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VMT Reduction Proviso

$500,000 of the multimodal transportation account—state appropriation is provided solely for the
department to partner with the department of commerce in developing vehicle miles traveled targets
for the counties in Washington state with (a) a population density of at least 100 people per square mile
and a population of at least 200,000; or (b) a population density of at least 75 people per square mile
and an annual growth rate of at least 1.75 percent as determined by the office of financial
management. Given land use patterns are key factors in travel demand and should be taken into
consideration when developing the targets, the department and the department of commerce shall
partner with local jurisdictions, regional transportation planning organizations and other stakeholders
to inventory existing laws and rules that promote transportation and land use, identify gaps and make
recommendations for changes in laws, rules and agency guidance, and establish a framework for
considering underserved and rural communities in the evaluation. The department and the
department of commerce shall provide an initial technical report by December 31, 2021, an interim
report by June 22, 2022, and a final report to the governor and appropriate committees of the
legislature by June 30, 2023, that includes a process for establishing vehicle miles traveled reduction
targets, a recommended suite of options for local jurisdictions to achieve the targets, and funding
requirements for state and local jurisdictions.



County Overview



Per Capita VMT



Per Capita VMT by County



Per Capita VMT change



2019 per-capita VMT

Light-duty
7,535

Reduction Strategies

Land use

Transit

Active transportation

Demand management



Strategies and Potential Average Impact (@ = 5%)

Strategy Potential VMT impact
Land use YT L L L LT LT LY Lslaletatalatels
Constrained highway spending ®0C0C000C0000000000000
Transit enhancements ®8000000000000000000

Bike and pedestrian enhancements ®0000000000000000000
Commuter benefits ®800000000000000000C
Parking policy 888 00C000000000000C

Road pricing ®e8880C000000000000C
Broadband and remote access ®000000000000000000C

Source: State Smart Transportation Initiative and Smart Growth America, 2021. Drivers of VMT and Priority Reduction Strategies: Washington State.



VMT reduction actions


https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/erocgtpv3acyxv2m9bcb59c38s13qqjb
https://www.transportationefficient.org/
https://wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/planning-guidance/land-use-transportation-planning

Recommendations for WSDOT

Ensure VMT goals are met
 Perform an equity analysis
e Coordinate on performing a VMT analysis

 Require VMT analysis for roadway capacity
expansion projects

e Consequences for a plan forecast to fail to meet
targets

Amend rules
e WAC revisions



Recommendations for WSDOT

Monitoring

e Heavy-duty vehicles

 Annual reporting, plan updates, NEPA/SEPA
Data

e Augment existing data

Modeling

e Establish VMT sensitivity tests and model
performance expectations

 Develop simple statewide VMT forecasting tool



Recommendations for RTPOs

« Comprehensive plan review and certification

e Equity analysis

e No punitive action for jurisdictions that do not meet
targets

* Project selection criteria
e Technical assistance and land use decisions



Potential Rule Changes

Foundational VMT rules
e Baseline VMT value
 \Vehicles considered



Potential Rule Changes

Land use

e Concurrency and Highways Leapfrog Developments
* Restrictive Zoning

 RTPO Certification of Comprehensive Plans

e School Siting

o Street Network Connectivity

« Subdivision Exemption Process

« Transportation-Efficient Communities

e Parking Reform

 Minimum Parking Requirements



Potential Rule Changes

Transportation Options

* Access Control Classification
e Biking Regulations
 Presumed Liability

* Regional Mobility Grants

o Sidewalk Infrastructure

o State Agencies and Telework
e Transit Fares

e Transportation Impact Fees
 VMT and State Facility Siting



Potential Rule Changes

Transportation Demand Management

o Car Free Lifestyle

Transportation System Management

« SEPA checklist

« Traffic cameras and crashes with vulnerable users
 VMT mitigation in capacity expansion

Kingsgate Park & Ride Report



Questions?

For additional information regarding the
Vehicle Miles Travel Targets Final Report,
please contact:

Celeste Gilman, Strategic Policy Administrator
(206) 492-0993 or GilmanC@wsdot.wa.gov

Alon Bassok, Transportation Planning Specialist
(206) 464-1271 or BassokA@wsdot.wa.gov



mailto:GilmanC@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:BassokA@wsdot.wa.gov
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