Route
Jurisdiction
Study

Washington
Transportation
Commission Meeting

OOOOOOOOOOOOOO



Table of Contents

Background and Legislation Direction

Introduction of the Project Team

Overview of the Project




Background

WSTC administers route jurisdiction transfers

Last statewide assessment of route jurisdiction was >30 years
ago
Process and criteria defined in 468-710 WAC

Much has changed since then, including

Individual Route Transfers occurred

New policies about highway development, including Growth
Management, HEAL Act, Complete Streets, and others

New WSDOT Intersection Control Evaluation (ICE) process and Complete
Streets Direction

GCrowth Management Act was implemented, and National Highway
System established

Changes in land uses, roadway use, infrastructure condition and fiscal
capacity of state and local governments



Legislative Direction

Recommend jurisdiction
A EIES

Evaluate transfer criteria

Report to Legislature by
July 1, 2025

S500,000 of the motor vehicle account

- ““assess the current state highway inventory
and local roadway designations to determine if
changes are needed in jurisdictional assignment
between the state, county, and city road
systems.”

“review current criteria used to define the state
highway system to determine if such criteria
continue to be applicable.”

The commission shall submit a report of study
findings and recommendations to the
transportation committees of the legislature by
July 1, 2025.



Statewide Route Jurisdiction
Transfer
Similar to the current statewide
inquiry
Last occurred in 1989-1991

Executed under Legislative
authority, no specific statute

Individual Route Jurisdiction
Transfer
RCW 47.17.00I1

Administered by Transportation
Commission

Typically O-2 requests per year since
1990

Four Existing Transfer Methods

WSDOT Latitude in Selecting
Route

RCW 47.28.010

WSDOT authorized to
determine route when no
change is required to RCW 47.17

Abandoned State Highways
RCW 36.75.090, 47.24.010

WSDOT authorized to
“turnback” routes and segments
when surplused



Consultant Project Team

Project Evaluation and System Research and Outreach and
Manager Options Inventory Policy Engagement




Approach to the Project

Collaborative focus to sort which factors matter most
Consider the subset of policies and factors that may be pertinent
Some classifications or facility types may be ruled out early in the process

Leverage each task to focus the activities that follow

Help clarify the problem and define potential options for revising
the policy

Propose a decision framework and identify tools for informed
decision-making



History and State of Practice

Washington’s Highway System and Route Transfer Criteria

Review history of designations, transfers etc.

Conduct (SWOT) analysis of transfer process and outcomes
Interview agency and community partners identified by WSTC
Scan jurisdictional practices in other states

Review criteria in statute and align it with current laws and
policies



Review Laws and Policies

Inventory laws, rules, policies, and other changes since 1988
Route Jurisdiction Study including:

GMA, Concurrency, and Level of Service Standards

Complete Streets Ordinances

Intersection Control Evaluation (ICE)
The HEAL Act requirements for infrastructure decision making.

The Climate Commitment Act

Review current state corridors/highways including:

Access classifications
National Highway System and other Highway System Plans

Review consistency between multiple methods of transfer



Outreach and Engagement

Outreach and engagement

Input from local agencies, boards, elected officials, and the public

Targeted outreach with underserved communities, BIPOC populations, and
Tribes

Use in-person, virtual, and online feedback opportunities
May include workshops or information sessions

Project web page with ongoing opportunities to comment
Website updates and outreach summaries



Parameters & Factors
for Assessing Revised Highway System Classification

ldentify factors and criteria to assess changes to route jurisdiction:

Current use — volumes and modes Access to resources of statewide
Physical characteristics significance

Conditions and needs Intersection control

Jurisdictional ownership Environmental Justice and disparities
Complete Streets Ordinance Safety

Current and planned land use Preservation

Freight routes Climate change.

Federal system (NHS)

Propose a process for assessing jurisdiction of the current system



Mapping Inventory of State Highways

Complete a mapping inventory

Mapping to apply the evaluation criteria and identify transfer
candidates.

Consider
Fiscal impacts to the state and local jurisdictions
Safety
Classifications, including Port and Freight connectivity
Agricultural and rural access
System continuity, including borders and neighboring state systems
Preservation, complete streets and roadway condition



Define Scenarios and Tradeoffs

Develop scenarios for possible route transfers

ldentify the implications transfer processes will have on
achievement of key objectives and outcomes defined in earlier

tasks

ldentify fiscal impacts and other tradeoffs related to maintaining
or shifting jurisdiction



Final Report and Recommendations

Recommendations for possible changes to roadway jurisdictional
assignments between the state, county road, and city street
systems, including:

ldentification of transfer candidate routes,

Updates to transfer criteria and process,

Fiscal implications of conducting a revised transfer process,

Implications for reporting and administrative processes, and

Steps needed to implement the proposed changes.

Final Report on research, findings and recommendations



Proposed Schedule



Questions?
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