


Who is the Washington State Transportation Commission?

An independent, seven-member body of citizens appointed by the Governor for six-year terms — three from
east of the mountains and four from the west. The WSDOT Secretary and the Governor’s Office serve as non-
voting members.

Roles and Responsibilities

* Proposes transportation policy and finance
recommendations to the Governor and Legislature.

e Serves as the State Tolling Authority, adopting state
highway and bridge tolls, and setting fares for
Washington State Ferries.

* Develops and issues a comprehensive, balanced 20-year statewide transportation plan.

e Conducts a statewide outreach program to gather public input into state transportation policy; to
promote transportation education; and to gain understanding of local and regional transportation
needs and challenges.

* Provides a public forum for transportation policy development.






Where Does the Gas Tax Go?

Source: WSDOT, 2022









Comarison of FAST Act vs. Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act For Washingtn State

Carbon Reduction Program 106,627,678 106,627,678
PROTECT 121,243,310 121,243,310

Bridge Replacement - GF 611,052,694 611,052,694
National Electric Vehicle - GF 71,589,010 71,589,010 |
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GAS TAX REVENUES DECLINE WITH VEHICLE FUEL EFFICIENCY

=
1
ep )

—h
=

[ 42]
[ 35]
[ 28]
[ 21]
[ 14]
[ 0]

[Gurrent State Average
20.5 MPG

RUC Rate Equivalent to Current Gas Tax
2.4 cents

cents per mile

35 MPG |

711%o increase in _
miles per gallon

1.4 cents
2035







2012 Legislative Mandate: Assess RUC’s suitability as a sustainable,
long-term revenue source that could replace the current state gas tax

High-level parameters:

During a transition period of moving from the gas tax to a road usage
charge, drivers would owe one or the other, but not both.

To compare the gas tax against a road usage charge, analyze and test
a per-mile rate that is equivalent to the state’s 49.4 cent/gallon gas
tax.

o State Gas Tax 49.4 + 20 mpg (state average) = 2.4 cents / mile

Provide drivers’ a choice for how their vehicle mileage is collected,
reported and paid.




Washington’s RUC Pilot Project

2018-2019, year-long, statewide test of
Washington-designed RUC system for
2,000 test-drivers

Tested five different mileage reporting
options, from no-tech. to high tech.

Cross-border testing:
 City of Surrey, BC

* |daho Transportation Department —
* Oregon Department of Transportation\
Additional partners: Seattle Electric

Vehicle Association and Plug-in America
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Research Continues:
Low-Income & Rural Household RUC Financial Impacts

* Fuel tax currently amounts to 1.4% of total
low-income household expenditures, on
average

* Rural households would save under a RUC
compared to the gas tax, on average
around S25 per year savings

* The average low-income household would
also save a modest amount, compared to
the gas tax (<S10 per year savings)

For more information on the RUC Assessment visit: https://waroadusagecharge.org/



https://waroadusagecharge.org/
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wstc.wa.qov



http://www.wstc.wa.gov/

