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WTP 2050: 
BUILDING THE FUTURE WE WANT

Washington Transportation Plan
Vision 2050: Building the Future We Want, Together



THANK YOU! - REGIONAL, LOCAL, STATE, AND TRIBAL  PARTNERS



AGENDA

1. Brief Overview of WTP Vision 2050

2. Summary of Comments Received - 
Public Comment Period

3. Next Steps
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1. OVERVIEW OF WTP VISION 2050
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Draft Strategies

PUBLIC OUTREACH BUILT W T P  V IS ION  2 0 5 0

Listening Sessions & Focus Groups Independent Policy Review

Recommended WTP Vision 
2050 Strategies 

Partner Engagement Public Input



CONTEXT FOR WTP VISION 2050
 
• Washington ranked 4th most expensive 

housing in the nation

• Washington needs 1.1 million housing units 
by 2044 to keep up with population growth

• Affordable Housing: Half of these homes, 
500,000 units, need to be affordable

• Permanent Supportive Housing: 122,000 
units of permanent supportive housing are 
needed
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WTP VISION 2050 OVERVIEW
• All transportation agencies and transportation 

service providers across the state implement and 
operationalize this Plan. 

• The Commission provides an independent and 
objective forum for developing the Plan, as they 
do not own or operate any portion of the 
transportation system. 

• The Plan includes strategies in 3 priority areas 
designed to give more focus to the 6 state policy 
goals in state law and connect them more to local 
and regional planning. 

VISION 2050

By 2050, Washington’s transportation system 
is sustainably funded, seamlessly integrated, 
and built on strong partnerships across all 
jurisdictions. It supports economic growth 
while meeting the urgent demands of climate 
and resiliency—promoting innovation, and 
improving public health and safety to 
enhance the quality of life for all 
Washingtonians, now and for generations to 
come.



Establish Resilient and Reliable Systems
Washington state’s transportation system must be capable of responding and adapting to increasingly 
frequent and severe weather events.  Disruptions to travelers and freight routes must be minimized and 
delays, increased costs, and potential shortages associated with prolonged disruptions, reduced. 

Develop Safe and Connected Communities
Washington state communities must be safe and well-connected by prioritizing transportation 
infrastructure that enhances mobility, accessibility, and safety. It builds and maintains transportation 
systems that minimize collisions and provide equitable access to all Washingtonians

THREE EMERGING FOCUS AREAS
Maintain Critical Transportation Assets  
Washington state must work to adequately funds the preservation and maintenance of our essential 
transportation infrastructure, including roadways, bridges, railways, and transit assets, to ensure safety, 
reliability, and long-term efficacy of the transportation system
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INCREASING PRESERVATION 
& MAINTENANCE BACKLOGS 

• WSDOT estimates an additional $11 billion 
in preservation and maintenance needs over 
the next 10 years.

• Washington's cities face a $1 billion annual 
shortfall in road preservation funding.

• Counties maintain close to 5,000 bridges, 
WSDOT maintains over 3,400 bridges, and 
cities maintain over 1,000.  More than half of 
these bridges are over 50 years old. 



Establish Resilient and Reliable Systems

Develop Safe and Connected Communities

FOCUS AREAS AND POLICY GOALS
Maintain Critical Transportation Assets: Objectives

• Meet preservation needs first

• Bring down average lifecycle costs 

• Reduce barriers to implement preservation projects 

•  Use data to inform investment decisions 

•  Enhance collaboration and partnerships 

•  Ensure transportation investments balance goals
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Preservation

Stewardship

State Policy Goals
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TRAFFIC FATALITIES IN WA REACHED 33-YEAR HIGH

Source:  Washington Traffic Safety Commission

After historic lows, traffic fatalities rose over the past decade, making 2023 was the worst year since 1990
While traffic fatalities increased 21% from 2017-19 to 2020-22, active transportation fatalities increased 33% 
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2024 data, just released, showed a substantial drop in fatalities



Establish Resilient and Reliable Systems

FOCUS AREAS AND POLICY GOALS
Maintain Critical Transportation Assets
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Safety

Mobility

State Policy Goals Develop Safe and Connected Communities: Objectives
• Make annual progress toward zero roadway fatalities by 2030

• Implement and evaluate new technology for enhanced safety

• Foster multi-agency and private partnerships

• Enhance the efficiency of our existing transportation systems

• Increase transit and active transportation mode share

• Make multimodal travel easy, safe, and convenient



Maintain Critical Transportation Assets  
Washington state must work to adequately funds the preservation and maintenance of our essential 
transportation infrastructure, including roadways, bridges, railways, and transit assets, to ensure safety, 
reliability, and long-term efficacy of the transportation system

Develop Safe and Connected Communities
Washington state communities must be safe and well-connected by prioritizing transportation 
infrastructure that enhances mobility, accessibility, and safety. It builds and maintains transportation 
systems that minimize collisions and provide equitable access to all Washingtonians

Establish Resilient and Reliable Systems
Washington state’s transportation system must be capable of responding and adapting to increasingly 
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delays, increased costs, and potential shortages associated with prolonged disruptions, reduced. 

THREE EMERGING FOCUS AREAS
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SEVERE WEATHER DISRUPTIONS
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Average annual acres 
burned increased 3-fold in 
last two decades. Expected 
to triple again by 2040s
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Develop Safe and Connected Communities

FOCUS AREAS AND POLICY GOALS
Maintain Critical Transportation Assets
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Economic 
Vitality

Environment

State Policy Goals Establish Resilient and Reliable Systems: Objectives
• Protect freight-critical infrastructure 

• Increase transportation efficiency and capacity

• Invest in a future-ready workforce

• Reduce the transportation sector’s annual greenhouse gas emissions to 
achieve net zero emissions by 2050 

• Bolster the resilience of the transportation network

• Promote quality of life and environmental justice



OVERVIEW OF PUBLIC COMMENTS
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6. NEXT STEPS
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NEXT STEPS 

• Requesting Commission delegate authority to Chair and Vice-Chair 
to finalize and approve release of the plan by August 1, 2025. 
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THANK YOU

Paula Reeves
ReevePa@wstc.wa.gov
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Jon Overman
joverman@camsys.com

Stay tuned for more info on future opportunities to provide 
feedback online at: 
www.wstc.wa.gov/wtp/washington-transportation-plan 

http://www.wstc.wa.gov/wtp/washington-transportation-plan
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