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 Spokane Meeting Summary 

July 16 & 17, 2025 
 
 
July 16, 2025 
Chair Debbie Young opened the meeting at 1 p.m. with introductions by Commission members 
and staff, an overview of the agenda, and meeting protocols.  
 
Agenda Item 2: 
Local Welcome 
Presenter:  

• Lisa Brown, Mayor of Spokane 
 
Mayor Brown highlighted transportation successes and partnerships in the city, including 
Spokane Transit’s bus rapid transit, the work on the North Spokane Corridor, and new 
infrastructure to improve safety for pedestrians and bicyclists in the city.   

 
Presentation: There was no associated presentation. 
For more detail on agenda item 2, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
00:03:30, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
Agenda Item 3: 
Overview of the State Transportation System  
Presenters:  

• Reema Griffith, Executive Director, Washington State Transportation Commission 
• Carl See, Deputy Director, Washington State Transportation Commission   
• Paula Reeves, Senior Policy Analyst, Washington State Transportation Commission 
• Aaron Halbert, Financial Analyst, Washington State Transportation Commission  

The Washington State Transportation Commission staff provided an overview of the state 
transportation system, funding structure, and key Commission roles.  

Presentation: Transportation Update 

https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2025071039&startStreamAt=210&stopStreamAt=335
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-07-16-BP3-TransportationUpdate.pdf
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For more detail on agenda item 3, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
00:10:09, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None. 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
Agenda Item 4: 
Regional Transportation: The Big Picture 
Presenter: 

• Lois Bollenback, Executive Director, Spokane Regional Transportation Council 
Spokane serves as a regional economic hub for the inland Northwest, with healthcare and 
tourism important business sectors. The airport saw a record number of travelers in 2024, 
and the city saw a record number of visitors. The city’s businesses attract workers from 
across the region. Challenges that have accompanied economic growth include employees 
who live and fuel up their vehicles in Idaho and commute across the border to Washington 
state. Those workers contribute to congestion but not to the state’s main transportation 
funding mechanism, the gas tax. Other challenges include aging infrastructure and the need 
for greater investment in system maintenance, safety, and multimodal access. A rising 
number of traffic fatalities, especially among pedestrians, is also a concern. An overview 
of studies undertaken and underway to address some of the biggest transportation 
challenges the region faces was shared. SRTC is updating its long-range transportation 
plan, Horizon 2050.      

Presentation: Spokane Regional Transportation Council 
For more detail on agenda item 4, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
00:35:10, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None.  
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
Agenda Item 5: 
City of Spokane: Transportation Challenges and Successes  
Presenter: 

• Marlene Feist, Director, Public Works, City of Spokane 
Spokane residents’ priorities for their transportation system include a multimodal 
transportation system that allows choices for moving through the city safely, traffic 
calming, and maintaining existing transportation assets before expanding the system. A 
mayoral executive order in 2024 set forth actions to improve street safety, including 
additional traffic enforcement, no right on red, and leading pedestrian interval usage at 
intersections. The city prioritizes its transportation dollars on the 758 lane miles of arterials 
in its 2,200-mile system to give residents the smoothest trip. Bonds and street levies have 
been used to fund improvements to the street system, as well as assessing utilities for use 
of the right of way. A $20 fee on license tabs funds a Transportation Benefit District 
dedicated to residential street repair. Despite those revenue sources, financial constraints – 

https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2025071039&startStreamAt=609&stopStreamAt=2034
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-07-16-BP4-SpokaneRegionalTransportationCouncil.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2025071039&startStreamAt=2110&stopStreamAt=4575
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flat gas tax revenues, fluctuating excise tax receipts, and rising costs – remain significant 
challenges. Looking ahead, Spokane faces major capital needs such as bridge 
rehabilitation, downtown street conversions, and infrastructure to support growth in high-
demand areas like the U.S. 195 corridor, which will require regional collaboration. 

Presentation: Spokane’s Transportation System  
For more detail on agenda item 5, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
01:16:18, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None. 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
Agenda Item 6: 
The Future of Transit Services in the Region 
Presenter:  

• Karl Otterstrom, Co-CEO and Chief Planning and Development Officer, Spokane Transit 
The Spokane Transit Authority (STA) operates 51 routes with 170 buses and has 125 
paratransit vans and 97 rideshare vehicles. There are 40 battery-electric buses and seven 
new double-decker buses. The agency continues to buy diesel-fueled buses because of 
constraints on charging capacity and storage space. The voter-approved 2016 “STA 
Moving Forward” plan has led to a 33 percent service increase, new high-performance 
transit lines, and the first bus-rapid transit (BRT) route in Eastern Washington. Ridership 
is surpassing pre-pandemic levels. Looking ahead, STA is advancing its Connect 2035 
plan, which focuses on elevating customer experience, fostering community partnerships, 
and enhancing system capacity. Major projects include a new BRT route on Division 
Street, transit-oriented development grants, and transitioning to a zero-emission fleet. 
Continued success will depend on renewing the 0.2 percent sales tax in 2028 to sustain and 
expand these investments.    

Presentation: Spokane Transit  
For more detail on agenda item 6, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
01:53:31, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 
 
Chair Young reminded the Commission that the meeting will continue Thursday, July 17, 2025, 
and recessed the meeting. 
  

https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-07-16-BP5-SpokaneTransportationSystem.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2025071039&startStreamAt=4578&stopStreamAt=6782
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-07-16-BP6-SpokaneTransit.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2025071039&startStreamAt=6821&stopStreamAt=9900
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DAY 2: July 17, 2025 
Chair Debbie Young opened the meeting at 9 a.m. with introductions by commission members 
and staff, an overview of the agenda, and meeting protocols. 

 
Agenda Item 8: 
Commission Business 

˗ June Meeting Summary 
Presentation: There was no associated presentation. 
For more detail on agenda item 8, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
00:02:26, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: Commissioners approved the June Meeting Summary for web posting and distribution. 
 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 
 

Agenda Item 9: 
Economic Development in Spokane 
Presenters: 

• Lisa Simpson, Senior Partnership Director, Visit Spokane 
• Alisha Benson, Chief Executive Officer, Greater Spokane, Inc 
• Emilie Cameron, Chief Executive Officer, Downtown Spokane Partnership 

Speakers discussed the role of transportation in the region’s economic growth, both in the 
movement of people as well as the movement of freight and goods in the state and beyond. 
Cross-border movement between Washington and Idaho and congestion on Interstate 90 is 
top of mind for economic development officials, and increased collaboration must take 
place with state leaders in Idaho on transportation infrastructure and housing. Preserving 
and improving transportation assets is key to keeping Spokane on the map for tourism, with 
the city a destination for conventions and events like Hoopfest. Improved transportation 
connectivity is also needed within the city to help facilitate better movement through 
neighborhoods and connecting workers to jobs. Economic development agencies work to 
be partners in transportation promotion and development, with the Downtown Spokane 
Partnership employing ambassadors to assist visitors navigating the city’s bus system. The 
partnership and its employers also partner with Spokane Transit on a shuttle parking 
program to help downtown workers get to work. Continued partnerships with Spokane 
Transit, the airport and the city to boost services like the City Line, way-finding signs, and 
airport transportation are priorities. 

Presentation: There was no associated presentation. 
For more detail on agenda item 9, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
00:02:53, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None. 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2025071041&startStreamAt=146&stopStreamAt=173
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2025071041&startStreamAt=173&stopStreamAt=3843
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Agenda Item 10: 
University District Transportation Safety and Needs 
Presenter: 

• Juliet Sinisterra, Chief Executive Officer, University District Development Association 
The University District encompasses 770 acres east of downtown Spokane with private 
and public investment focused on urban redevelopment. The University District 
Development Association and Public Development Authority are working to make 
investments to strengthen the urban fabric that will draw new residents, particularly 
healthcare workers and higher-education staff and graduates. Focuses for economic 
development and entrepreneurship are higher education, medical and life sciences, energy 
and sustainability. The neighborhood faces environmental, social and traffic safety 
challenges, and redevelopment is aimed at creating a healthier place for urban residents. 
Current projects include improving Division Street and the “Gateway” to the University 
District, exploring opportunities for Transportation Oriented Development (TOD), 
transforming public spaces to productive uses that could include food production and 
stormwater management, and understanding what level of public amenities spur private 
development.   

Presentation: University District  
For more detail on agenda item 10, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
01:04:12, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None. 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
Agenda Item 11: 
Spokane Tribe of Indians and Kalispel Tribe of Indians – Transportation 
Update 
Presenter: 

• Megan Heller, Planning Manager, Kalispel Development Company 

The Kalispel Tribe’s trust land and other holdings in Spokane County spans more than 600 
acres. Recent projects by the Kalispel Development Company include retail development, 
a medical clinic, and infrastructure. In Airway Heights, the tribe recently constructed a 
roundabout at Highway 2, 10th Avenue, Lyons Road (a north-south connection between 
Highway 2 and 10th Avenue), and it is in the process of installing 10 Electric Vehicle 
chargers.  The development company is working to develop Kalispel Way, a new north-
south connection that would include a walking path and pedestrian options in an area with 
none currently.      

Presentation: Kalispel Transportation Successes  
For more detail on agenda item 11, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
01:33:44, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 

https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-07-17-BP10-UniversityDistrict.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2025071041&startStreamAt=3852&stopStreamAt=5624
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-07-17-BP11-KalispelTransportationSuccesses.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2025071041&startStreamAt=5624&stopStreamAt=6310
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Action: None. 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
Agenda Item 12: 
Washington State Department of Transportation – Eastern Region Update 
Presenter: 

• Charlene Kay, Regional Administrator, Eastern Region, Washington State Department of 
Transportation 
An update on Eastern Region projects and challenges was shared. The region is focused on 
the completion of the North Spokane Corridor megaproject by 2030. Seven segments 
remain to bring the corridor project to a conclusion. Other major projects include upgrades 
to the Palouse Coulee City (PCC) short-line railroad and the Children of the Sun Trail. 
Community engagement has been a feature of recent projects, with translated materials, 
childcare, and mobile outreach provided to meet members of the public where they are. 
Major challenges include aging facilities and fleet, preservation backlogs, and climate-
related flooding and fires. Innovative efforts such as the Spokane Regional Transportation 
Management Center – a multi-jurisdictional hub integrating cameras, traffic signals, 
weather data, and EV charging information – demonstrate how shared resources can 
improve efficiency.  

Presentation: WSDOT Eastern Region Update  
For more detail on agenda item 12, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
01:46:17, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None. 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
Agenda Item 13: 
Public Comment 
No public comment was provided. 
Presentation: There was no associated presentation. 
For more detail on agenda item 13, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
02:31:21, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time 
 
Agenda Item 14: 
Washington Transportation Plan Vision 2050/Review Public Comment 
Presenters: 

• Paula Reeves, Senior Policy Analyst, Washington State Transportation Commission 
• Jonathan Overman, Senior Associate, Cambridge Analytics 

https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-07-17-BP12-WSDOT-EasternRegionUpdate.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2025071041&startStreamAt=6377&stopStreamAt=9071
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2025071041&startStreamAt=9081&stopStreamAt=9134
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An overview of the Washington Transportation Plan Vision 2050 and public comment on 
the draft plan was shared. Suggested adjustments based on comments were shared.  

Presentation: Washington Transportation Plan  
For more detail on agenda item 14, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
02:32:25, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: Commissioner Nicole Grant made a motion to delegate authority for approval of the 
final Washington Transportation Plan Vision 2050 to the chair and vice-chair; Commissioner JC 
Baldwin seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0, with two Commission seats vacant.  
 
Follow-Up: None at this time 
 
Agenda Item 15: 
West Coast Transportation Network Scoping Study 
Presenter: 

• Jonathan Overman, Senior Associate, Cambridge Systematics 
The findings of the West Coast Transportation Network Scoping Study were reviewed. The 
study was directed by the Legislature to carry out an initial assessment and scoping effort 
to determine the feasibility of creating a future West Coast transportation network plan. 
Interviews were held with representatives of the Departments of Transportation in Oregon, 
California, and Washington state, with members of each state’s transportation commission 
providing ideas during a tri-state workshop. Recommendations for undertaking a plan and 
implementation were shared.  

Presentation: West Coast Transportation Network Scoping Study 
For more detail on agenda item 15, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
02:57:03, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: Vice-Chair Jim Restucci made a motion to release the West Coast Transportation 
Network Scoping Study; Commissioner Grant seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0, with 
two Commission seats vacant.  
 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 
 
Agenda Item 16: 
Commission Business 
Commissioners shared the following reflections and recommendations from the meeting: 

• Two traffic-related fatalities in Spokane in the timeframe the Commission was visiting the 
city are a reminder of the importance of bringing awareness to safety. While there are 
efforts by government to improve safety through engineering and land use, significant 
behavioral changes need to take place to make the roads safer.  

Presentation: There was no associated presentation. 

https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-07-17-BP14-WashingtonTransportationPlan.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2025071041&startStreamAt=9145&stopStreamAt=10625
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-07-17-BP15-WestCoastTransportationNetwork-ScopingStudy.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2025071041&startStreamAt=10623&stopStreamAt=11580
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For more detail on agenda item 16, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
03:13:01, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 
Chair Young adjourned the meeting at 12:30 p.m. 
The next meeting will be the public hearing on ferry fares, held virtually on August 6, 2025, and 
an in-person meeting in Wenatchee on September 16 & 17, 2025.  

https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2025071041&startStreamAt=11581&stopStreamAt=11801
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