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The Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments
was formed in 1961 and serves 36 member entities—
including cities, counties, ports, and school districts—
all working together to solve problems that don’t stop
at city limits, county lines or special district

boundaries.

We are a voluntary, joint governmental
agency dedicated to enhancing regional
quality of life.



Metropolitan Planning Organization




Southwest
Washington
Regional
Transportation
Planning
Organization




Long-Range Priorities - Metropolitan
Planning Area

» Lewis and Clark Bridge Replacement

» Lewis and Clark Bridge Safety Improvements

» Development and Improvement of Parallel Routes to I-5
» Lewis River Bridge West of I-5 in Woodland Bottoms

» Resilience and Hazard Mitigation




Lewis and Clark Bridge Replacement

» Construction completed in
1929

» Handling 25,000 trips per
day

» 25% of daily trip are trucks



Lewis and Clark Bridge Replacement




Lewis and Clark Bridge Short Term
Improvements

» WSDOT Bridge Preservation and Maintenance
Plan

» Air Gap Sensors

» Realigning Shipping Channel

» Vessel Impact Study

» Requested - emergency gates for road closures




Lewis River Crossing
- Clark County
Connector

» Initial feasibility
Conducted

»Additional Study
Needed




|-5 Parallel Routes

» No existing parallel route connecting Clark County
to Cowlitz County on the west side of I-5

» No existing parallel route between Kalama and
Woodland for truck traffic, with limited viability
for vehicular traffic on the east side of I-5

» Limited routes in north county and into Lewis
County



SiIX Rivers Regional
Trail - Kalama to
Woodland Connection
Preferred Alignment

First Step Toward A Parallel
Route?




Resilience and Hazard Mitigation

Transportation Resilience Improvement Plan is Underway

Goals of the planning process

» Identify scope of challenges

» Develop initial mitigation priorities
» Create a long-term project list



Resiliency Planning First Steps: Threat Assessment

Geologic Weather
Earthquakes Heat
Liquefaction High Winds

Landslides Wildfire

Rockslides/Falls Rain / Snow
Lahars Floods
Volcanic Sea Level Rise
Coastal Subsidence Debris Flows
Tsunami
Human Caused

Settlement Patterns Bad Engineering/Design Choices

Cultural Choices Dam Failures




Nationally, TRIP Focuses on Critical Risks \

In That Region
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Resilience and Hazard Mitigation
Cowlitz County (partial) Documented Landslides




I-5 Landslide Activity




SW Washington’s Hazards Landscape

Volcanoes, Lahars, Earthquakes, Liquefaction, Landslides, Rock Falls, Tsunamis, Flooding, Wind-Storms, Wildfires,
Atmospheric Rivers, Rain on Snow Events, Sea Level Rise, Dam Failures, Levee Failures




P‘.r '-'.”-’ _‘ 5 :

“Washington is not W&
resilient to the
current climate - let
alone the climate
Impacts we will feel
INn the future”

Guillaume Mauger (UW Climate Impacts Group)

Wahkiakum County - Rosberg Community Hall - Dec. 10, 2025
Source: Chinook Observer




Resiliency Impacts

Interstate 5 and the BNSF/ Union
Pacific mainline act as large
linear dams across a landscape of
canyons and rivers, creating:

 Heightened Flood Risk

 Overwhelmed Culverts

* |nundated Local Road

e Interruption to Rail and
Emergency Services




(inflation-adjusted) _




Recent Landslides and Debris Flows
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Transportation Impacts

# of Bridge Failures in Cowlitz and
Wahkiakum Counties in a CSZ-M 9.0

Event
Severity of Damage Cowlitz County Wahkiakum County

Liquefaction - Spreading Fo

Minor 3 23.05% 0 0% .
Failure

Moderate 8 11.45% 0 0%

Significant 76 64.23% 15 100%

Special 3 1.28% 0 0%

Total Bridges 90 100.00% 15 100.00%

Source: Argonne National Labs & WSDOT,
2019 Liguefaction - Compression




Estimated Times for Bridge
Reconstruction & Reopening

Source: Resiliency Assessment - Washington Transportation Systems (Homeland
Security, 2019)



orth Fork Toutle River, May 1980




Communities Facing Wildfire Risk - Single Road
In/Out

65 neighborhoods shown on map (not exhaustive)




Short Term and Current Priorities

» Safety
» Mobility Management
» Regional Trails




Safety

» CWCOG was the first MPO to host a
Target Zero manager on our staff in
cooperation with the Washington Traffic
Safety Commission

» Working to develop, and implement,

-Local traffic safety programs
-Teens In the Driver Seat
-Child Passenger Safety
-Safety City

» This work complements the traditional
road safety planning work of the MPO




Mobility Management

Our Regional Mobility Management Program
specifically focuses on helping our most vulnerable
residents—seniors, veterans, and those with
disabilities—get where they need to go through
coordinated transit efforts in our larger five-county
region.

> Five-County Regional Trip Planner
> Resource Directory
» How to Ride Resources



https://www.cwcog.org/mobility-management/

6 Rivers Trail - Kalama to Woodland
Connection

Rails to Trails in Longview/Kelso

Regional Trails - An interactive
version of the SWRTPO REGIONAL
TRAIL INVENTORY MAP can be found
online: Link:
https://bit.ly/41INTDpY

! } SWRTPO Regional Trails Plan  Cowitz-Wahkiakum Council of Govemments (CWCOG)
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Regional Tralls

Lewis County

Pacific

County
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Bill Fashing

Executive Director

Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments

bfashing@cwcog.org
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