Overview of Elma, Washington

Location: Grays Harbor County, between Olympia and Aberdeen along US Highway 12
Population: Approximately 3,500 residents.
Economic Profile:

o Industrial, agricultural, and growing residential community.

o Key employers: Health services, education, and manufacturing.

o High level of poverty — approximately 35%

We are experiencing significant growth!



Transportation Challenges

Deferred Maintenance: Aging infrastructure requiring repairs, resurfacing, and upgrades.

Limited Funding & Economic Limitations: Receive less funding and have a smaller tax base,
making it difficult to maintain and expand infrastructure.

Traffic Congestion and Safety: Increased traffic and
deficient transportation networks hinder the movement of goods,
services, and people, negatively impacting local businesses and
commerce. This can also slow or block emergency response.



Main Street & US Highway 12

This has seen significant growth since 2009!



Main Street & US Highway 12

Summit Pacific Medical Center Is expected to
complete its large expansion project in 2026.

In 2024, Grocery Outlet was added to Eagles
Landing, and it will continue to grow.

This growth magnifies the need to address
traffic congestion at this intersection.

» Access to emergency medical services
 Promote local commerce




Main Street & US Highway 12

Through the federal Surface Transportation
Program, a roundabout would be built at the
Intersection no earlier than 2031

2026 - Preliminary Engineering
2028 - Right-Of-Way acquisition
2031 - Construction




The industrial park continues
to grow with the addition of a
distribution center.

The intersection is frequently
the site of MVAs.

Large vehicles heading east
with freight drive through
Elma rather than accessing
Highway 12 directly.
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How Can the Commission Help?

Help rural communities overcome barriers to resources to improve transportation infrastructure.

Support policies that prioritize safety improvements on rural roads to help reduce accidents
and improve traffic flow in and around rural communities.

Support and prioritize projects in rural communities that optimize freight routes, reduce
congestion, support economic growth and improves public safety.

Thank you for your time!
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