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Washington Total Traffic Fatalities, 2015-2024

*2024 data are preliminary
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Fatalities were 32.5% higher in 2024, compared to 2015



Washington Impaired Driver-Involved
Traffic Fatalities, 2015-2024

*2024 data are preliminary
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Note: Lab results for 2024 fatalities are still in process.



Washington Traffic Fatalities The two

highest
of Pedestrians, 2015-2024 years on
record.
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Washington Speeding Involved
Traffic Fatalities, 2015-2024
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WashingtonUnrestrained Vehicle Occupant
Traffic Fatalities, 2015-2024
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Washington Traffic Fatalities among
15-24 Year Olds, 2015-2024
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Washington Distracted Driver-Involved
Traffic Fatalities, 2015-2024
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TRAFFIC DEATHS DISPROPORTIONATELY IMPACT THE
AMERICAN INDIAN/ALASKAN NATIVE POPULATION
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State Strategic
Highway Safety Plan:

Target Zero policy
recommendations
and status update



WA Safe System Approach

Six essential and
Interconnected elements:

e Safer Land Use

e Safer Roads

e Safer Speeds

e Safer Vehicles

e Safer Road Users
 Post-crash Care



Examples of Safer Road Countermeasures

. Separatepl/buffered bike lanes ¢ Roundabouts

and walking paths e ‘Daylighting’ intersections
* Pedestrian-scale lighting (qup—outs, moving fixed
e Turn calming; turn limits objects and parked cars)

» Wider, brighter edge lines  Crosswalk visibility (beacons,
’ markings, ped scale lighting)

* Rumble strips, raised * Leading pedestrian interval

medians/barriers, center lane

hardening signals
e High friction surface treatment ° E]%aei)d'et (fewer, narrower

 \Wider shoulders



Safer Road Use: Reducing
Impaired Driving

Target Zero Policy Recommendation
Establish per se limit for DUl of 0.05%
Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC)
from current level of 0.08%.

Status

Last session WTSC agency request
bill, SB 5067 passed the Law and
Justice and Transportation
Committees.

Will be re-introduced in 2026.



IMPAIRED DRIVING

Target Zero Policy Recommendation
Consider making DUI presumptive

when driver tests positive for illegal
drugs.

Status
No action taken to date.



IMPAIRED DRIVING

Target Zero Policy Recommendation
Increase dedicated traffic patrol units in
cities and counties that have significant
numbers of serious injury and fatal
crashes. Emphasize high-risk behaviors,
including DUl and speed.

Status

WTSC awarded dedicated DUI patrol
position grants Yakima, Spokane, Kent,
and Aberdeen

Note
The need is deeper than WTSC funds
can fill.



Impaired Driving:
DUI TOXICOLOGY BACKLOG

Target Zero Policy Recommendation
Reduce backlog at state toxicology lab.
Status

Legislature appropriated an additional $3M to WSP in
the 2025-27 biennium solely for hiring additional lab
staff and purchasing equipment for the toxicology
laboratory to reduce the DUI processing backlog.



SPEED MANAGEMENT
AND SPEEDING

Target Zero Policy Recommendation

Reduce driver speeds through
enforcement, automated
enforcement, road design, and use of
speed limiting technology.

Status

HB 1596 (2025) intelligent speed
management device requirements for
super speeders.

HB 2384 (2024) expanded Speed
Safety Camera use in WA cities.



HB 1596: Intelligent
Speed Assistance
Devices

 Requires the use of an intelligent
speed assistance device, as a
condition to a temporary restricted
or occupational driver's license,
under certain circumstances.

* Applies to reckless driving
convictions and repeat infractions,
including 10-20 mph over posted
speeds.

* Effective date: January 1, 2029



DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACT

Target Zero Policy Recommendation

Reduce barriers to traffic safety programs for Tribes and
implement strategies to eliminate disparities in fatal
crashes for American Indian and Alaska Native people.

Status

e Proviso funds for 2024-2027 provide $S200K-S300K in
grants to Tribes and Tribal law enforcement for their
traffic safety needs and priorities.

e SB 5374 was introduced by Sen. Kauffman to create
Tribal traffic safety program supported by state funds.
In the 2025 session, the bill passed the Senate 48-0,
but it did not receive a vote on the House floor.
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YOUNG DRIVERS

Target Zero Policy Recommendation

A. Increase driver education affordability for low-income
novice drivers.

Status

Legislature passed HB 1878 in 2025, which created a
driver education voucher program for low-income

students, ages 15-24, to be implemented beginning
January 1, 2027.
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YOUNG DRIVERS

Target Zero Policy Recommendation

B. Increase driver education access, especially in rural
areas and on Tribal land.

Status
HB 1878 will:

« Expand opportunities for new driving instructors to be
certified

« Allow some classroom content to be delivered
virtually

« Allow students to complete more driving hours in one
session when they live farther away from driving
schools

22



YOUNG DRIVERS

Target Zero Policy Recommendation

C. Increase the age requirement for new drivers to
complete a driver education course to 24 years

Status

HB 1878 will expand the driver education requirement
for new drivers in Washington to the age of 21 by
January 2030.

Starting January 1, 2031, drivers ages 22 to 25 must
complete a supplemental traffic safety education course
if they commit two traffic infractions.
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ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION

Target Zero Policy Recommendation

Prioritizing Active Transportation (bicycle and pedestrian) Infrastructure.

Status

Legislature approved Complete Streets requirements for many WSDOT
projects. Cities, counties and regions are applying for and receiving SS4A
grants that support complete street approaches.

For more information, contact WSDOT.
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SAFER VEHICLES

Target Zero Policy Recommendation

= Study the impact of vehicle height on crash risk and
injury severity.

Status

= WTSC fatality reviews note findings on vehicle types and
their relationship to crash likelihood or severity.

= WTSC with the Cooper Jones Active Transportation
Council studied research on increased risk involving large
pickups and SUVs provided by Oregon DOT.

= The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety has also
published research on hood height and injury severity
and how this interacts with vehicle speed, as well.
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Graphic from IIHS (2023), “Vehicles with higher, more
vertical front ends pose greater risk to pedestrians”



Questions?



Thank You

MARK MCKECHNIE, EXTERNAL RELATIONS DIRECTOR
WASHINGTON TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION

mmckechnie@wtsc.wa.gov
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