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Seattle FIFA World Cup 2026
Six FIFA World Cup 2026 matches are scheduled to take place at Lumen Field in Seattle between 
June 15 – July 6. Seven additional games are scheduled for Vancouver, BC from June 13 – July 7.
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According to the Seattle FIFA 
World Cup 2026 Local Organizing 
Committee, about 750,000 
people are expected to come to 
Washington State for matches 
and related activities happening 
all around the state.



State Funding Supports Preparations
• Washington State’s enacted 2025-27 biennial budgets include about $45 million to support 

security, field improvements, and transportation improvements including:
o Transportation Budget:

 $14 million for transit, including $9 million to fund grants for local transit agency 
improvements and $5 million for expanding intercity bus service in the state.

 Nearly $9 million for transportation operations improvements to help keep people moving 
during the World Cup.

 $2 million for maintenance activities in the vicinity of the SR 99 tunnel from the SR 99 
tunnel toll revenue account.

o Operating and Capital Budgets:

 Over $21 million for security and field upgrades at Lumen Field and at practice fields

 $2.75 million for grants to local governments to fund law enforcement and fire department 
resources, emergency management, traffic control and security at event venues.
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2025-27 Transportation Budget Direction – SR 99 Tunnel

Section 205-Transportation Commission
(3) The commission must evaluate and consider temporary toll rate adjustments for the state route 
number 99 tunnel to support management of increased demand leading up to and during the 2026 
World Cup.

Section 216 – WSDOT Highway Maintenance - Program M
(9) $2,000,000 of the Alaskan Way viaduct replacement project account—state appropriation is 
provided solely for maintenance activities in the vicinity of the state route number 99 deep bore 
tunnel. Appropriations in this subsection assume additional revenue from a temporary toll rate 
adjustment on the state route number 99 tunnel leading up to and during the 2026 World Cup.
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In support of preparations for the 2026 FIFA World Cup coming to Seattle next Summer, the 
Legislature included the following direction to the Commission and WSDOT in the 2025-27 
Transportation Budget:



Evaluation Approach for Possible One-Time Temporary 
Toll Rate Increase
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• A traffic and revenue assessment is being carried out to assess potential impacts of a possible 
toll rate adjustment during the World Cup. 

• The Office of the State Treasurer will also assess the possible effect of a potential toll rate 
increase on the capacity to meet SR 99 tunnel’s financial obligations.

• Key assumptions for the traffic and revenue assessment:
 The possible rate increase would be in place for a 6-week period from about June 1 through 

July 15, 2026.

 Two potential options for a temporary one-time toll rate increase of either 50 cents or $1.00, 
which would be applied at all times of the day and all days of the week (24/7).



Preliminary Points of Consideration
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• In Spring 2025, the Commission approved a 3 percent toll rate increase for the SR 99 tunnel 
in alignment with the toll rate escalation schedule. This increase took effect July 1, 2025.

• OST analysis for the July 1 toll rate increase identified capacity to fund the $2 million for 
maintenance activities appropriated by the Legislature from SR 99 tunnel toll revenues. An 
update to this analysis will be completed late this Fall.

• Potential toll rate increase options being assessed (50 cents and $1) would result in 
significant increases above the current Good to Go! toll rates that range from $1.25 – $2.80 
for two-axle vehicles.

• WSDOT and regional partners are developing plans that encourage use of alternative 
transportation options during the World Cup in Seattle, such as transit, walking, and biking. 

• Though this potential one-time temporary toll rate increase is intended to manage increased 
demand from 750,000 visitors, local residents, and businesses who use the tunnel will also 
be impacted by this toll rate increase.



Next Steps
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• As soon as December 2025: Commission determines whether to proceed with consideration 
of a one-time temporary toll rate increase for the SR 99 tunnel up to and during the World 
Cup in Seattle (about June 1 – July 15).

• If the Commission decides to proceed with a one-time temporary toll rate increase:
o Winter – Spring 2026: Commission conducts rate-setting and public-input process in 

consideration of potential toll rate options.

o June 1 – July 15, 2026: Potential effective dates for the toll rate increase.



Questions / Contact

Carl See
Washington State Transportation Commission

360-705-7070
carl.see@wstc.wa.gov

Follow us on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonStateTransportationCommission/
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