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About Samish

• The Samish Indian Nation is a 
federally recognized Indian tribe and 
was a signatory to the Treaty of Point 
Elliott of 1855

• A seven-member Tribal Council is 
elected by the General Council to 
conduct the affairs of the Samish 
Indian Nation, and to protect tribal 
citizens and tribal sovereign interests

• ​​​​​​​The Samish Indian Nation maintains 
more than 15 government 
departments ranging from Early 
Learning to Natural Resources

• The timeline on the website provides 
a more comprehensive tribal 
history: https://www.samishtribe.nsn.u
s/who-we-are/timeline

https://www.samishtribe.nsn.us/who-we-are/timeline




Samish’s Transportation Priorities

• Improve transportation safety and efficiency in our community
• Many Samish properties are in and around Anacortes
• Unique partnership - Transportation projects are all owned by other jurisdictions, but 

they are on the Samish National Tribal Transportation Facilities Inventory (NTTFI) because 
they connect our citizens and staff to our properties

• Seeking partnerships and projects to increase access to Samish properties, like through 
public transit services (Skagit Transit)

• Samish’s funds from the Tribal Transportation Program (TTP) serve the greater Anacortes 
community in addition to Samish needs



Projects

Current/Recent (Green)
• Roundabout at SR20 and Lake 

Campbell Road
• Right-turn lane on SR20 at 

Almida Vista Place (eastbound)

Planned (Blue)
• Tommy Thompson Trail
• Improvements adjacent to 

future Samish Early Childhood 
Learning Center

• Fidalgo Bay Road



Roundabout at SR20 and Lake Campbell Rd.
Successes
• Collaborative partnership with 

Skagit County and WSDOT

• Project funding is secured through 
BIA Tribal Transportation Safety Grant 
Program, Samish TTP funds, SCOG 
(Surface Transportation Block Grant 
Funds), and Congressionally- Directed 
Spending allocation

Challenges
• Completing the design, given limits of 

WSDOT staff capacity



Right-turn lane on SR20 at Almida Vista Place
Successes

• Working through unseen challenges 
in a timely manner with WSDOT

Challenges

• No as-builts, so actual utility lines 
were not in the anticipated places

• Drainage was not accurate
• Piping discovered in places that 

weren’t even known



Tommy Thompson Trail

Successes
• Collaborative partnership with City of Anacortes (COA), WA 

Department of Natural Resources, Samish, and other local 
organizations

• COA Parks Dept was awarded a grant from WA State 
Recreation and Conservation Office for Planning

• Samish doubled COA efforts with a $160,650 award from 
SCOG (Transportation Alternatives Program) and Samish 
TTP match of $49,350.

Challenges
• Importance has ebbed and flowed over time
• Long lead time to obligate funding



Street improvements adjacent to future Samish 
Early Childhood Learning Center
Successes
• City of Anacortes supports goal of 

making D Avenue a safety corridor

• Recent groundbreaking ceremony for 
the ECLC

• Funding for improvements are 
budgeted and secured using BIA TTP 
funds

Challenges
• Long lead time to get BIA & FHWA 

approval to add 16th Street to Samish 
roads inventory



Fidalgo Bay Road
Challenges
• Project cost
• Environmental considerations

Successes
• City of Anacortes includes this project 

in its Capital Facilities Plan

• Skagit County Emergency 
Management supports project 
because FBR is the only access to and 
from Anacortes if SR20-Spur gets 
blocked

• Samish Hazard Mitigation Plan 
includes this project, making it 
eligible for federal mitigation funding

• Samish has budgeted for match 
funding for Preliminary Engineering



Conclusion

• Samish is committed to improving 
transportation safety in our 
community

• Samish collaborates with local 
jurisdictions and other public 
entities on various types of roads 
and transportation projects

• Samish continues to explore 
funding options to support 
transportation and roads 
initiatives that benefit the Nation 
and the greater Anacortes 
community
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