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Washington State Active Transportation 
Plan - 2020 and Beyond

wsdot.wa.gov/construction-planning/statewide-
plans/active-transportation-plan
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Washington’s 
Roadway Network

Map credit: Washington State County Road Administration Board

Total lane miles:
• State: 18,700
• City: 36,000
• County: 78,000
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Overview of Programs to Address 
Incomplete Streets
Program Eligible Location Eligible Recipient Funding Sources

Safe Routes to School Roads within 2 miles of 
primary, middle, or high 
schools

Owner/operator of the 
facility

Climate Commitment 
Act, Multimodal 
Account, Federal Motor 
Vehicle Account

Pedestrian & Bicyclist All roads where 
pedestrians and 
bicyclists are permitted

Owner/operator of the 
facility

Climate Commitment 
Act, Multimodal Account

Sandy Williams 
Connecting 
Communities

Current and former state 
highways

Any city, county, tribe, 
MPO/RTPO, WSDOT 
region

Climate Commitment 
Act

WSDOT Complete 
Streets

State highways State transportation 
projects only

Not a grant: funded as 
part of projects by the 
funding sources for the 
projects 
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Safe Routes to School Program
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https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/support-local-programs/funding-
programs/safe-routes-school-program

23-25 Total: 
$52 million



Pedestrian and Bicyclist Program
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https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/support-local-programs/funding-
programs/pedestrian-bicycle-program

23-25 Total: 
$52 million



Sandy Williams Connecting Communities 
Program
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https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/support-local-programs/funding-
programs/sandy-williams-connecting-communities-program

23-25 Total: 
$25 million



Complete Streets for State Transportation 
Projects
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• The Complete Streets requirement in RCW 
47.04.035 is helping WSDOT advance projects 
that, when funded, will:
– Improve safety and convenience for 

everyone
– Provide for all modes of transportation and 

meet the needs of those who can't or don't 
drive

– Create freedom of choice by enabling 
people to select and use the best mode of 
transportation for their trip

– Facilitate mode shifts toward climate-
friendly forms of transportation that support 
a healthier, safer community

https://wsdot.wa.gov/construction-planning/complete-streets



LTS: Level of Traffic Stress
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We need not only consider physical constraints (Can we fit a bike lane here?), but also willingness to 
use facilities (How can we build a bike lane that people will feel comfortable using?)



Understanding Bicyclist Stress:
Interest in Riding

11

Level of interest in riding 
among the adult general 
population

(graphic source: 
Toole Design)



Safe System Approach - Safer Roads

12Source for all images: Fehr & Peers

Avoiding crashes involves:

Separating users in 
space

Separating users 
in time

Increasing 
attentiveness and 
awareness

Equitable and explicit consideration of modal decisions



Safe System Approach - Safer Roads
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Managing crash kinetic energy:

Managing speed Manage Mass 
difference

Manage crash angles

Source for all images: Fehr & Peers



2023 WSDOT Design Manual Update
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Updates to:
• Design goals, objectives, and 

processes to incorporate Complete 
Streets.

• Alternatives development, community 
engagement.

• Support for roadway reallocation and 
speed reduction.

• Intersection design for all road users.
• Design for pedestrian facilities, bicycle 

facilities, share use paths – how to 
deliver Level of Traffic Stress 2 or 
better.

https://wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/all-manuals-and-standards/manuals/design-manual
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REGION COMPLETE STREETS TEAMS 
Leads and Contact Information

Region Lead Contact Email

Northwest Region Zack Howard (SnoKing) NWRCompleteStreetsTeam@wsdot.wa.gov

Eastern Region Shea Suski wsdotercompletestreetsteam@wsdot.wa.gov

Southwest Region Chelsey Martin MartinCh@wsdot.wa.gov

Northwest Region Elizabeth Sjostrom (MBA) MBACompleteStreetsSupport@wsdot.wa.gov

South Central Region Kathy Murray murraka@wsdot.wa.gov

Olympic Region Yvette Liufau OR_CSteam@wsdot.wa.gov

North Central Region Daniel Turner turndan@wsdot.wa.gov

WSF Frank Fiedler IV fiedlef@wsdot.wa.gov

Rail (RFP) Larry Rasmussen rasmusl@wsdot.wa.gov

mailto:NWRCompleteStreetsTeam@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:wsdotercompletestreetsteam@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:MartinCh@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:MBACompleteStreetsSupport@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:murraka@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:OR_CSteam@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:turndan@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:fiedlef@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:rasmusl@wsdot.wa.gov
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(formerly programmed, moved off programmed list due to lack of funding)

Projects evaluated 
for Complete 
Streets since July 1, 
2022:
• Complete 

Streets applies: 
287

• Complete 
Streets doesn’t 
apply: 767 



Project: SR 20 Fish Passage 
Barrier

Located in:
• Unincorporated Skagit County
• Not identified as an 

overburdened community
• Active Transporation 

network identified as a lower 
stress, separated trail located 
south of project location
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Where Complete Streets Analysis is 
not needed

(Project location, shown as a blue circle. 
Cascade Trail, the regional network, provides a lower stress
separated path shown in orange south of SR 20)



Where Complete Streets Analysis is needed
Project: SR 20 Paving

Location:
• City of Burlington
• Identified as a portion of an 

overburdened community
• Gaps are identified in 

WSDOT's Active Transportation 
Plan

• The City of Burlington is excited 
for the opportunity to partner 
with WSDOT to identify 
improvements needed on and 
off the highway system to 
support active transportation 
and transit
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Complete Streets Pre-Design Paving 
Projects

Approach:
• Community coordination and option 

development 
• Active Transportation network gaps identified 

– both linear and crossings
• Working on concepts that support land use, 

access, and safety goals by promoting more 
comfortable and direct access (not a one size 
fits all)

• Working together so we are all moving toward 
the same vision, with clarified opportunities 
and challenges- making sure expectations are 
clear – so together, we will develop corridors 
that safely support all modes 
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SR 142 / Lyle 
to Little 
Klickitat River 
Br - ADA

Successes
• SWR was able to adopt earlier WSDOT community outreach & planning 

study recommendations, expediting CS process and moving directly into 
the design phase.

• Community’s preferred alternative: Paving adjacent Klickitat Trail
• Residents will have a safe route to community center, school & other 

destinations

Where It’s Heading
• Project design started in December 2022
• Construction tentatively scheduled for Summer 2024

Enhanced crossings
Paved Shared-use Path
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US 195: Colfax Bridge Replacement
• Replacing two bridges (US 

195 & SR 26) with one
• New roundabout 

intersection
• Community engagement was 

key in understanding needs
• Adding shared use path 

across bridge
• Improving US 195 / 1st St 

crossing (currently closed to 
crossings)
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US 395/Chewelah Paving

5-mile paving project,
1 mile where Complete 
Streets applies

US 395 at Lincoln Ave

US 395 near Webster Ave

Heat map of bike/ped destinations

Chewelah Complete Streets Community Workshop

Buffered 
Bike Lanes

Separated 
Bike Lanes

Cross-section scenarios from a visual preference surveyCross-section scenarios from a visual preference survey
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I-5/0.5 Miles N of 78th St to NE 134th St - Paving
Complete Streets Strategies
• Improve ADA ramps
• 10ft wide cut-throughs in the 

islands to accommodate bikes
• Adding pedestrian signage
• Realigning crosswalks for better 

sight distance & shorter 
crossings

• Reducing lane widths/tighten 
turning radius to promote 
slower speeds through the 
crosswalks
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Compact Roundabout Pre-Designs
Context:

• Both pre-design studies are I-2 Safety projects
• Single stop sign at Vail Road with 45mph speed limit
• 2-way stop controlled at 118th Avenue NW at 35mph
• No existing crosswalks
• Pre-designs completed April and July 2023
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SR 507 / Vail Road in Thurston 
County

SR 302 / 118th in Pierce County

Successes:
Reduces serious injury 

and fatal crashes
Reduces travel speeds 

to 20mph
Adds new clearer 

pedestrian crossings
 Improve traffic 

operations
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SR 155: Paver, Safe Routes to School, and Sandy Williams 
Connecting Communities Combined Project

• Current 35 MPH speed limit, School 
Zone, Rail crossing, and adjacent to 
Colville Tribal Reservation Land

• Focus to improve safety, walkability 
and elementary school zone traffic 
patterns.

Omak Ave, City of Omak
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Partnering with Communities
• Encourage development of community’s Complete 

Streets vision
• New Active Transportation Assistance Program 

to help cities, counties, and tribes who haven’t 
succeeded in existing grant programs

• Plan for Level of Traffic Stress 2 or better bicycle 
and walking facilities 

• Work together on the Complete Streets design

• State transportation projects are infrequent –
consider other opportunities to move improvements 
forward
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For More Information
Celeste Gilman, Strategic Policy Administrator, 
gilmanc@wsdot.wa.gov, 206.492.0993

• Complete Streets: https://wsdot.wa.gov/construction-planning/complete-streets
• Safe Routes to School: https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/support-local-

programs/funding-programs/safe-routes-school-program
• Pedestrian and Bicyclist: https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/support-local-

programs/funding-programs/pedestrian-bicycle-program
• Sandy Williams Connecting Communities: https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-

wsdot/support-local-programs/funding-programs/sandy-williams-connecting-
communities-program

• Washington Active Transportation Plan: wsdot.wa.gov/construction-
planning/statewide-plans/active-transportation-plan

• WSDOT Design Manual: https://wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/all-manuals-
and-standards/manuals/design-manual
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