


Topics of Discussion
 U.S. 97 South of Toppenish - Turn Outs or Passing Lanes 
 Fish Passage
 Installation of Variable Message Signs
 WSDOT Surplus Property
 Passenger & Freight Rail
 6PPD Study
 Yakama Nation Right to Travel & Trade
 Tribal Traffic Safety Committee
 U.S. 97 Safety Corridor Improvements

 McDonald Road Roundabout
 Jones Road Roundabout

 Heritage Connectivity Trails – RAISE Grant



Highway 97

Hwy 97 Slow Vehicle Turn 

Out  Lane, Milepost 40.5

Please investigate the need for 
additional turn out lanes or 

passing lanes?

OR

Differential Speed limits 
between trucks and autos 
appears to create traffic 

hazard situations with autos 
trying to pass.



Fish Passage Culverts - Status
At the yearly update meeting with WSDOT the culvert at Shinando
Canyon on Highway 97 was mentioned. 

Yakama Nation would welcome a comprehensive review of all culverts 
for fish passage.



Installation of Variable Message Signs



Last year, we saw a sign posted on property 
along U.S. 97 stating the property was going 

out for auction.  The Yakama Nation was 
successful in obtaining the property prior to 

auction. In the future they want to make 
sure they are notified and given the chance 

to purchase, any property within the exterior 
boundaries of the reservation or off 

reservation lands, prior to going out for 
auction or sale. 

The Yakama Nation Tribal Council is willing 
to write a resolution to that effect with 

WSDOT.

WSDOT Surplus Property 



Passenger & Freight Rail

 Unable to find “official” contact with Yakama Nation 
(according to study by Steer there was consultation 
with YN)

 Need to reinstate Passenger Rail Service, preferred 
Pasco, Toppenish, Yakima, to Seattle.

 Need improved Freight Service



 Study on Yakima and Columbia Rivers

Tire Anti-degradant (6PPD) & 6PPD-Quinone
Chemical 6 p-phenylenediamine



Yakama Nation Right to Travel and Trade



Committee formed, by Tribal Council Resolution, of staff with expertise from tribal 
programs, necessary to develop measures to treat traffic safety issues on YN lands. 
A Strategic Plan and Work Plan was developed to guide committee objectives and 
priorities. Other’s participating: Washington State Department of Transportation –
South Central Region, City of Toppenish, Yakima County, Yakima Valley 
Conference of Governments and others.

Committee assisted with various grants for: a Traffic Safety Coordinator to lead 
TTSC, pedestrian safety, trail development; road safety and has developed media 
campaigns.

Safety Management Activities
Tribal Traffic Safety Committee



Highway 97 Corridor Safety Improvements



Over 5 million vehicles have successfully navigated the roundabout since December 2022.  

There have only been 5 incidents with minor or no injury.

Highway 97 Corridor Safety Improvements
McDonald Road Roundabout



Highway 97 Corridor Safety Improvements
Jones Road Roundabout



Heritage Connectivity Trails & RAISE Grant



For further information you may contact:

Hollyanna Littlebull:  hollyanna_littlebull@yakama.com    (w) 509-865-5121 x6742     (c) 509-830-6639

Portia Shields:  portia_shields@yakama.com     (w) 509-865-5121 x6741

Dwayne Valentine:  dwayne_valentine@yakama.com     (w) 509-865-5121 x6736     (c) 509-945-7955

Questions or Comments
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