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What Our Citizens Value
 Make Spokane a City of Transportation Choices

 Multi-modal – Provide viable choices
 Active Transportation – Enhance Bicycle and Pedestrian Infrastructure

 Prioritize Health & Safety
 Thoughtful design can make Streets safer for all users!
 Traffic Calming – permanent & adaptive

 Create Livable Streets: Street Design should match adjacent Land Use
 Live, Work & Play

 Promote Integration to Maximize Public Benefits & Fiscal Responsibility
 Consider above and below ground infrastructure needs

 Fix it First! 
 Maintain existing transportation assets before expanding the system



Our Streets System

Type Arterials

Residentials 
& Other
Non-Arterials Total Systemwide

Center-line miles 266 728 994

Lane miles 758 1,449 2,207

Miles traveled >90% <10% 100%



HISTORY

2004 Street Bond:
A Great Success
$117 Million Bond Issue
110 miles of streets
Delivered work On Time & On Budget

But…
Debt remained with no additional 
funds to spend



The Evolution: 2014 Funding & Integration
• Reinvest the 57 cents per $1,000 of assessed value paid for Streets at the time

Get new work, instead of just paying for debt
• Use a Levy Lid Lift 

A sustainable, long-term funding source
Pay-as-you-go funding appropriate for ongoing need

• Grow the amount with Matching Funds
• Integrated Strategy is key!



Spokane’s Integrated Strategy

Integrated 
Strategy

Break 
Down the 

Silos

Leverage 
the 

Dollars

Maximize 
Public 

Benefit 

Delivering 
Value to our 

Citizens



Spokane’s Integrated Strategy
Break down the Silos
• Integrate projects across disciplines – water, sewer, stormwater, 

streets
• ROW is the delivery mechanism for all these services

Leverage the Dollars
• Funding comes from all disciplines
• Looking for opportunities for matching grants
• Keep utility rates and taxes affordable for citizens

Maximize Public Benefits
• Ensure value by doing all work that needs to be done at once
• Look for additional above-ground benefits when working 

underground
• Use existing ROW to deliver all elements of a project; don’t widen



2014 Street Levy – Our Commitment

Commit to improving overall street system

Arterial Focus: More than 90% of miles traveled
Upgrade: All arterials & maintain them during 20 years
Integrate: Multi modal, utilities, stormwater
Residential Strategy: Double investment in residentials

Maintenance New ConstructionRehab



How’s it going?
 Capital Projects & Maintenance are improving the System

2018-2024 Arterial Projects

Sq. Yds. Miles Lane Miles

2.2 million 89.0 260.3

City’s Total Arterial Lane Miles: 763

Percent of Total: 34%



Improving the System
 What does that look like?

 Improvements across the City
 More coming in 2025 and 2026



The Next Evolution
• Safe Streets Focus!

Bikes
Pedestrians
Adaptive Design
Enhanced Crossings



Background
 Mayor’s Executive Order

• Mayor Brown signed an executive order promoting “Safe Streets for All” in July 2024
• The Executive Order lists a variety of actions and expectations to improve street 

safety in the community
• It also outlined the creation of a new City Transportation Commission
• Expanded work in early 2025 with additional plans around additional traffic 

enforcement, no right on red, more Leading Pedestrian Interval usage

 Janet Mann Safe Streets Now! Resolution
• Meanwhile, City Council adopted a similar resolution on June 2024

• The Resolution encourages the use of “adaptive” design approaches to speed 
response to traffic calming needs

• And requested the creation of an adaptive design manual



Pedestrian & 
Bicycle Focus

Significant Work Under Way, In 
Design, In Planning

Total projects = $107.62 M*
Bike & Ped Focus = $73.62 M
Spokane Falls Blvd = $11 M
Post Street Bridge = $23 M

*2024 Complete, 2025 
Construction, Fully Funded & 

Planned Construction in 2026-
2028



Bicycle Network
 Bike Network Progress

 Added 15.35 miles of bike facilities 
in last 3 yrs

 Since 2018, added 38 miles
 Goal: 220 miles by 2037 – halfway 

there







Adaptive Design
• Adaptive Design Pilot  2024

• 3 projects were selected and designed
• 11th/Altamont bumpout to reduce intersection width. 
• Cooper Elementary bumpouts on Freya Street – Bridging to a permanent project
• Broadway/Chestnut – creating a median refuge for people crossing Broadway to Dutch 

Jakes Park. Also limits turns onto Chestnut Street.
• Another example – Howard Street from Mallon to Joe Albi Way

• Adaptive design manual
• We are continuing to develop

• Continued use of Adaptive Design
• Annual Adaptive Design slate of work starting in 2025.
• Also working on updates to Street Mural/Asphalt Art program with Spokane Arts



Freya Near Cooper Elem (north side)



Freya Near Cooper Elem (south side)



Altamont & 11th



Broadway & Chestnut



Spokane Falls Protected Bike Lane



Howard Street Installation



Enhanced Crossings
• Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons
• Rectangular Rapid Flashing 
Beacons (RRFB)
• 51 locations throughout 
the City (and more 
coming!)



Other Challenges
Funding

• Levy has not raised as much money as anticipated
• Gas tax is flat – the same as in 2014
• REET is not as reliable – fluctuates a lot
• Impacts both capital projects & maintenance

Major Project Priorities:
• Finish the NSC – Also Leased Lands transfer & noise mitigation
• Latah Bridge/High Bridge/Sunset Bridge - $64 million
• Work in the US 195 Corridor – regional priority!
• More rehabilitation in the downtown
• Maintaining what we have



Housing & Transportation
Funding

• Levy has not raised as much money as anticipated
• Gas tax is flat – the same as in 2014
• REET is not as reliable – fluctuates a lot
• Impacts both capital projects & maintenance

Major Project Priorities:
• Finish the NSC – Also Leased Lands transfer & noise mitigation
• Latah Bridge/High Bridge/Sunset Bridge - $64 million
• Work in the US 195 Corridor – regional priority!
• More rehabilitation in the downtown
• Maintaining what we have



A Closer 
Look at the 

US 195 
Area



Housing!!
• Governor: A million new housing units 

needed in WA over 20 years
• Latah Valley is projected to see at least 4,000 

new housing units in that time
• Study done by SRTC in collaboration with 

City, WSDOT, others
• Projects have been identified to move more 

traffic off the corridor onto local streets
• Also should look at how US 195 functions
• Funding is needed to implement projects

• This is a regional need & a regional priority

Pre-dates
US-195

Pre-dates
GMA

and dis-
connection 
    of Inland 
     Empire Way



Questions?
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