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Meeting Operations & Public Comment
• If you wish to provide comments to the Commission, please put your 

name in the Q&A box found at the bottom of your screen and we will 
call on you during the public comment period. 

• If you have questions but do not wish to speak, you can put your 
questions in the Q&A box found at the bottom of your screen and we 
will respond to them following the presentation.

• Please keep your questions and comments to the topic of toll rate-
setting for the Puget Sound Gateway Expressway facilities.
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The Washington State Transportation Commission
An independent, seven-member body of citizens appointed by the Governor for six-year terms – three from 
east of the mountains and four from the west. The WSDOT Secretary and the Governor’s Office serve as non-
voting members.

JC Baldwin
Chelan County

Roy Jennings
Clark County

Shiv Batra
King County

Nicole Grant
King County

Debbie Young, Chair
San Juan County

Jim Restucci, Vice-Chair
Yakima County

Kelly Fukai
Spokane County
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Public Involvement Comes in Different Forms
The public can get engaged, learn about the tolling options under consideration, and 
provide comments in several ways:

• Online Open House: March 24 – April 6
– Visit the Commission’s website to access the open house at: www.wstc.wa.gov

• Virtual Tolling Input Meetings: April 1 & 2
– Tuesday, April 1, 6pm – 7:30pm
– Wednesday, April 2, 12pm – 1:30pm

• Written Public Comment 
– Visit the Commission’s website to submit written comments through June 10

• Final Public Hearing & Adoption: June 17/18 WSTC virtual meeting
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http://www.wstc.wa.gov/


Overview of Puget Sound Gateway Program
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Puget Sound Gateway Program Purpose
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• Essential connections to the ports of Tacoma and 
Seattle. 

• Ensure people and goods move more reliably 
through the Puget Sound region.

• Enhance the state's economic competitiveness by 
connecting the state's largest ports to key distribution 
centers.



D-B 
CONTRACTS

STAGE 
1a

STAGE
1b

STAGE
2

SR 509 Open to traffic Under 
construction Under construction

SR 167 Open to traffic Under 
construction

Stage 2a 
Under construction – 2025

Stage 2b
Construction expected in 

2026

Gateway Program contracts
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• Clear Creek Fish Barrier Mitigation
o Design-bid-build
o Project timeline: 2026-2028 (schedule still in development)
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Puget Sound Gateway Program funding

Current funding: $2.69B
$73.7M INFRA Grant 

$2.32B state funding 
Includes federal funding 
($805M) which is allocated 
by the state

Includes $20M of 
the INFRA grant

$142.9M local 
contribution 

Funding gap: $155M

Updated cost estimate: $2.83B



Tolling

2010
2013

2013

2018
2023

2025
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Level 3 Traffic and 
Revenue Study  

Summer 2025



Gateway Program expressway toll points
SR 509 SR 167

10

SR 167, I-5 to SR 509 New Expressway – December 2026
SR 167, I-5 to SR 161 New Expressway – fall 2029

SR 509, I-5 to 24th Avenue South – October 2025
SR 509, 24th Avenue South to South 188th Street – fall 2028



Overview Toll Rate & Policy Options
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Tolling the Puget Sound Gateway Expressways

SR 509 Expressway SR 167 Expressway

The new tolled SR 509 Expressway will 
extend from South 188th Street in Burien to 
I-5 in SeaTac near South 212th Street.

The new tolled SR 167 Expressway will extend from N 
Meridian Ave. in Puyallup to I-5 in Fife and from I-5 to SR 
509 near the Port of Tacoma.

• Tolled Expressways on SR 509 and 
SR 167 will manage traffic and help 
fund construction and ongoing 
maintenance of the roadways.

• Tolling on the first portion of the SR 
509 Expressway is expected to 
begin in October 2025.

• Tolling on the SR 167 Expressway 
west of I-5 is expected to begin in 
December 2026. 

• The WSTC will adopt toll rates for 
both facilities in June 2025.
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Tolling Options Under Review

SR 509 Expressway 
Toll Rates

SR 167 Expressway 
Toll Rates 

3+ Axle Vehicle 
Toll Rates

Toll Escalation*
Low-Income 

Discount

• $1.20 to $2.40

• Vary by time of 
day & direction

East of I-5

• $1.20 to $3.00

• Vary by time of 
day & direction

West of I-5

• $1 at all times 
of the day

For both facilities, 
either:

• A multiplier of 
the 2-axle toll 
rate

• Same toll rates 
as 2-axle 
vehicles

For both facilities: 

• 2.15% annual 
toll rate 
increases, 
starting July 1, 
2030

Either: 

• A 50% discount 
for qualifying 
households on 
the SR 509 
Expressway

• A system-wide 
low-income 
tolling discount 
program

The WSTC is considering the following options for tolling the SR 509 and SR 167 Expressways.

*Toll escalation would be subject to annual WSTC review and approval.
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NOTE: An additional $2 would be charged to drivers without a Good To Go! account.



Daily SR 509 Expressway Toll Rates
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SR 509 | Northbound
SR 509 | Southbound

Good To Go! variable toll rates | SR 509
Year of opening

2.15% annual escalation starting on July 1, 2030.
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Daily SR 167 Expressway Toll Rates
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SR 167 East of I-5 | Eastbound

SR 167 East of I-5 | Westbound

SR 167 West of I-5 | Both Directions

Good To Go! variable toll rates | SR 167
Year of opening

2.15% annual escalation starting on July 1, 2030.
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3+ Axle Vehicle Toll Rates

NOTE:  An additional $2 would be charged to drivers without a Good To Go! account.

Potential Toll Rates for Multi-Axle Vehicles on SR 509 and SR 167 Expressways
Base (Two-Axle) 
Vehicle Rate

Three-Axle Vehicle 
Rate

Four-Axle Vehicle 
Rate

Five-Axle Vehicle 
Rate

Six-Axle or More 
Vehicle Rate

$1.00 $1.50 $2.00 $2.50 $3.00

$1.20 $1.80 $2.40 $3.00 $3.60

$1.80 $2.70 $3.60 $4.50 $5.40

$2.10 $3.15 $4.20 $5.25 $6.30

$2.40 $3.60 $4.80 $6.00 $7.20

$3.00 $4.50 $6.00 $7.50 $9.00

NOTE: Vehicles with three or more axles include semi trucks, vehicles towing a trailer, and large buses.
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3+ Axle Vehicle Toll Rates Considerations
• The Expressways will significantly attract truck and auto trips to the new 

expressways, shifting them off local facilities, improving operations for all users.

– The proposed 3+ axle vehicle toll rates are consistent with how applied on all other 
Washington State toll facilities on which such vehicles are allowed.

– The elimination of higher toll rates for 3+ axle vehicles will slightly increase the number 
of truck trips using the new SR 167 and SR 509 expressways.

– The elimination of higher toll rates for 3+ axle vehicles is not expected to change traffic 
operations or overall performance on local or regional facilities.

• Including the proposed higher toll rates for 3+ axle vehicles would increase net toll 
revenue by about 10 percent on both Expressways.
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Toll Rate Escalation
• For both the SR 509 and SR 167 Expressways: 

– 2.15% annual toll rate increases, starting July 1, 2030.

• Annual increases would initially translate to about five cents per year.

• Intent of toll rate escalation is to have toll revenues keep pace with inflation in 
support of operations and maintenance costs for the facilities.

• Toll escalation would be subject to annual review and approval by the Transportation 
Commission.

18



Approaches to Low-Income Tolling 
Limited by Zip Code

• The Legislature directed WSDOT to work with the WSTC to assess a geographic-
based low-income tolling approach specific to the SR 509 Expressway.

– The geographic approach assessed applying a toll discount for residents living in ZIP 
Codes within one mile of the SR 509 completion project corridor.

• Primary concerns about a geographic-based low-income program include:

– Program costs and complexity required to manage residency information.

– Provides benefit to local residents but not other low-income drivers who may also 
regularly use a facility.
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Approaches to Low-Income Tolling 
Available System-Wide

To ensure all low-income drivers can seek toll relief, the WSTC will advance a system-
wide tolling program providing a 50% low-income discount to qualifying drivers. 

This program would begin with the Puget Sound Gateway SR 509 & SR 167 Expressways 
in December 2026.

• Eligibility would not be based on where a driver lives.

• Participants would receive the discount on those tolled facilities for which the low-income 
program is offered. 

• Existing facilities that are currently tolled will be considered in the future as toll rate changes 
come up. 
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Questions & Answers
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Public Comment
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Next Steps in the Toll Setting Process

Task Date
Online Open House March 24 - April 6 (2 weeks)

Two Virtual Public Input Meetings Tuesday, April 1, 6:00pm - 7:30pm
Wednesday, April 2, 12:00pm - 1:30pm

Select Toll Rate Proposal April WSTC Meeting (Bellevue): April 16, 2025 
Final public hearing for adoption of rates and 
policies June 17/18 Virtual Meeting

Toll rates / policies take effect October 2025

23



Thank You!

Contact:
Carl See

WSTC Deputy Director
transc@wstc.wa.gov

360-705-7070

mailto:trancs@wstc.wa.gov
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