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Background



Puget Sound Gateway Program

Tolled Expressways on SR 509 and

SR 167 will manage traffic and help SR 509 Expressway SR 167 Expressway
fund construction and ongoing

maintenance of the roadways.

Tolling on the first portion of the
SR 509 Expressway began in late O Q

September 2025.

Tolling on the first mile of the SR
167 Expressway is scheduled to
begin in December 2026.

The SR 509 Expressway will extend The SR 167 Expressway will extend from N
The Com m ission adopted to” rates from South 188t Street in Burien to I-5 Meridian Ave. in Puyallup tol-5in Flfe and
in SeaTac near South 212t Street. from I-5 to SR 509 near the port of Tacoma.

fO.I‘ bC.)th facilities in Ju ne_ 2025’ Proposed low-income toll rate policies anticipated to take effect in December 2026
with intent to have low-income starting with the portions circled in green.

policies in place by the opening of
the SR 167 Expressway in 2026.



Legislative Direction to Implement

Following the Commission’s initial stated intent in spring 2025 to proceed with
implementing a system-wide low-income program by 2026, the Legislature included
the following direction in the 2025-27 Transportation Budget to the Commission:

(5) The commission shall partner with the department of transportation to design and
implement a toll relief program based upon income qualification. Implementation must
start with facilities where tolling begins in fiscal year 2026 or later. The commission shall
work with the department of transportation to assess potential impacts of extending the
toll relief program based upon income qualification to existing tolled facilities that opened
prior to fiscal year 2026. The assessment, at a minimum, must determine potential impacts
to meeting current financial and legal requirements in place for each facility. The
commission, in partnership with the department of transportation, shall provide annual
updates on the program to the transportation committees of the legislature.



Proposed Low-Income Toll Discount
Policies



Proposed Low-Income Toll Discount Policies

The Commission is proposing the following low-income toll discount policies, beginning
with the SR 509 and SR 167 Expressways:

e Discount: 50% discount of the applicable Good To Go! pass toll rate (two-axle vehicles)

e Eligibility Criteria: Household income no more than 200% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL)

If these policies are approved by the Commission, WSDOT will begin engagement and
enrollment for the program in Fall 2026.



Federal Poverty Level (FPL) Guidelines

The FPL guidelines are commonly used to determine eligibility for many need-based
governmental benefit programs like Medicaid. The FPL guidelines set the income limits
for such programs, helping determine who qualifies for assistance. They are adjusted
for inflation each year and vary by household size.

200% of the 2026 FPL is as follows:

Household Size Monthly Income Annual Income
1 S 2,660 $31,920
2 S 3,607 $ 43,280
3 S 4,553 S 54,640
4 S 5,500 S 66,000
5 S 6,447 $ 77,360
6 $ 7,393 S 88,720
7 S 8,340 $ 100,080
8 $9,287 $111,440



WSDOT Program Implementation



Eligibility Determination

WSDOT will operate the low-income discount program and will rely on documentation
provided by the customer from other agencies that have already verified their
household income is no more than 200% of the FPL.

Examples of these programs include those administered by:
 Washington State Department of Social and Health Services
e Washington State Health Care Authority
e Washington State Department of Health
e King County Metro (Orca Lift Program)

e United States Social Security Administration



Enrollment Process for Customer

Customers would need to submit two pieces of documentation to WSDOT — either
online or by mail:

* Proof of enrollment in qualifying program

e Vehicle registration

WSDOT will approve enrollment if:
 The proof of enrollment is an approved piece of documentation
* Name on proof of enrollment matches vehicle registration

e Vehicle is registered in Washington

If approved, enrollment would be valid for 12 months after approval.
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How To Provide Comments

The Commission will take public testimony on the proposal at the following meetings:
e Today: Virtual and in-person testimony will be taken.
e Virtual Public Input Meeting, July 7 (6:30 p.m.): Virtual testimony will be taken.

e Transportation Commission Meeting, July 21 (Time TBD): Virtual testimony will be
taken, and the Commission will consider making a final decision on the proposed low-
income toll discount program.

You can also provide comments on the proposal as follows:
* Online Open House: Hosted on Commission website from June 22 — July 10

e Electronic Comment: Use our online form or email us at: transc@wstc.wa.gov
e Phone: 360-705-7070
 Mail: PO Box 47308, Olympia, WA 98504-7308
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https://wstc.wa.gov/contact-us/
mailto:transc@wstc.wa.gov

Next Steps

June 22 - July 10: Online Open House hosted on WSTC website

Transportation Commission Meeting, July 21: The Commission will consider
making a final decision on the low-income toll discount program.

Fall 2026: If the program is approved by the Commission, WSDOT program
engagement and enrollment for the program.

December 2026: If the program is approved by the Commission, the low-

income toll discount program is implemented on the SR 167 and SR 509
Expressways.

2027 and beyond: Monitor and assess program performance.
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Questions / Contact

Carl See, Deputy Director
360-705-7070
carl.see@wstc.wa.gov

Follow us on Social Media:



mailto:carl.see@wstc.wa.gov
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonStateTransportationCommission/
https://www.instagram.com/watransportationcommission/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/washington-state-transportation-commission
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