manager

Jim@RCTransit.org

Vision

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OC4RCnH82fg&t=13s
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