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 Virtual Meeting Summary 

May 19-20, 2026 
 
 
May 19, 2026 
Chair Debbie Young opened the meeting at 9 a.m. with introductions by Commission members 
and staff, an overview of the agenda, and meeting protocols.  
 
Agenda Item 2: 
Telematic Toll Payment Pilot 
 
Presenters: 

• JJ Eden, Executive Director, North Carolina Turnpike Authority 
• Manesh Chourey, Chief Technology Officer, North Carolina Turnpike Authority 

 
The North Carolina Turnpike Authority is looking to advance tolling technology beyond 
the traditional toll transponder to take advantage of advances in vehicle and payment 
technology. The authority is working with Volvo and MasterCard to pilot a toll payment 
system that utilizes a “tap-and-go” tokenized system of payment through the vehicle using 
GPS and cloud connectivity. The system aims to allow drivers to enroll in a toll payment 
program and pay the toll through their vehicle without the requirement of additional 
hardware. The pilot will launch with 100 vehicles in North Carolina later in 2026. The 
payment system utilizes real-time data integration with geolocation services, prioritizes 
data security, and offers payment assurance with a seamless settlement via the payment 
processor. Advancing toll collection beyond the transponder, which is a 60-year-old 
technology, addresses competition for the frequency spectrum, eliminates the need for 
roadside equipment, reduces operations costs, and creates a frictionless transaction that 
improves customer experience. Interest in the pilot from multiple toll agencies and 
automotive manufacturers portends broader industry adoption over the next several years.   
 

Presentation: North Carolina In-Vehicle Payment Pilot 
For more detail on agenda item 2, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
00:02:30, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 

https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-05-19-BP2-NorthCarolinaInVehiclePaymentPilot.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026051053&startStreamAt=150&stopStreamAt=3643
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Agenda Item 3: 
National Transportation Funding Scan 
 
Presenter: 

• Mark Matteson, Staff Coordinator, Office of Program Research, House Transportation 
Committee 
Legislative leadership requested a look at how Washington’s transportation budget 
compares with peer states, focusing on Arizona, Colorado, November and Utah due to their 
similar rates of population, employment, and state domestic product growth. The analysis 
compared factors including state DOT-owned lane miles, road conditions, fuel taxes and 
transportation budgets, highway preservation spending, and mega project activity. Findings 
showed that Washington’s road condition performance has improved relative to the 
comparison states and that Washington has the highest fuel taxes and DOT budget among 
states reviewed, as well as the second-highest capital outlay for highway preservation. 
However, when adjusted for inflation, Washington state has experienced a negative 
average annual growth rate in highway preservation spending. Washington state also leads 
the peer states in the number of mega projects started since 2010, with 12 projects 
compared to Utah’s six, Arizona and Colorado’s four, and Nevada’s two. The analysis also 
examined factors unique to Washington that affect DOT revenues and expenditures, 
including operation of the state ferry system (which accounts for 14 percent of WSDOT’s 
budget), the Climate Commitment Act allowances, challenging geography for operations 
and megaprojects, fish barrier removal (representing 11 percent of WSDOT’s budget), and 
debt service obligations. Finally, the analysis looked at how other states are addressing 
declining fuel tax revenues, which ranged from increased sales taxes, new fees on electric 
vehicles and rideshare services, indexing fuel taxes to inflation, and road usage charge 
programs.     

Presentation: Washington Transportation Budget Comparison  
For more detail on agenda item 3, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
01:00:48, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
Agenda Item 4: 
Pacific NorthWest Economic Region (PNWER) Update 
 
Presenters:  

• Dr. Laurie Trautman, Director, Border Policy Research Institute, Western Washington 
University 

• Brandon Hardenbrook, Executive Director, Pacific NorthWest Economic Region 
• Bruce Agnew, Director, Regional Infrastructure Accelerator Program 

Pacific NorthWest Economic Region 
• Sean Connell, Senior Community Liaison, Office of U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen 

 
 

https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-05-19-BP3-WashingtonTransportationBudgetComparison.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026051053&startStreamAt=3648&stopStreamAt=5701
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Amid the growing economic and transportation impacts of changing U.S.-Canada 
relations, cross-border collaboration remains important to support trade, tourism, mobility 
and economic resilience of Washington state and the Pacific Northwest. In 2024-2025, 
Canadian border crossings into the United States declined by 22 percent, with Whatcom 
County passenger crossings down 26 percent, driven by tariffs, political tensions and 
reduced incentives for cross-border shopping and fuel purchases. The decline has reduced 
visitor spending, affected border communities and transportation services, and created 
challenges for businesses that depend on Canadian customers. While freight movement and 
cross-border relationships remain strong, there is increasing strain on trade and travel 
relationships. The United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), which supports 
hundreds of thousands of Washington jobs and billions of dollars in trade, will undergo a 
review in 2026. Outcomes range from long-term renewal to eventual termination. Amid 
this landscape, PNWER’s programs are working to strengthen economic competitiveness 
through transportation and supply chain investments, including rail improvements, bridge 
replacements, export infrastructure planning, and preparations for the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup.  

 
Presentations: Trends in Cross-Border Travel and Relations  
    PNWER Trade and Transportation  
 
For more detail on agenda item 4, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
01:35:49, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
Agenda Item 5: 
Low Income Toll Discount Program 
 
Presenters: 

• Aaron Halbert, Financial Analyst, Washington State Transportation Commission 
• Jennifer Charlebois, Deputy Director, Toll Division, Washington State Department of 

Transportation 
 
An overview of the proposed low-income toll discount program was presented. The 
program stems from Commission research conducted between 2019 and 2021, which 
recommended implementing a statewide low-income toll program based on income 
eligibility rather than geographic location. The program would initially apply to the State 
Route 167 and 509 Expressways, with potential expansion to other tolled facilities 
following evaluation of the program’s performance and revenue impacts. In partnership 
with WSDOT, the Commission advanced a set of preliminary assumptions in December 
2025 that would provide a 50 percent discount to participants with household incomes at 
or below 200 percent of the Federal Poverty Level. To operate the program, WSDOT 
would verify eligibility through enrollment in existing income-based programs 
administered by agencies such as the Department of Health and Social Services, the Health 
Care Authority, Department of Health, Social Security Administration, and the King 

https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Item-4-Trends-in-Cross-Border-Travel-and-Relations.pdf
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Item-4b-PNWER-Trade-and-Transportation.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026051053&startStreamAt=5749&stopStreamAt=10130
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County ORCA Lift program. Applicants would submit proof of enrollment in a qualifying 
program and vehicle registration information, with enrollment valid for 12 months. If the 
Commission advances the program this summer, enrollment is anticipated to begin in 
September, with toll discounts becoming available in December with the opening of the 
SR 167 Expressway. The Commission intends to conduct a public outreach process in 
June-July to inform a final decision in July.  
 

Presentations: SR 509 & SR 167 Low-Income Discount Program  
                         Low-Income Discount Program 
 
For more detail on agenda item 5, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
02:49:01, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: Vice-Chair Jim Restucci moved to advance the proposed low-income toll discount policy 
to public comment; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Gael Tarleton. The motion passed 
5-0, with Commissioner JC Baldwin excused and Commissioner Nicole Grant abstaining.   
 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
Agenda Item 6: 
I-405 / SR 167 Express Toll Lane Rate Setting 
 
Presenters: 

• Aaron Halbert, Financial Analyst, Washington State Transportation Commission 
• Lisa Hodgson, I-405 Program Administrator, Washington State Department of 

Transportation 
• Jason Richter, Deputy Treasurer – Debt Management, Washington State Office of the 

State Treasurer 
• Liz Horta, Transportation Consultant, Stantec 
• Auden Kaehler, Vice President, WSP USA 

 
In advance of the expected opening of the Bellevue-to-Renton segment of I-405 in Summer 
2027, the Commission intends to undertake a toll rate and policy setting process for the 
entire I-405/SR 167 Express Toll Lanes (ETL) corridor. Currently, toll policies vary 
between the two ETL facilities, including the hours of operation and HOV exemption 
policies. Following the opening of the Bellevue-to-Renton segment of I-405, the two 
facilities will connect to create one single ETL corridor. The Commission is therefore 
exploring rates and policies that prioritize consistency across the entire ETL system, as 
well as meeting performance needs and revenue requirements for active and committed 
(Phase 1) projects for the corridor – totaling $750 million. 
 
Three scenarios were analyzed for their capacity to generate sufficient revenue for Phase 1 
projects: Scenario 1 reflects existing toll rates and policies; Scenario 2 adds weekend 
tolling on I-405 (consistent with SR 167), requires three-person HOV occupancy during 
peak hours on SR 167 (consistent with I-405), and extends peak tolling hours for the full 
ETL corridor; and Scenario 3 includes all Scenario 2 changes while increasing the 

https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Item-5a-SR-509-SR-167-Low-Income-Toll-Discount-Program.pdf
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Item-5b-WSDOT-Low-Income-Discount-Program.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026051053&startStreamAt=10141&stopStreamAt=14354
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maximum toll to $18. A separate Scenario 4 was also analyzed, which included all the toll 
rate and policy changes assumed as part of Scenario 3, but looked at capacity to generate 
sufficient revenue to fund all future (Phase 2) projects for the corridor – requiring an 
additional $821 million.   
 
Scenario 1 would fund 99 percent of Phase 1 costs, leaving a $9.8 million funding gap, 
while Scenarios 2 and 3 would fully fund Phase 1 and provide slightly stronger debt service 
coverage. However, Scenario 4 would fund only about 75 percent of the combined Phase 
1 and Phase 2 costs, leaving an estimated $450 million funding gap. Traffic and revenue 
analysis indicates that a $15 maximum toll would adequately manage traffic under typical 
2030 conditions, while an $18 maximum toll would better manage heavier traffic in 2030 
and become increasingly beneficial by 2045. SR 167 is expected to continue experiencing 
operational challenges because of its single express toll lane and the influence of adjacent 
general-purpose lanes. 
 
The Commission intends to select rate and policy options in Summer-Fall for public 
outreach, with a plan to adopt toll rates and policies for the entire ETL corridor in Winter 
2026. Follow-up analysis will also be presented at a future meeting that looks at the impact 
these options would have on performance throughout the ETL corridor. 
 

Presentations: I-405/SR 167 ETLs Corridor Program 
   Office of the State Treasurer I-405 SR 167 Tolling Update  
   WSTC I-405/SR 167 Toll Setting 
For more detail on agenda item 6, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
03:59:18, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 
 

Agenda Item 7: 
Columbia River I-5 Bridge Replacement Program & Bi-State Tolling Efforts 
 
Presenters: 

• Carley Francis, Interim Program Administrator, Interstate Bridge Replacement Program, 
Washington State Department of Transportation 
An update was provided on the Interstate Bridge Replacement Program, highlighting the 
progress toward completing the Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) and 
securing an amended federal Record of Decision needed to begin construction. Updated 
cost estimates have increased the total projected program cost from approximately $6 
billion to $15.2 billion due to construction inflation, revised inflation forecasts, schedule 
extensions, expanded project detail, and higher risk assumptions. To address funding 
constraints, the agencies have identified a $7.65 billion core phase focused on replacing 
the Columbia River bridges, connecting them to I-5, extending light rail to Vancouver, 
removing the existing bridges, and adding tolling infrastructure, while continuing to pursue 

https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Item-6a-I-405-SR-167-ETL-Rate-Setting.pdf
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Item-6b-Office-of-the-State-Treasurer-I-405-SR-167-Tolling-Update.pdf
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Item-6c-WSTC-I-405-SR-167-Toll-Setting.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026051053&startStreamAt=14358&stopStreamAt=18937
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additional funding for the broader 5-mile corridor. The program aims to issue procurement 
documents in 2026, select a progressive design-build contractor in 2027, and begin 
construction in 2028. Tolling would commence with the beginning of construction. There 
is urgency to complete federal approvals by the end of September to preserve $546 million 
in federal funding.   

Presentation: Interstate Bridge Replacement Program 
For more detail on agenda item 7, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
00:00:00, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
Agenda Item 8: 
Proposal to Revise Administrative Toll Fees 
 
Presenters: 

• Jennifer Charlebois, Deputy Director, Toll Division, Washington State Department of 
Transportation 

• Aaron Halbert, Financial Analyst, Washington State Transportation Commission 
 

Four different administrative fees need minor changes to how they are described on the 
Commission’s website.  

1. A change is proposed to how the inactive account fee is described on the 
website, with current language specifying that the $5 fee will be charged after 
24 months of no transactions. The proposal is to change the number to 21 
months to initiate account closure, which allows WSDOT the ability to notify 
customers about the pending closure and fee and give them an opportunity to 
use or close the account before the fee is charged.   

2. A change is proposed to language describing the Pay By Plate fee to clarify that 
all users with a Good To Go! account who use a toll road without a Good To 
Go! pass will be charged the 25-cent Pay By Plate fee, not just those with a 
prepaid account.  

3. A change is proposed to language regarding the 50-cent fee charged to 
customers who request mailed statements to clarify when the fee will be 
charged.  

4. A change is proposed to language surround the reprocessing fee, when WSDOT 
sends a reminder notice for unpaid tolls.     

Presentation: Toll Administrative Fees Update 
For more detail on agenda item 8, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
05:40:16, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: Commissioner Tarleton moved to take public comment on a proposal to change 
language regarding administrative toll fees on the Commission’s website; the motion was 
seconded by Vice-Chair Restucci. The motion passed 5-0, with Commissioner Baldwin excused 
and Commissioner Grant absent.  

https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-05-19-BP7-InterstateBridgeReplacementProgram.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026051053&startStreamAt=18944&stopStreamAt=20417
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-05-19-BP8-TollAdministrativeFeesUpdate.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026051053&startStreamAt=20416&stopStreamAt=20846
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Follow-Up: The Commission will take public input on the changes in June, review the public 
input at its July 21-22 Commission meeting, and take action on whether to adopt the new 
administrative toll fee language.  

 
Chair Young reminded the Commission that the meeting will continue Wednesday, May 20, 
2026, and recessed the meeting. 
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DAY 2: May 20, 2026 
Chair Young opened the meeting at 9 a.m. with introductions by commission members and staff, 
an overview of the agenda, and meeting protocols. 

 
Agenda Item 10: 
Public Comment 
 
Saphir Guth, IBEW Local 46 – WSDOT should use local companies and local workers on all 
local projects to keep money in the system. Using union labor on projects ensures safety.  
Gary Clark – The Interstate Bridge Replacement Program is not financially viable. Given 
uncertainty around transportation funding in the state of Oregon, Washington state does not have 
a reliable partner in the project. The current bridge can be preserved through seismic upgrades. 
TriMet is relying on the light rail connection to Vancouver over the bridge to help its finances.    
Margaret Tweet, Clark County – Concerned about the level of debt associated with the Interstate 
Bridge Replacement Program. There hasn’t been justification for the width of the bicycle and 
pedestrian path, and the level of use won’t justify taking up space for vehicles and freight. Also 
concerned about tolling.  
Douglas Tweet, Clark County – Strongly oppose the extension of TriMet light rail across the 
Columbia River Bridge due to the declining ridership, doubt over models predicting light rail 
ridership, the amount of space allocated to bicyclists and pedestrians relative to their use of the 
bridge, and the failure of the current bridge design to reduce congestion.   
Sharon Nassett, Clark County – The justification to remove the bridge has never been presented. 
A full report hasn’t been provided on the specifics of what needs to be repaired and the cost of 
repairing the bridge.  
Presentation: There was no associated presentation. 
For more detail on agenda item 10, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
00:02:39, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 
 
Agenda Item 11: 
Commission Business 
 

˗ April Meeting Summary 
˗ Subcommittee Updates 
˗ Officer Nominating Committee Report 

Presenters: 

• Reema Griffith, Executive Director, Washington State Transportation Commission 
• Carl See, Deputy Director, Washington State Transportation Commission 

The Transportation Advisory Committee, made up of transportation partners and 
stakeholders, will meet later this month for the first time to set up the committee, establish 

https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026051054&startStreamAt=159&stopStreamAt=1339
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its governance structure, and identify priorities. The Alternative Revenue Subcommittee 
met to discuss work that the Commission has undertaken on the Road Usage Charge as a 
basis for exploring alternative transportation revenue sources beyond RUC. The Ferry 
Subcommittee met in April, and updates were presented on new vessel construction, WSF 
community meetings, and the Ferry Riders Opinion Group survey.   

The Officer Nominating Committee identified Vice-Chair Restucci as the nominee for 
Commission Chair and Commissioner Baldwin as the nominee for Vice-Chair. Officer 
elections will be held at the June meeting.  

Presentation: There was no associated presentation. 
For more detail on agenda item 11, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
00:22:19, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: Commissioners approved the April Meeting Summary for web posting and distribution. 
 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 
 
Agenda Item 12: 
Washington State Department of Ecology’s ZEVergreen Progam 
 
Presenter: 

• Rosa Nelson, Community Outreach and Environmental Education Specialist, 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
The Washington State Clean Vehicles Program supports Washington’s transportation 
electrification initiatives, working to implement and maintain alignment with California’s 
vehicle emission standards. Transportation is the state’s greatest single source of 
greenhouse gas emissions, and policies connected to the state’s Clean Fuel and Clean 
Vehicle standards are part of a suite of laws that aim to reduce emissions to net zero by 
2050. Washington joined 17 other states and Washington, D.C., in adopting California’s 
vehicle emission standards. Policies, including Advanced Clean Cars and Advanced Clean 
Trucks, apply to manufacturers and the vehicles they produce to meet states’ vehicle 
emissions standards. Recent federal actions and legal challenges have created uncertainty, 
including changes affecting emission waivers and the expiration of federal EV tax credits, 
which have contributed to slower EV sales. In response to federal actions, Gov. Bob 
Ferguson launched the “ZEVergreen” program to expand access to zero-emission vehicles, 
including hosting workshops with a variety of groups to inform policies that could boost 
access to zero-emission vehicles following the suspension of federal EV rebates. Cost 
savings from EV ownership, growing charging infrastructure, and increasing affordability 
of used EVs were highlighted as benefits, while current market trends at the state, national 
and global levels showed mixed progress.  

Presentation: Clean Vehicles Program  

For more detail on agenda item 12, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
00:32:28, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 

https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026051054&startStreamAt=1339&stopStreamAt=1948
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-05-20-BP12-CleanVehiclesProgram.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026051054&startStreamAt=1948&stopStreamAt=4991
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Action: None  
Follow-Up: None at this time. 
 
Agenda Item 13: 
WSDOT Multimodal Plan Update –WTP 2050 Phase 2 
 
Presenters: 

• Karena Houser, Director, Multimodal Planning Division, Washington State Department 
of Transportation 

• Jeremy Jewkes, Statewide Planning Manager, Multimodal Planning Division, 
Washington State Department of Transportation 

• Timothy Barrett, Transportation Planner, Multimodal Planning Division, 
Washington State Department of Transportation 
The State Multimodal Transportation Plan will undergo its first update since 2018 to 
address recommendations from Washington Transportation Plan Vision 2050 and reflect 
changes resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, evolving travel patterns, the Move Ahead 
Washington funding program, and emerging technologies. The update will also consider 
five critical unfunded priorities: preservation, safety, maintenance, ferries and fish passage. 
The Commission’s WTP Vision 2050 serves as the state’s transportation blueprint, 
establishing the policy framework that supports the transportation priorities in state law. 
The Statewide Multimodal Transportation Plan implements that vision by integrating all 
transportation modes that are state-owned or of state interest. The plan is intended to guide 
both short-term investment decisions and long-term transportation strategy. Work on 
update began in 2025, with adoption anticipated in late 2027. The planning process will 
include engagement with communities, the Commission, Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations, Regional Transportation Planning Organizations, tribes, and WSDOT staff. 
An advisory committee of technical experts will support the effort, along with a smaller 
executive alignment group that will include a Commission member.  

Presentation: Statewide Multimodal Transportation Plan Update 
For more detail on agenda item 13, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
01:23:16, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None  
Follow-Up: None at this time. 
 
Agenda Item 14: 
University of Washington’s Transportation 2050 Project 
 
Presenters: 

• Bart Treece, Director, Mobility Innovation Center, University of Washington 
• Cecilia Aragon, Professor, Human Centered Design & Engineering, University of 

Washington 
• Andrea Figueroa, Research Scientist and PhD Candidate, University of Washington 

https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-05-20-BP13-StatewideMultimodalTransportationPlanUpdate.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026051054&startStreamAt=4996&stopStreamAt=5893
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• Susanna Lammervo, Research Scientist and PhD Student, University of Washington 
 
The University of Washington’s Mobility Innovation Center presented 
MobilityWA2050.org, a publicly available, interactive website designed to help 
policymakers and the public better understand Washington’s long-term transportation 
challenges through accessible, data-driven visualizations. Developed through a partnership 
among the University of Washington, Challenge Seattle, public agencies, and private-
sector partners, the platform integrates data from multiple sources to illustrate projected 
population growth, commute times, freight movement, aviation demand, bridge conditions, 
and future transportation scenarios through 2050. The presenters emphasized that the tool 
is intended as a communications and policy resource rather than a trip-planning application, 
allowing users to explore how statewide growth and infrastructure needs may affect their 
own communities. The project employed a human-centered design process, combining 
technical data analysis with user testing involving both transportation professionals and the 
public to ensure the information is understandable, relatable, and transparent about its 
assumptions. Feedback highlighted the importance of using familiar, localized examples 
to make long-term projections more tangible and of clearly identifying data sources to build 
trust. The website will continue to evolve with additional data and features and is intended 
to support public engagement and informed transportation planning across Washington 
state. 

Presentation: Mobility Washington 2050  
For more detail on agenda item 17, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
01:38:16, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
Agenda Item 15: 
WSDOT Secretary’s Report 
 
Presenter: 

• Julie Meredith, Secretary, Washington State Department of Transportation 
 
WSDOT is looking forward to the start of the FIFA World Cup. The department has strong 
partnerships with city and county governments and has added staffing, ensured security 
systems are in place, and developed communication guidelines to ensure a successful 
event. Construction projects will be paused to make capacity for travelers on the highways, 
though the hope is that the vast majority of those attending the games and associated events 
will use transit. The summer brings one of the biggest seasons of construction the 
department has seen, thanks to one of the largest budgets for work. Travelers should check 
the WSDOT app to know about potential delays before they head out for travel. Leaders 
looking ahead to the next legislative session are anticipating a tight budget, as revenue 
continues to be a challenge for the operating budget, but also for the transportation budget. 

https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Item-14-Mobility-Washington-2050.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026051054&startStreamAt=5896&stopStreamAt=8964
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On a brighter note, the department is looking forward to celebrating the 75th anniversary of 
Washington State Ferries throughout the summer.  

Presentation: There was no associated presentation. 
For more detail on agenda item 15, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
02:29:24, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
Agenda Item 16: 
Commission Business 
 
Commissioners shared the following reflections and recommendations from the meeting: 

• The presentation from PNWER on the relationship between the United States and Canada 
through a trade and transportation lens was important, as the transportation dimension of 
the cross-border partnership can sometimes be overlooked. The FIFA World Cup presents 
significant opportunities for cross-border travel and commerce, and it is important that the 
necessary infrastructure supports that movement in a way that creates a positive experience 
for travelers. 

• As Washington’s climate initiatives face federal headwinds, it is important to recognize the 
progress the state has already made. Achieving the state’s climate goals amid shifting 
federal priorities will require collaboration rather than siloed approaches, allowing 
policymakers to consider the broader impacts of proposed initiatives.  

• Local, regional and state agencies are navigating conflicting requirements and changing 
budget conditions. In this environment, it is important to remain focused on long-term 
objectives, and WSDOT has demonstrated a strong example of adapting programs and 
adjusting schedules while continuing to move its priorities forward.   

• The 75th anniversary of WSF is a significant milestone. The state took on a substantial 
challenge when it assumed responsibility for a privately owned ferry system, and its ability 
to sustain and operate that system for 75 years is an achievement worth recognizing.  

• Transportation affordability remains an important issue. Meaningful community 
engagement around low-income tolling must be adequately resourced, and the 
conversation should continue, to include potential legislation on community engagement 
and low-income tolling.  

For more detail on agenda item 16, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
02:33:29, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 
 
Chair Young adjourned the meeting at 12 p.m. 
 
The next meeting will be held on June 16-17, 2026.  

https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026051054&startStreamAt=8964&stopStreamAt=9200
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026051054&startStreamAt=9209&stopStreamAt=9899

	May 19-20, 2026
	Agenda Item 2:
	Telematic Toll Payment Pilot
	Presenters:

	Agenda Item 3:
	National Transportation Funding Scan
	Presenter:

	Agenda Item 4:
	Pacific NorthWest Economic Region (PNWER) Update
	Presenters:

	Agenda Item 5:
	Low Income Toll Discount Program
	Presenters:

	Agenda Item 6:
	I-405 / SR 167 Express Toll Lane Rate Setting
	Presenters:

	Agenda Item 7:
	Columbia River I-5 Bridge Replacement Program & Bi-State Tolling Efforts
	Presenters:

	Agenda Item 8:
	Proposal to Revise Administrative Toll Fees
	Presenters:

	Agenda Item 10:
	Public Comment
	Agenda Item 11:
	Commission Business
	˗ April Meeting Summary
	˗ Subcommittee Updates
	˗ Officer Nominating Committee Report
	Presenters:

	Agenda Item 12:
	Washington State Department of Ecology’s ZEVergreen Progam
	Presenter:

	Agenda Item 13:
	WSDOT Multimodal Plan Update –WTP 2050 Phase 2
	Presenters:

	Agenda Item 14:
	University of Washington’s Transportation 2050 Project
	Presenters:

	Agenda Item 15:
	WSDOT Secretary’s Report
	Presenter:

	Agenda Item 16:
	Commission Business

