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Update: successes, needs, and 
opportunities
• Policies
• Funding
• Projects
• Partnerships
• Liaisons



NƏXʷSƛÁ̕Y ̕ƏM ̕ TERRITORY



TRIBAL GOVERNMENT 
STRUCTURES IN 
CONTEMPORARY TIMES
• Mirror U.S. Government

– Democratic Elections, 
Hierarchical, Departments, 
Western Laws Mix with Tribal

• Traditional Form of Government
– Hereditary Positions, 

Communal Tasks, Creator’s 
Laws

• A Mix of Western & Tribal
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TRIBAL GOVERNMENT STRUCTURES 
IN CONTEMPORARY TIMES

• Constitution, Citizenship, Laws
• Leadership
• Land base
• Government services
• Economic development
• Natural Resources
• Cultural Programs
• Consultation, Collaboration, 
Communication, Partnerships

• Community investor
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INTERCONNECTEDNESS



Stormwater Retrofit Program US101
• DOE StoryMap 
• 6PPD-Q avoidance
• New Research under funded
• MOU with County
• Survey for Tribes

Priority Water Body HWY

1 Dungeness River 101

2 Jimmycomelately Creek 
to Sequim Bay 101

3 Johnson Creek to 
Sequim Bay 101

https://gis.ecology.wa.gov/portal/apps/storymaps/stories/53b11807ac124735b281872a514809b5
https://gis.ecology.wa.gov/portal/apps/storymaps/stories/53b11807ac124735b281872a514809b5
https://gis.ecology.wa.gov/portal/apps/storymaps/stories/53b11807ac124735b281872a514809b5


WSDOT Tribal Language Signing Program
• Dual Language in S’Klallam
• Co-management of Federal 
Wildlife Refuge

• Heron Hall Library
• River Center
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Complete Streets in Rural UGAs
• Carlsborg UGA US101 = 3 intersections
• Stormwater testing phase = protect the Dungeness River
• Biking, walking, taking the bus to JST worksites
• Preservation project review was well done by WSDOT 

Planners



Transportation Services at the Healing Clinic
Tribal Transit Mobility Program Fuel Tax Exemptions RCW 82.38

Vehicle Replacement Special Needs Transportation NEMT



Environmental Mitigation Land Surplus
RCW 47.12.370 Exchange Agreements

• Convey Properties with 
exhausted obligations

• Tribal Government 
assumes responsibilities

• WSDOT saves O&M 
costs

• Land Trusts are eligible 
recipients of conveyance



How does WSDOT 
adapt to State 
funding on 
Reservation Land?
Local Programs will authorize a 
Tribe as a Local Agency to receive 
project funding unless an 
intervention of new Forms!

“Supplemental” is an interim fix.

How do tribes weave together Federal, 
State and local laws?
• All tribes are different

• Tribal Code prevails



Dungeness Railroad Bridge 
Replacement

• Bridges across WA desperately 
need Preservation funds

• Ped/Bike Facilities are no 
different

• State Bridge funding rules out 
Ped/Bike

• Ask me about the NBIS

• Olympic Discovery Trail carries 
over 335k people per year

• The Tribe’s #1 request at 
2026 Legislature



Thank you and 
Welcome to a Visit
Peninsula Regional Transportation 
Planning Organization (PRTPO)

Transportation Summit
April 17, 2026, 10AM
Red Cedar Hall

Hosted by Jamestown S’Klallam TribeHeron Hall, 2024, PRTPO T-Summit
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