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Virtual Meeting Summary
September 11, 2024

Washington State Transportation Commission Chair Debbie Young opened the meeting at 9 a.m.
and joined Commission Chairs Carl Guardino (California) and Julie Brown (Oregon) in
introducing their fellow members. An overview of the agenda and meeting protocols was provided.

Agenda Item 2:

Introduction and Overview of the West Coast Transportation Network Plan
Scoping Study

Presenters:

e Reema Griffith, Executive Director, Washington State Transportation Commission
e Paula Reeves, Senior Policy Analyst, Washington State Transportation Commission
e Jonathan Overman, Senior Associate, Cambridge Systematics

The Washington State Legislature in 2023 directed the Washington State Transportation
Commission to undertake the West Coast Transportation Network Plan Scoping Study, and
an overview of the purpose of the study was shared. The current work is to understand the
scope and scale of a possible future West Coast Transportation Network Plan that promotes
clean transportation across the three states, improves freight and passenger mobility, and
identifies risks to resilience.

Presentation: West Coast Transportation Network Plan Scoping Study

For more detail on agenda item 2, please refer to the TV\W Meeting Recording, starting at
00:06:05, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None
Follow-Up: None at this time.

Agenda Item 3:
Thoughts From West Coast Departments of Transportation

Presenters:

e Ann Fox, Deputy Director for Planning and Modal Programs, California Department of
Transportation

e Amanda Pietz, Administrator of Policy, Data and Analysis Division, Oregon Department
of Transportation

e Marshall Elizer, Assistant Secretary, Multimodal Development & Delivery,
Washington State Department of Transportation


https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024-0911-BP2-WestCoastTransportationNetworkScopingStudy.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2024091009&startStreamAt=365&stopStreamAt=930

Representatives from the three states’ DOTs shared work being done in all three states on
electrification, emissions reductions and improving resiliency that could be extended as
common priorities for a West Coast Transportation Network Plan. Specific possibilities
cited as areas for collaboration were numerous and included climate vulnerability and
power grid assessments, shared targets for reducing emissions, truck charging and parking
projects, the development of passenger rail and multimodal state-to-state connections,
broadband connectivity, and advanced air mobility.

Presentations: California Department of Transportation
Oregon Department of Transportation
Washington State Department of Transportation

For more detail on agenda item 3, please refer to the TV\W Meeting Recording, starting at
00:15:30, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None.
Follow-Up: None at this time.

Agenda Item 4:
Tri-State Commission Discussion

Commissioners ranked the following potential focus areas most important: 1) road usage charging
and tolling, 2) electrification and charging, 3) safety, 4) resiliency, and 5) freight goods and
movement. Commissioners shared the following comments:

e We’re all struggling with funding, and that keeps us from being creative and collaborative.
e ldentifying the “low-hanging fruit” the three states can collaborate on and identifying the
barriers (particularly at the federal level) in those areas to overcome is a good first step.

e Rural communities need to be a bigger part of the discussion, especially when it comes to

safety.
e For road usage charging and other user fees, equity is an important consideration.

Commissioners ranked the following desired outcomes or benefits as most desirable for a network
plan: 1) project funding and grants, 2) goals and policy alignment, 3) research and knowledge
sharing, 4) prioritization and capital planning, and 5) project development. Commissioners shared
the following comments:

e Research and knowledge sharing is about understanding differences and nuances of needs,
and using information that’s coming out of other states aids that.

e Goals and policy alignment help drive prioritization and capital planning and is key before
approaching federal agencies.

e West Coast states are currently engaged in knowledge sharing on a variety of fronts, but
they can and should lead the nation when it comes to the transition to road usage charging.

e Outcomes should be measurable and meaningful. The West Coast states should be leading
the nation in modernizing the transportation system.


https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024-0911-BP3a-CaliforniaDepartmentofTransportation.pdf
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024-0911-BP3b-OregonDepartmentofTransportation.pdf
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024-0911-BP3c-WashingtonStateDepartmentofTransportation.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2024091009&startStreamAt=930&stopStreamAt=2947

Commissioners expressed preference for the following options when it comes to the potential scale
and scope of the study and plan: 1) few focus areas or processes studied with a set of narrow
recommendations, 2) comprehensive study with narrow set of recommendations, and 3) few focus
areas or processes studied with a wide range of recommendations. Commissioners shared the
following comments supporting those rankings:

e Define some specific goals and make progress toward those.

e Establishing limits can constrain flexibility, but having a planning timeframe is also
important to help move actions forward.

e Recommendations should be divided into short-term and long-term actions.

Presentation: There was no associated presentation

For more detail on agenda item 4, please refer to the TV\W Meeting Recording, starting at
00:48:58, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None.
Follow-Up: None at this time.

Agenda Item 5:
Public Comment

Brian Yanity, Rail Passenger Association of CA & NV - The three states should include the
needs and concerns of the train-riding public in their transportation plans, including a West Coast
Transportation Network Plan. A moratorium should be placed on increased road capacity because
of insufficient budgetary resources and emission reduction goals, and investments should be made
in rail capacity for passengers and freight.

Dan McFarling — The modern history of transportation systems has favored the subsidizing of
roads and highways to serve single-occupancy vehicles over rail lines, which have remained
privately funded, and transit. Roadway throughput has received society’s priority over the mobility
of people and freight. Rail and public transportation are safe, economical, better for the
environment and more equitable.

Luis Moscoso, All Aboard Washington — Current ongoing studies by the Federal Railroad
Administration and Amtrak should be considered in work on a West Coast Transportation Network
Plan. The Greater Northwest Rail Summit Oct 8-9 in Spokane brings together rail experts and
advocates to discuss expansion of the nation’s passenger rail system in the Pacific Northwest, and
topics should be given consideration in a West Coast plan.

Steve Birdlebough - There should be coordination among states on the road usage charge, and
there should be unity in approach for the three West Coast states.

Michelle Rousey — Transportation, housing and other services need to be accessible for seniors
and people with disabilities.

Matthew Honeycutt — Legislative partnerships should be part of any effort on a West Coast
Transportation Network Plan. Transportation equity is important, with the inability to drive being
a barrier for many.

Presentation: There was no associated presentation.


https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2024091009&startStreamAt=2938&stopStreamAt=6253

For more detail on agenda item 5, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at
01:44:13, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None
Follow-Up: None at this time.

Agenda Item 6:
Closing Remarks

Presenters:

e Julie Brown, Chair, Oregon Transportation Commission
e Darnell Grisby, Vice Chair, California Transportation Commission
e Debbie Young, Chair, Washington State Transportation Commission

Time is of the essence on pursuing a West Coast Transportation Network Plan, with
commissioners’ tenures constrained by term limits. The contributions of commissioners
during the discussion were appreciated.

Presentation: There was no associated presentation

For more detail on agenda item 6, please refer to the TV\W Meeting Recording, starting at
02:01:17, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen.

Action: None.
Follow-Up: None at this time.

Chair Young adjourned the meeting at 11 a.m.


https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2024091009&startStreamAt=6253&stopStreamAt=7277
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/2024-07-24-BP7-LinkTransit.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2024091009&startStreamAt=7277&stopStreamAt=2947
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