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CWU offers the only fully accredited public 
university aviation degree program in the 
Pacific Northwest that owns its own fleet of 
aircraft. With experienced aviation 
management instructors, a fleet of 19 
aircraft, and six state-of-the-art flight 
simulators, Central’s Aviation degree 
programs prepares students for a rewarding 
career in the aviation field.

CWU Aviation
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CWU Aviation Degrees

• CWU has a stellar reputation for preparing students to obtain a career in aviation related fields by 
building essential skills, knowledge, and experience. We offer two pathways with B.S. degrees in 
Aviation Management or Professional Pilot. The aviation major attracts individuals with a passion for 
the combined art and science of aviation.

• Aviation Management BS, Aviation Management Specialization
• Aviation Management BS, Maintenance Management Specialization 
• Aviation: Professional Pilot BS
• Aviation Management Minor
• Aviation Professional Pilot Minor
• Executive Pilot Specialization coming fall 2023



CWU Aviation Facts

• In 2014, CWU Aviation became the first in Pacific Northwest to authorize graduates for a Restricted 
Airline Transport Pilot (R-ATP) certificate. The certificate both reduces the number of hours required by 
a third and drops the age requirement by two years.

• Currently accepting 65 pilots per year, resulting in close to 200 pilots in total.

• Incoming fall 2023 professional pilot class is 27% female, 39% non-white
• Compared to 3% female and 5% non-white in the industry

• 100% placement rate of graduates
• Pathways program with Horizon Airlines, who will directly hire graduates upon completion of flight 

hours and FAA requirements.



Airport Facility Needs

• Student demand for admission far exceeds capacity. Enrollment is capped due to lack of facilities. 

• CWU is currently utilizing the county’s only large hangar. CWU is seeking funding to build a new 
instructional hangar on 4.5 acres of undeveloped leased land. Completion of this project would 
allow the county to utilize its large hangar for economic development purposes.

• CWU Aviation would greatly benefit from the implementation of a GPS instrument approach. The 
cost would be approximately $160,000.
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