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WA Bridges and Short Span Structures
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• Counties are responsible for 46% of all the NBI Bridges in the 
entire state; 3 TIMES as many short span structures as DOT.

 

• Counties are responsible for over 59% of all the lane miles in 
WA, including 70,000* culverts!

 

• Many of those short spans & culverts, under new and updated 
resource agency rules, will become bridges when they reach 
end of life and require replacement.

• The condition and viability of county bridges directly affects the 
movement of goods and services like agriculture, the timber 
industry, tourism, commercial and industrial capacity, and are 
critical to rural resilience. *A conservative estimate

**Not eligible for federal funding



• At ≤ 20 feet long, you may not even 
notice you’ve crossed one!

• They look and function the same as 
other bridges

• NOT eligible for federal aid; the ONLY 
funding source is local $$$.

• Whether it is 15 ft or 1500 ft, if a 
bridge is restricted or closed, the road 
is too!!! 

What is a Short-Span Bridge?



Short Span → Much Larger Replacement

AFTERBEFORE



Current Challenges

Funding 

Permitting 

Climate Change 

Inflation of 
Construction Costs
  

Staff/Consultant Capacity 

Significant NBIS Changes
  Load Rating – CRAB $10M budget request

Fish Passage



Counties continue to 
perform at the highest levels 

in managing our bridges 
and performing maintenance & 

inspections.

Federal Local Bridge Program

Use of Prefabricated Systems

Successes



Bridges are a high priority for 
the State and Federal Government.

As such, please consider: 
 

100% funding programs 
for local agencies 

- and -

A short span structure funding 
program for local agencies.

Closing Recommendations



County roads are technically part of the 
State Highway System and counties are the 

State’s regional provider: 
 

LOCAL ROAD PROGRAM*
HB 1098 & SB 5544 

Addresses grant funding for county local roads, a 
critical 49,000 miles of our state’s road system.

*Short span bridges would be eligible 
projects in this proposed program.

Closing Comments



Tens of millions of federal dollars Washington 
State receives from FHWA for bridge 

rehabilitation and replacement are at risk. 
 

BRIDGE LOAD RATING 
GRANT PROGRAM

A one-time grant for load ratings on county and city 
bridges to meet new federal rating requirements.

If a local agency is not in compliance 
with the new load rating requirements, 
that agency is not out of compliance

 - the entire State of Washington is out of 
compliance. 

Closing Comments

Bridges in Need 
of a Load Rating

Communities 
Affected

Estimated Cost
(at $10,000/bridge rating)

COUNTIES

519 
of 3,426 Bridges

36 
Counties

$5.2 million

CITIES

75 
of 855 Bridges

58 
Cities/Towns

$1.2 million

$10s OF MILLIONS AT RISK FOR ALL WA STATE, COUNTIES, & CITIES
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