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 Virtual Meeting Summary 

September 11, 2024 
 
 
Chair Debbie Young opened the meeting at 11:15 a.m. with introductions by Commission 
members and staff, an overview of the agenda, and meeting protocols.  
 
Agenda Item 2: 
INRIX 2023 Global Traffic Scorecard 
Presenter:  

• Bob Pishue, Chief Economist, INRIX Inc. 
 

The latest Global Traffic Scorecard from INRIX shows that global traffic congestion in 
2023 was up from 2022. Still, less than a third of U.S. urban areas have traffic delays above 
2019 levels. In Washington state, the average Seattle commuter was delayed 58 hours in 
2023, down 11 percent from 2019. Mid-day travel continues to be strong, a trend that began 
before the pandemic. While mid-day commuting is easing morning commute congestion, 
it is building congestion earlier in the day for the afternoon/evening commute. This 
presents an opportunity to continue to flatten the peaks and mitigate congestion in the mid-
day through tools like signal timing, incident response, and freeway on-ramp metering. 
Other policy options include increasing the flexibility in transit and vanpools (making 
destinations less centered on downtowns), revisiting long-range land-use plans, and 
prioritizing maintenance and preservation of the transportation infrastructure.  

 
Presentation:  INRIX 2023 Global Traffic Scorecard  

For more detail on agenda item 2, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
00:03:37, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-0911-BP2-Inrix2023GlobalTrafficScorecard.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2024091134&startStreamAt=217&stopStreamAt=2411
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Agenda Item 3: 
Washington Transportation Plan 
Presenter:  

• Jonathan Overman, Senior Associate, Cambridge Systematics 
 

An overview was provided of the work to date on the update of the Washington 
Transportation Plan (WTP). Two rounds of engagement have taken place so far through 
virtual workshops. The first round of outreach was supported by regional transportation 
partners and focused on regional priorities. The second round of meetings was topic-
focused: sustainable funding, climate and resiliency, connecting communities, and equity 
in transportation. Insights from the meetings were shared, along with next steps in the 
development of the plan update. Draft recommendations for new and refined strategies for 
the WTP will be developed and shared beginning this fall, with a refined list shared with a 
broader group of stakeholders and the public in early 2025.  

 
Presentation: Washington Transportation Plan 
For more detail on agenda item 3, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
00:40:25, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None. 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 
 

Agenda Item 4: 
Route Jurisdiction Study Update 
Presenters: 

• Rob Fellows, Transportation Planning Director, WSP USA 
• Steve Gorcester, Chief Executive Officer, Performance Plane LLC 

 
The Legislature directed the Commission to undertake the Route Jurisdiction Study to 
review current criteria used to define the state highway system and determine whether 
changes are appropriate. The report of study findings is due by July 1, 2025. Outreach was 
reviewed; meetings have taken place with stakeholders from key state agencies, cities, and 
associations representing cities and counties. Areas of improvement to the current route 
transfer process were identified, including proposed changes to the process when two 
parties do not have an agreement on a transfer request. A set of proposed evaluation factors 
that look at connectivity, function, and continuity of state highways being proposed for 
transfer was presented. A secondary set of evaluation factors proposed is climate 
sensitivity, equity, sole connection to a place, discontinuities, and duplicate connections.  

 
Presentation: Route Jurisdiction Study  
For more detail on agenda item 4, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
01:33:08, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None.  
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-0911-BP3-WashingtonTransportationPlan.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2024091134&startStreamAt=2425&stopStreamAt=5579
https://wstc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-0911-BP4-RouteJurisdictionStudy.pdf
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2024091134&startStreamAt=5588&stopStreamAt=8375
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Agenda Item 5: 
Work Session – WSTC’s 2024-25 Annual Report to the Legislature 
Presenter: 

• Paula Reeves, Senior Policy Analyst, Washington State Transportation Commission 
 
Three possible themes for the Commission’s annual report to the Legislature and Governor 
were reviewed, with the theme “Illuminating Change Through Partnerships” illustrated 
with a ferry backlit by the Northern Lights garnering the most support. Four draft “big 
ideas” were presented on technology, funding, collaboration and partnerships, and equity 
in transportation, with specific recommendations accompanying each big idea. Further 
discussion yielded a desire to incorporate safety and funding for maintenance and 
preservation into the big ideas. Proposed policy recommendations were also shared and 
discussed.  
 

Presentation: There was no associated presentation 
For more detail on agenda item 5, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
02:19:50, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None. 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 

 
Agenda Item 6: 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment 
Presentation: There was no associated presentation. 
For more detail on agenda item 6, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
03:10:24, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: None 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 
 

Agenda Item 7: 
Commission Business 

• July Meeting Summary 
• 2025 Meeting Schedule and Locations  
• Commission Reflections and Reports 

 
Commissioners reviewed the 2025 Meeting Schedule and Locations, taking note of the 
switch of the February meeting days to Feb. 19-20 to avoid a conflict with the Presidents’ 
Day holiday. 

Commissioners shared the following reflections and recommendations from the meeting: 

https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2024091134&startStreamAt=8390
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2024091134&startStreamAt=11424&stopStreamAt=11455
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• The Global Traffic Scorecard commuting data was insightful, and it’s important to 
remember that the privilege of telecommuting and working from home is not available to 
all, and that shows up in driving patterns and the number of single-occupancy vehicles on 
the road in certain areas of Puget Sound. 

• Excellent progress is being made on the West Coast Transportation Network Plan 
Scoping Study, the Washington Transportation Plan, the Route Jurisdiction Study, and 
the Commission’s Annual Report.   

 
Presentation: There was no associated presentation. 
For more detail on agenda item 7, please refer to the TVW Meeting Recording, starting at 
03:10:58, on the progress bar found at the bottom of the screen. 
Action: Commissioners approved the July Meeting Summary for posting and distribution.   
 
Follow-Up: None at this time. 
 
Chair Young adjourned the meeting at 5 p.m. 
The next meeting will be held in Vancouver, WA, on October 1, 2024.  

https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2024091134&startStreamAt=11458&stopStreamAt=11729
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