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CCT DOT Mission Statement
To provide safe, efficient, and reliable 
transportation and public road access to and 
within the Colville Indian Reservation and 
local communities for tribal members, 
visitors, recreationists, resource users and 
others while contributing to community and 
economic development, self-determination, 
and tribal member employment.
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CCT DOT Team Members
Richard Palmer, Sr. – Program Director

Brenda Whalawitsa – Business Service Supervisor

Lonnie Simpson – Superintendent

Deb LaCombe – Senior Transportation Planner

Monica Jack – Elder Snow Plow Administrative Assistant II

Joel DeWinkler – Construction Inspector I

Leah Cate – Construction Inspector

Teaira Duke – Administrative Assistant II

Darin Whiteman – Road Maintenance Manager
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Confederated Tribes of the 
Colville Reservation (CTCR)
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Not all Tribal Members live on the Reservation, and not all who live on 
the Reservation are Tribal Members.
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A Few Statistics on People

9/17/2025Colville Confederated Tribes Department of Transportation (CCT DOT) 5

 Tribal Enrollment: 9,290

 12 Bands: Chelan, Chief Joseph Band of Nez Perce, Colville, Entiat, 
Lakes, Methow, Moses-Columbia, Nespelem, Okanogan, Palus, San 
Poil, Wenatchi

 Three dialects:

 NSƏLXCIN OKANOGAN, METHOW, NESPELEM, SAN POIL, LAKES, 
COLVILLE

 TITOQATIMT NEZ PERCE, PALUS

 NXAʔAMXČÍN MOSES-COLUMBIA, WENATCHEE, ENTIAT, CHELAN
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A Few Statistics on Lands
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 Total Size: 1.4 million acres – or - 
2,100 square miles

 Traditional Territories: 39 million 
acres

 A vast majority of the traditional 
territories are not contained in 
the current Reservation 
Boundaries.

 The Tribes owns land in several 
places outside of the main 
Reservation boundary. 
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Confederated Tribes of the Colville 
Reservation (CTCR) Transportation Systems
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 Roads, trails, 
railroads, 
airports, 
waterways

 Multiple road 
owners: BIA, 
WSDOT, Ferry 
and Okanogan 
Counties, Tribal, 
private
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National Tribal Transportation 
Facilities Inventory (NTTFI)
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 CCT DOT Focus

 Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) formula funding 
annually: ~$5 Million

 After maintenance, ferry, and administrative 
obligations the remainder equates to ~2 miles of 
construction annually.

 The BIA funding alone is insufficient.
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CCT DOT is Collaborating and 
Coordinating with State Agencies 
for State Funding
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Washington Traffic Safety 
Commission (WTSC)

 Planning Focus

 Reconnect in 2024

 Agreement in place 2025

 Anticipate continuing 
agreement

Washington State 
Department of 

Transportation (WSDOT)

 Construction/Planning 
Focus

 CTCR 2024 successes in 
receiving:

 PBP

 Sandy Williams 
Connecting 
Communities Grant

 Consolidated Grant

B



CCT DOT is Collaborating and 
Coordinating with State Agencies 
for Federal Funding
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WTSC

 TTPSF application

 SS4A application

 WTSC is providing: 
networking, data, technical 
assistance, admin assistance, 
cooperation

WSDOT

 RTA Program applications

 TTP Bridge

 WSDOT is providing: 
networking data, technical 
assistance, admin assistance, 
cooperation
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State Agencies Reaching Out 
for CCT DOT Inclusion
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WTSC
 2024 Tribal Transportation Planning Organization (TTPO) meeting, 

Penny Rarick reaches out and follows up with CCT DOT.

 Ms. Rarick: 

 provided CCT DOT staff with previous history of WSTC/CTCR 
coordination.

 assisted with technical and funding assistance.

 shows up in person as well as virtually.

 is actively becoming familiar with CTCR reservation infrastructure.
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State Agencies Reaching Out 
for CCT DOT Inclusion
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WSDOT North Central Region (NCR)

 WSDOT NCR project engineers have a history of coordinating, 
but planning was a missing piece.

 The energy of the NCR team.

 Tribal participation scenario catalyzed by Clayton Verellen, 
Daniel Turner, and Marcus Richards.

 WSDOT NCR and CCT DOT cooperation results in actions.
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State Agencies Reaching Out 
for CCT DOT Inclusion
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WSDOT Eastern Region (ER) & Tribal Liaison

 WSDOT ER project engineers and CCT DOT Director have a hard 
break with the legislative project in Inchelium.  

 Megan Nicodemus, Tribal Liaison, checks in regularly with 
funding opportunities and status of the TTPO.
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State Agencies Reaching Out 
for CCT DOT Inclusion
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WSDOT Head Quarters (HQ)

 WSDOT HQ staff - responsive to CCT DOT inquiries include 
Charlotte Claybrook, Brian Wood, Matthew Enders, Rosenda 
Henley, and Marianna Hanefield, respectively.

 CCT DOT acknowledges one-on-one, face-to-face interactions 
with each individual when they come to events and are 
available to become a ready ally.

 CCT DOT receives valuable and free data and information from 
WSDOT Public Information Request Portal, Community Planning 
Portal, and other WSDOT data webpages.
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Regional Agencies with CCT 
DOT Participation
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Regional Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPOs)

CCT DOT staff are representatives of the CTCR for multiple RTPOs. 

D

• Chelan Douglas Transportation 
Council

• Okanogan Council of 
Governments

• Northeast Washington RTPO
 
• Quad-County RTPO



CCT DOT Active Applications 
to Secure Project Funding

Project Funding 
Source

Funding 
Request

Application 
Due Date

Awards 
Announced

Nespelem 
Agency 
Roundabout

WSDOT – 
Pedestrian 
Bicycle Program

$3,195,622 05/31/2024 12/01/2024

Nespelem 
Schoolhouse 
Loop Road & SR 
155 Intersection 
Pedestrian 
Improvements

WSDOT – Sandy 
Williams 
Connecting 
Communities

$2,100,000 11/14/2024 06/04/2025

Assessment of 
Barriers in 
Transportation 
Access

WSDOT - 
Consolidated 
Grant

$373,747 09/17/2024 06/06/2025
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CCT DOT Active and Future 
Applications to Secure Project 
Funding
Project Funding 

Source
Funding 
Request

Application 
Due Date

Awards 
Announced

CCT DOT Traffic 
Safety Program WTSC $600,000 over 

3 years 12/16/2024 `12/23/2024

Inchelium 
Bridge BIA - Bridges

$36,750,000 for 
Planning, NEPA, 
Preliminary 
Engineering, 
and R/W 

03/25/2025 TBD

Identifying 
Safety Barriers 
in CCT 
Transportation 
System

TTPSF $210,171 09/05/2025 TBD
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CCT DOT Future Applications 
to Secure Project Funding

Project Funding 
Source

Funding 
Request

Application 
Due Date

Awards 
Announced

ADA Transition 
Plan and Crash 
Data Analysis

USDOT – SS4A $392,320 06/25/2025 TBD

US 97 Pathway 
12 Tribes Omak 
Casino to 
Walmart Area 
PE & Design

USDOT – RTA 
Program $1,000,000 09/08/2025 11/28/2025

SR 155 Pathway 
Feasibility 
Study - CTCR

USDOT – RTA 
Program $507,000 09/08/2025 11/28/2025
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CCT DOT Future Applications 
to Secure Project Funding

Project Funding 
Source

Funding 
Request

Application 
Due Date

Awards 
Announced

SR 155 Pathway 
Feasibility 
Study - CTCR

WSDOT – Sandy 
Williams 
Connecting 
Communities

$507,000 09/05/2025 January 2026?

Omak Clinic & 
SR 155 
Roundabout

WSDOT - HSIP TBD TBD TBD

2024/2025 Estimated Federal Applications and BIA Funding Combined $38,859,491

2024/2025 Estimated State Funding and State Applications $6,776,369
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Thank You
 Richard Palmer, Sr.  509.634.2556

     richard.palmersr.dot@colvilletribes.com

 Brenda Whalawitsa  509.634.2542

     brenda.whalawitsa.dot@colvilletribes.com

 Deborah LaCombe  509.634.2537

     deborah.lacombe.dot@colvilletribes.com
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