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RCO is...

• A small state agency
• About 90 employees
• Unique—created by a voter 

initiative 
• 6th largest capital budget 
• Not a land manager
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To be an exemplary partner that provides 
statewide leadership and funding to protect 
and improve the best of Washington’s 
natural and outdoor recreation resources, 
now and for future generations.

Mission



Boards and Offices

• Recreation and Conservation 
Funding Board

• Salmon Recovery Funding Board
• Governor’s Salmon Recovery 

Office
• Washington Invasive Species 

Council
• Habitat and Recreation Lands 

Coordinating Group
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4 Grant Areas
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Recreation
Salmon & 

Orca RecoveryConservation
Outdoor 

Programs & Education



Washington Gas Tax 
& Outdoor Recreation



7

Background



WSTC, 2020 RUC Pilot Project, A-7 Use of Road Usage Charge Revenue

Use of Gas Tax 
Revenue by 
Account
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Distribution 
for Recreation

1% 1% $2M
RCW 46.10.530RCW 46.09.520RCW 79A.25.040





RCO
58.5%

DNR
36%

WDFW
3.5%

State 
Parks

2%

Motor
Vehicle
Refunds 
RCW 46.09.520



Boating Facilities Program
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Off-road Vehicle Account/ Non-highway and Off-
road Vehicle Account
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Nonhighway and Off-Road Activities
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State Parks Winter Snowmobile Recreation 
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State Parks Marine Law Enforcement 
Training and Boater Safety



State Agency Gas Tax Funded Programs

Agency Revenue 
(biennium) Program

Recreation and 
Conservation 
Funding Board

$14 million Boating Facilities Program

$10 million Nonhighway and Off-Road Activities

DNR, WDFW, 
State Parks $6.5 million Off-Road Vehicle Account (NOVA)

State Parks

$2 million Snowmobile Account (“Winter Recreation Snowmobile 
Program”)

1/3 of US Coast 
Guard Funding 
(Over $2 million)

Marine Law Enforcement Training and Boating Safety



The Problem
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2020 RUC Pilot Project

“Current programs that receive gas tax 
refunds attributable to non-highway activities 
should continue receiving their same share of 
funding during the transition period to a RUC 
(expected to be at least 10–25 years), since the 
state gas tax will remain in place during this 
transition.”
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HB 1921 / SB 5726

“Evaluate the impact of the collection of 
the road usage fee on funding for off-road vehicle 
infrastructure and options available to address that 
impact, with a report provided to the transportation 
committees of the legislature by January 1, 2028.”

11(c)



Moving Forward



Questions?
22

Brock Milliern
Policy & Legislative Director
Brock.Milliern@rco.wa.gov 
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