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The Washington State Transportation Commission

An independent, seven-member body of citizens appointed by the Governor for six-year terms – three from 
east of the mountains and four from the west. The WSDOT Secretary and the Governor’s Office serve as non-
voting members.

Jerry Litt
Grant County

Roy Jennings, Chair 

Clark County

Shiv Batra

King County

Nicole Grant

King County

Debbie Young, Vice-Chair

San Juan County

Jim Restucci

Yakima County

Kelly Fukai

Spokane County
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Washington State Transportation Commission Role

• Provides independent and objective guidance on transportation policy and finance 
to the Governor and Legislature. 

• Provides an open public forum for transportation policy development and 
discussion, holding 11 meetings per year.  

• Serves as the State Tolling Authority, adopting state highway and bridge tolls, and 
setting fares for Washington State Ferries.

• Develops and issues the 20-year, statewide “Washington Transportation Plan” 
which is a comprehensive, balanced plan addressing local, regional and state 
transportation needs.

• Conducts a statewide outreach program:
─ Holds public meetings in communities to gather information on the 

transportation challenges and opportunities.
─ Conducts annual on-line surveys of 30,000 ferry riders.
─ Promotes transportation education through a variety of approaches and 

efforts.

• Conducts special studies on specific transportation policy and finance issues, as 
directed by the Legislature.



Washington’s Multi-jurisdictional Transportation Plan 

The Washington Transportation Plan (WTP) is:

• A statewide transportation policy plan – the only state 
plan that connects the transportation dots at all 
jurisdictional levels. 

• Meets Washington’s planning requirements –
supports meeting federal planning requirements. 

• An avenue for public engagement – extensive public 
outreach directly shapes the plan, with active 
involvement from policy makers, operations, partners, 
and stakeholders. 
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• July 1, 2023 – Begin Update 

o Briefings and open houses around the state

o Gather and integrate public and legislative input 

o Update data, identify gaps

o Solicit input and guidance from partners

o Commission review and revision

o Commission adoption 

• December 31, 2025 – WTP Update Completion

Key Dates in WTP Update Process
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Funding the Statewide 
Transportation System
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2021-23 State Transportation Revenue Sources*
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Additional Funding Sources Include:
• General Fund transfers
• Federal funds
• Existing bond authority

*Figures based on latest March 2023 transportation revenue forecast
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Mobility, 59%

Safety, 3%

Economic Vitality, 2%

Environmental, 14%

Road Preservation, 
13%

Bridge Preservation, 6%
Other Highways, 3%

2021-23 WSDOT Highway Funding

Source: https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-11/2021-2023EnactedBudgetSummary-July2021.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/publications/fulltext/budget/WSDOTbudget-CIPPBook-23-25.pdf

• The 21-23 Transportation 
Budget for WSDOT 
highways was 
approximately $4.9 
billion 

• Of that about 59% 
($2.8B) is dedicated for 
mobility — projects that 
reduce congestion on the 
highways   
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Federal Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act

• Provides Washington 
$5.4 billion in 
transportation formula 
funding over 5 years 
(FY22 – FY26) 

• Nearly $1.7 billion more 
than prior funding 
package
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Local Transportation Revenue Sources 

• 79% of city and 65% of county transportation revenue is locally generated, 
including sales and property taxes, and transportation benefit districts

• 13% of city and 25% of county transportation revenue comes from the state

• Federal funds contribute 8% to city and 10% to county transportation revenue

• Transit revenue typically comes from:
• Locally-approved sales tax
• Fare box receipts
• Federal and state grants

• Port revenues comes from user 
fees, leases, property tax and grants



Establishing Sustainable 
Transportation Funding

Transitioning from the Gas Tax to a 

Road Usage Charge
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Legislative Direction to the WSTC
12
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Fuel Economy Trends Undermine Transportation Revenue
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A Tale of Two Cars
14
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Taxing Gallons Has Fairness & Equity Challenges
15

15



Washington’s RUC Pilot Project
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Mileage Reporting Methods – Drivers Get to Choose
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2023 Situation Assessment
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Tolling in Washington State
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Toll Roads & Bridges, Ferry Fares
• Nationally, tolls are increasingly used to finance 

transportation improvements

• Washington uses congestion pricing and variable toll rates 
to manage traffic as well as raise revenue

• Toll revenue pays for debt, maintenance, and operations 
for each tolled facility. Tolling is expected to generate 
about $200.7 million in FY 2023, up about $16 million 
from FY 2022

• Ferries are expected to raise about $349 million in the 
2021-23 biennium, covering about 59% of WSF operating 
costs. This includes about $344 million in farebox 
revenues and $5 million in non-fare revenues

20



Who is Involved in Tolling
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SR 16 Tacoma 
Narrows Bridge

• State’s first electronic 
tolling facility opened 
July 2007 

SR 167 HOT Lanes

• State’s first high-
occupancy toll lanes 
launched May 2008

SR 520 Bridge

• Pre-construction tolls 
began Dec. 2011

Flat toll rates repay 
construction bonds.

Dynamic toll rates 
manage
traffic performance, 
no debt issued.

Variable toll rates to 
repay
bonds and manage 
traffic.

I-405 Express Toll Lanes

• First phase between 
Bellevue & Lynnwood 
began Sept. 2015

Dynamic toll rates 
manage traffic 
performance, 
no debt issued.

SR 99 Tunnel

• Opened Feb. 2019
• Tolling began in Nov. 

2019

Variable toll rates to 
repay
bonds and manage 
traffic.

Current Toll Facilities in Washington
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Authorized Future Toll Facilities – Mid 2020s

• I-405 Express Toll Lanes (Renton to Bellevue)

• Puget Sound Gateway Program

o SR 167 Expressway

o SR 509 Expressway

Possible Toll Facilities Pending On-Going 
Analysis and Legislative Approval

• I-5 Columbia River Bridge Replacement 

• US 2 Westbound Trestle Replacement

An Expanding Tolling System
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wstc.wa.gov
transc@wstc.wa.gov

www.facebook.com/WashingtonStateTransportationCommission
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Thank you! 

https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonStateTransportationCommission/
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