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Annual Route Jurisdiction Transfers – Process Overview
The Transportation Commission receives and reviews petitions from cities, counties, or the 
Department of Transportation requesting additions to or deletions from the state highway 
system.  (RCW 47.01.425)

Key steps in the process are:

• February – April:  A technical assessment of the transfer request is conducted by  
       Transportation Improvement Board in partnership with WSTC.

   

• April – May: Preliminary findings are presented to WSTC for approval.

• May – July:  Public input on preliminary findings is gathered from interested parties, 
    presentations and public comment at Commission’s July meeting.

• October:  Transportation Commission issues final determination.

• October – December:  Transportation Commission drafts a bill for the upcoming 
           legislative session.



Statutory Criteria for Changes to the Highway System

• “Urban Highway” criteria 
apply to both RJT requests 
received in 2023.

 
• Snoqualmie Parkway RJT 

request focuses on part 
3(d). 

• SR 501 RJT request focuses 
on demonstrating that no 
criteria apply. 



2023 Public Outreach and Engagement Process
• May – July:   Public input on preliminary findings was gathered from interested parties.

• Posted preliminary findings on WSTC website
• Issued legal notices of 30-day comment period via local newspapers
• Submitted two news releases through local media
• Sent notification letters to individual property owners along both corridor(s)
• Collected and summarized public comments
• Scheduled stakeholder presentations and public comment – July Commission 

Meeting
• October:  Transportation Commission issues final findings.

Next Steps:
• November – December:  Transportation Commission drafts a bill for the upcoming 
              legislative session.



Ridgefield RJT Request
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City of Ridgefield is requesting a transfer of SR 501, known as “Pioneer Street” 
within the city limits, from the State of Washington to the City of Ridgefield. 



• Three-miles long east-west corridor located in the southwest corner of Washington near 
the Oregon border. 

• The corridor runs between North Main Street in the city of Ridgefield and the Interstate 5 
junction. 

• Major commercial development has begun to occur on the corridor. 
SR 501’s traffic volumes range from approximately 6,000 vehicles per day average daily 
traffic (ADT) on the west end to almost 20,000 ADT on the east end at I-5. 

• Large trucks comprise approximately 10% of total vehicular traffic on the east end, 
reducing to between 3-5% on the west end.

• The corridor is primarily used by residential users who live off of the corridor and retail 
users who shop at the establishments along the corridor.

• The City’s plans interconnected bicycle and pedestrian facilities along the entire corridor, 
designed to match those of an urban arterial instead of a state highway.

Key Facts:  SR 501, or “Pioneer St” within Ridgefield, WA



Review of Statutory Criteria – Determining a State Highway
With the exception of the original legislative designation, SR 501 does not meet any of 
the state highway urban route criteria: 
RCW 47.17.001
(3) An urban highway route that meets any of the following criteria should be designated as part of the state highway system: 

(a) Is designated as part of the interstate system; 
(b) Is designated as part of the system of numbered United States routes; 
(c) Is an urban extension of a rural state highway into or through an urban area and is necessary to form an integrated system of 

state highways; 
(d) Is a principal arterial that is a connecting link between two state highways and serves regionally oriented through traffic in 

urbanized areas with a population of fifty thousand or greater, or is a spur that serves regionally oriented traffic in urbanized 
areas. 

Therefore, the RJT Subcommittee recommends transferring the referenced portion to 
the city’s jurisdiction and removing it from the state highway designation list in law 
(RCW 47.17.640).



Open Up For Discussion
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Snoqualmie RJT Request
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City of Snoqualmie is requesting a transfer of the Snoqualmie Parkway, between 
the terminus of SR 18 at I-90 and SR 202/Railroad Ave., to the State of Washington. 



Key Facts:  Snoqualmie Parkway within Snoqualmie
• Three and a half mile, four lane, divided principal arterial that is part of the Metropolitan 

Transportation System (MTS) with a posted speed of 40 MPH.

• The corridor connects SR 202 near Snoqualmie falls to I-90 and SR 18, serving as a natural 
extension of the state highway system by linking SR 18 and SR 202 through a US Census Bureau 
designated Urban Area. 

• Annual average daily traffic (AADT) is 11,800-14,700 on the north end and the south end is 
19,900-24,400 AADT.  Based on 2021 WSDOT data, Snoqualmie Parkway is also classified as a 
T-3 corridor that facilities the transportation of an estimated 3 million tons annually. 

• The Snoqualmie/North Bend Urban area directly connects to the Seattle-Everett-Tacoma Urban 
area and as such it is also a part of the combined Seattle-Everett-Tacoma Federal Highway 
Urbanized Area that serves almost 4 million people. 

• The two Urban areas, Snoqualmie/North Bend Urban area and Seattle-Everett-Tacoma Urban 
area abut one another and are directly connected by a state highway. They are combined in the 
Federal Highway Urbanized area and are considered part of the same Urban area.



Review of Statutory Criteria – Determining a State Highway
The City of Snoqualmie’s transfer request focuses on criteria in Subsection (3)(c), (3)(d), and (4)(d)(iii):

(3) An urban highway route that meets any of the following criteria should be designated as part of the 
state highway system:

(c) Is an urban extension of a rural state highway into or through an urban area and is necessary to form 
an integrated system of state highways;
(d) Is a principal arterial that is a connecting link between two state highways and serves regionally 
oriented through traffic in urbanized areas with a population of fifty thousand or greater, or is a spur that 
serves regionally oriented traffic in urbanized areas.

(4) The following guidelines are intended to be used as a basis for interpreting and applying the criteria to 
specific routes:

(d) Exceptions may be made to include:
(iii) Urban connecting links as state highways that function as needed bypass routing of regionally 
oriented through traffic and benefit truck routing, capacity alternative, business congestion, and 
geometric deficiencies.



Review of Statutory Criteria – Determining a State Highway
Snoqualmie Parkway appears to meet the current criteria 
on its face. However, there is an ongoing dialog and 
disagreement over a number of important issues that may 
be addressed in the broader Route Jurisdiction Study. 

Several continuing discussion items in dispute:

• Urban vs. Urbanized Area
• Regional System Connectivity
• Through Traffic
• Ongoing Land Use Policy Discussion 

Therefore, the RJT Subcommittee recommends this transfer request be deferred to 
allow for the state and city to discuss the matter further.  



Open Up For Discussion
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Next Steps
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• WSTC submits agency request legislation

• Legislative Process



WSTC Contact: 
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Paula Reeves, AICP CTP
Senior Policy Analyst 
Washington State Transportation Commission
Reevepa@wstc.wa.gov
360-705-7811| https://wstc.wa.gov/ 
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