
WEST COAST 
TRANSPORTATION 

NETWORK PLAN
Reema Griffith

Executive Director
Washington State Transportation Commission



MANDATE 
OVERVIEW

2023 Washington State Legislature Directive to the 
Washington State Transportation Commission (WSTC):

• $75,000 provided to carry out an initial assessment and 
scoping effort to determine the feasibility of creating a 
future west coast transportation network plan.

• Intent for the plan is to leverage and align west coast 
efforts to reduce our collective carbon footprint, improve 
freight and passenger mobility, and strengthen west coast 
resiliency. 

• This effort must be carried out in partnership with the 
Oregon and California Transportation Commissions and 
State Department of Transportations from each state.

• Complete by December 2025
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SITUATION ASSESSMENT
As the three West Coast states work to reduce carbon emissions and strengthen transportation resiliency 
within our borders, advancing an integrated regional perspective that is not bound by borders will 
accelerate progress. 

Considerations:
• From the Canadian to the Mexican border, freight and passenger transportation is growing, as are populations.
• Significant bottlenecks along transportation corridors slow trade, increase emissions, and impact economies. 
• Major West Coast projects and initiatives are advancing, including high-speed passenger rail planning and 

development, planning for a new international airport in Washington, and advancing a new, multi-modal bridge 
crossing the Columbia River.   

• While recent developments in aviation may lead to a future where electric planes can efficiently move passengers 
between hubs and small cities, high-speed passenger rail also may shift current demand for flights between 
population centers such as Portland and Seattle, or San Francisco and Los Angeles. 

• Climate impacts and resiliency challenges abound from fires to flooding, threatening power grids and sustainability 
of communities.

• Advanced technologies bring great opportunities for increased safety and travel efficiency, along with supporting 
environmental gains through collaborations between technology, energy, and transportation sectors.
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WEST COAST TRANSPORTATION NETWORK PLAN 
PURPOSE

Key Features of a West Coast Transportation Network Plan
  Contemplates cross-border, long-term coordination and planning aimed at creating a holistic West Coast 
transportation network that considers the needs and investments of each state. 

  Identifies opportunities to increase clean transport across the three states, reduce our collective carbon footprint, 
improve freight and passenger mobility, and strengthen resiliency.

  Assesses current state activities and coordinates state plans that work towards the establishment of clean 
transportation in the air, on the highways, and on rail lines moving freight and passengers. 

  Identifies resiliency risks along the west coast and works towards a strategic, long-term plan to address them, given 
significant portions of the highway, bridge, and rail networks in Oregon, California, and Washington are vulnerable 
to earthquakes, tsunamis, flooding, fires, and landslides. 
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WEST COAST TRANSPORTATION NETWORK PLAN 
APPROACH
The Washington Transportation Commission has hired Cambridge Systematics to support this work.  Work on this will 
commence in mid-2024.  The proposed approach includes:

  Examining the challenges and opportunities of developing the plan across several categories, including: 
• System performance: How well the transportation system is performing across various dimensions. How the three states 

evaluate performance and the commonalities and opportunities for a shared vision.
• Policy and vision: How state policy constraints and opportunities might impact multistate coordination in terms of goals, 

governance, and project implementation.  
• Funding and collaboration: How might the three states work together to leverage funding opportunities and consider 

active collaboration around key transportation services and projects of multi-state interest.  

  Consider state activities, investments, and plans that support the establishment of clean transportation in the air, on 
the highways, and on rail lines moving freight and passengers.

  Consider currently identified resiliency risks along the west coast and existing strategic plans and investments that 
could inform a future west coast unified plan

  Conduct virtual interviews with the Caltrans, CTC, and CalSTA, ODOT, OTC, and WSDOT and WSTC to gather 
information on major transportation projects/ efforts/ plans that would tie into the purpose of the network plan and 
identify key pieces of data to further inform the scoping effort.

  Following the interviews, host a workshop of the three states to advance discussions and considerations of the 
above topics.
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THANK YOU

Reema Griffith & Paula Reeves

griffir@wstc.wa.gov

reevepa@wstc.wa.gov

WWW.WSTC.WA.GOV
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