
Memorandum of Understanding: 
Pedestrian Safety Elements

Washington State Senate Transportation Committee
March 18, 2025

Malihe Samadi, Deputy Commissioner - CDOT
David Smith, Complete Streets Director - CDOT
Steve Schilke, Bureau Chief of Programming - IDOT



Why Develop an MOU?
• Close to 10% of streets within 

Chicago are under IDOT 
jurisdiction

• Design of these streets are 
coordinated with IDOT and 
subject to State design standards

• The context of Chicago is vastly 
different than the rest of Illinois



Why Develop an MOU?

• Shared commitment to a safe 
transportation system

• Focus on vulnerable roadway 
users

• Framework for implementing 
safety infrastructure faster and 
systematically



Purpose
• Established process, design, and administrative strategies to improve the
quantity, quality, and pace of CDOT’s implementation of traffic safety
infrastructure in the City.

• Identify a menu of traffic safety infrastructure that
the Parties agree upon for implementation in the City.

• Establish a working group to discuss specific technical requirements needed to identify
additional measures and improvements to address safety and continually
update the schedules of this MOU.

• Examine internal processes in which both Parties can
streamline the review and approval process for improvements along City
streets. 



Scope
• All streets in Chicago for which IDOT has 

jurisdiction/oversight

• Chicago assumes responsibility for compliance of 
ADA Pedestrian Curb Ramps

• Establishes that 10-foot wide travel lanes are 
acceptable on State Routes

• Clarifies Design Vehicle parameters when CDOT 
implements traffic safety infrastructure
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