
Cowlitz County Deputy Sheriff Justin R. DeRosier
1-28-1990 / 4-14-2019



• Born in Hawaii to Cowlitz 
County raised parents, Justin 
maintained an affinity for 
everything Hawaiian. He 
returned to Kelso as a toddler 
and went through Kelso 
schools graduating in 2008



• While in college at WSU, Justin 
joined the Whitman County 
Sheriff’s Office as a reserve Deputy 
Sheriff. Upon graduation he was 
hired full time and served as a 
SWAT team member and boat 
operator. He also worked part-time 
as a Marshall in the town of 
Oakesdale.



Justin served 2 summers as a Police Officer 
in Bristol Bay, Alaska while on break from 
his studies at WSU. The police Department 
named their new K-9 DeRosier in his honor.



Justin was a proud WSU graduate and 
earned a Degree in Criminal Justice.                                   
                    GO COUGS!



• Justin graduated from the 
Washington State Criminal Justice 

Training Commission Academy with 
his Peace Office certification. He is 
seen here at graduation with his 

wife Katie and his grandmother, long 
term Cowlitz County Auditor 

Darlene DeRosier 



In 2016 Justin 
and Katie 

decided to come 
home to Kelso to 

live, work and 
start a family.



Family was very important to Justin seen here with his parents, Neil and Kelly along with his sister 
Jenna and his wife Katie. In October of 2018 Justin and Katie welcomed their daughter Lillian.  



Deputy Sheriff Justin DeRosier was shot and killed in the 100 block of 
Fallert Road after responding to investigate reports of a disabled motor 
home shortly after 10:00 pm on April 13th, 2019.
After arriving at the scene, he contacted dispatchers with emergency 
traffic and stated he was being fired at. Members of the Cowlitz County 
Sheriff's Office and the Kalama Police Department responded to the 
scene and were able to pull him to safety. He was flown to PeaceHealth 
Medical Center in Vancouver where he passed away shortly after 
midnight.
Two suspects were taken into custody near the scene. A third suspect 
was shot and killed when he was encountered by other officers who 
were searching for him the following night.
Deputy DeRosier had served with the Cowlitz County Sheriff's Office for 
three years and had previously served with the Whitman County Sheriff's 
Office for three years. He is survived by his wife and daughter.







In 2021 Deputy DeRosier was honored at the Medal of Honor Ceremony in Olympia               
                  and the Behind the Badge Memorial service in Lacey



In October 2021 the DeRosier family attended the 
Washington D.C. National Law Enforcement Memorial and 
Candlelight Vigil. Deputy DeRosier’s name was enshrined 
on the National Law Enforcement Memorial wall.



The Deputy Justin DeRosier 
Memorial Golf Tournament is 
held each August and raises 
money for Scholarships that 
are given each year to high 
school graduates pursuing 
careers in Law Enforcement



The DeRosier family has deep roots in Cowlitz County going back 100 years. The naming of State Route 411 
will be a permanent reminder of Deputy DeRosier’s sacrifice and service. The proposed route will start at his 
place of work, the Cowlitz County Sheriff’s Office, and pass near his home and other family properties. 
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