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Puget Sound Gateway Program Tolling

* Tolled Expressways on SR 509 and

SR 167 will manage traffic and
help fund construction and
ongoing maintenance of the
roadways.

* Tolling on the first portion of the
SR 509 Expressway is expected to
begin in October 2025.

* Tolling on the SR 167 Expressway
west of I-5 is expected to begin in
December 2026.

SR 509 Expressway

SR 167 Expressway

The new tolled SR 509 Expressway will
extend from South 188th Streetin Burien to
I-5 in SeaTac near South 212th Street.

The new tolled SR 167 Expressway will extend
from N Meridian Ave. in Puyallup to I-5 in Fife
and from I-5 to SR 509 near the Port of Tacoma.




Public Engagement Opportunities

 The public input process will begin this month to inform toll policy decision making.

 The public can get engaged, learn about the tolling options under consideration, and
provide comments via a couple different ways:

— Online Open House: March 24 — April 6

* Will be accessible at: www.wstc.wa.gov starting March 24.

— Virtual Tolling Input Meetings: April 1 & 2
e Tuesday, April 1, 6pm — 7:30pm
 Wednesday, April 2, 12pm —1:30pm
e Registration information will be available at www.wstc.wa.gov beginning on March 24.

— Final Public Hearing & Adoption: June 17/18 WSTC virtual meeting


http://www.wstc.wa.gov/
http://www.wstc.wa.gov/

Puget Sound Gateway Tolling Considerations

The WSTC is considering different options for tolling the SR 509 and SR 167 Expressways:

Toll Rates

$1.20to $2.40

Vary by time of
day & direction

SR 509 Expressway SR 167 Expressway

Toll Rates

East of I-5
e $1.20to0 S$3.00

e Vary by time of
day & direction

3+ Axle Vehicle
Toll Rates

For both facilities,
either:

e A multiplier of
the 2-axle toll
rate

Toll Escalation*

For both facilities:

e 2.15% annual
toll rate
increases,

Low-Income
Discount
Either:

e A50% discount
for qualifying
households on
the SR 509
Expressway

West of I-5 e Same toll rates starting July 1, e A system-wide
. $1atall imes as 2-axle 2030 low-income
of the day vehicles tolling discount
program

*Toll escalation would be subject to annual WSTC review and approval.




Approaches to Low-Income Tolling
Limited by Zip Code

e The Legislature directed WSDOT to work with the WSTC to assess a geographic-
based low-income tolling approach specific to the SR 509 Expressway.

— The geographic approach assessed applying a toll discount for residents living in ZIP
Codes within one mile of the SR 509 Expressway project corridor.

— The WSTC has advanced a geographic-based 50% low-income discount on the SR 509
Expressway in two of the final four proposed toll rate options.

 Primary concerns about a geographic-based low-income program include:
— Program costs and complexity required to manage residency information.

— Provides benefit to local residents but not other low-income drivers who may also
regularly use a facility.



Approaches to Low-Income Tolling
Available System-Wide

e Building on work assessing a low-income option that is limited by ZIP Code, the
WSTC is proposing consideration of a system-wide approach that would begin with
new toll facilities, starting with the Puget Sound Gateway SR 509 & SR 167
Expressways in December 2026.

— A system-wide low-income toll program was recommended in the Commission’s 2021
low-income tolling study as the more efficient and fair way to move this program
forward than a geographic approach.

— Eligibility would not be geographically bounded for a specific facility, and participants
would receive the discount on all facilities on which it applies.

— Existing facilities could be added after WSTC’s review and approval, following analysis of
capacity to meet financial obligations, traffic performance goals, and policy
considerations.



Approaches to Low-Income Tolling
Avalilable System-Wide

* Benefits of the proposed system-wide approach include:

— Ensures eligible low-income drivers have an option to reduce their costs for
travel on all tolled facilities.

— Minimizes WSDOT's cost to operate compared to managing eligibility separately
for each facility based on distinct geographic regions.

— Provides a simple percentage discount as the simplest and most cost-effective
implementation option.

— Assumes eligibility and verification requirements enabling capacity to use the
existing Washington State Department of Social and Health Services system,
reducing costs and making enrollment as easy as possible.



Puget Sound Gateway Rate-Setting Timeline

Task

Date

Legislative discussions to inform toll rate and
policy setting

January - April 2025

File CR-101

Filed March 11, 2025

Review Toll Rate / Policy Options

March WSTC Meeting: March 18, 2025

Online Open House

March 24 - April 6 (2 weeks)

Two Virtual Public Input Meetings

Tuesday, April 1, 6:00pm - 7:30pm
Wednesday, April 2, 12:00pm - 1:30pm

Select Toll Rate Proposal

April WSTC Meeting (Bellevue): April 16, 2025

File CR-102

By May 7, 2025

Final public hearing for adoption of rates and
policies

As early as June 10, 2025
Tentative: June WSTC Meeting (Virtual): June 17-18

Toll rates / policies take effect

Beginning in October 2025 with the SR 509
Expressway




Questions?

Carl See
Deputy Director
Washington State Transportation Commission
360-705-7934
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