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The increase of riverboat traffic to the Lewis Clark Valley in recent
years created the need for a better understanding of the industry.
How many visitors are these vessels bringing to the region? How
much money are they spending with local businesses? What role
does industry play in our economy? The Ports of Clarkston and
Lewiston, with support from local stakeholder organizations,
contracted with McDowell Group, a Pacific Northwest research and
consulting firm, to conduct an economic impact analysis of the
industry in 2019. Primary sources included cruise lines, cruise docking
schedules, Port staff, Visit Lewis Clark Valley, and local tour and
lodging providers, in addition to McDowell Group’s internal tourism

data library. Following are key findings of the study.

Source — McDowell Group
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Cruise Industry Economic Analysis

The impacts of the cruise industry in the Lewis Clark Valley

reach beyond the dollars spent by passengers, crew

members, and cruise lines. Businesses catering to the

industry employ (and pay wages to) local residents, in

addition to making local purchases in support of their

operations. This study measures the industry’'s impact at

three levels: direct, indirect, and induced.

Source — McDowell Group

DIRECT IMPACTS

Employment, payroll, and
economic activity directly
resultingfrom passenger
and cruise line
expenditures

INDIRECT IMPACTS

Employment, payroll,
and economic activity
resulting from
companies purchasing
goods or services from
other businesses in the
region

INDUCED IMPACTS

Employment, payroll,
and economic activity
resulting from
employees spending

their payrolldollars in
local economies




Cruise Industry Impacts

Cruise industry spending in the region is estimated to account for
50 direct jobs at the peak of the visitor season and nearly $1.0
million in payroll in 2019. However, the impacts of the cruise
industry in the Lewis Clark Valley reach beyond the dollars spent by
passengers, crew members, and cruise lines. Businesses catering to
the industry employ (and pay wages to) local residents, in addition
to making local purchases in support of their operations. When
these indirect impacts are added to the direct impacts, the total
impacts associated with the cruise industry are estimated at a peak
of 70 jobs in the visitorseason and $1.4 million in payroll.

Including passenger, cruise line, crew spending and multiplier
effects, total economic output supported by the riverboat industry
in Lewis Clark Valley in 2019 is estimated at $4.0 million.

Source — McDowell Group

Lewis Clark Valley Cruise Industry
Impacts - 2019

Cruise passengers
$2,813,000

Direct Jobs: 50

Direct Payroll: $994,000 $3.5 Million
Total

Total Jobs: 70 Crew members

144,000
Total Payroll: $1,365,000 $144,

Cruise lines
$512,000

Output: $4.0 million
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Cruise Passengers Spending

Cruise passengers make a variety of purchases
while in the area, including eating in local
restaurants, shopping for souvenirs, and taking
local excursions like the jet-boat tour to Hells
Canyon. Some also add on nights to their trip by
staying in local lodging. This study estimates that
passengers spent an average of $148 per person,
per trip in the Lewis Clark Valley in 2019. About
one-third of their spending ($50) is attributable
to retail, $40 to dining, $39 to tours, $14 to
lodging, and $5 to transportation.

Source — McDowell Group

Retail $50

. $148 per Dining
ransportatlon— Passenger $40

$5
Lodging
$14

Tours $39

Tourism will
immediately bring new
dollars into our
community...

Dollars that are spent
in a variety of
businesses and
circulate widely.
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Cruise Line Industry

American Queen Voyages
American Empress — 223
passengers

i = U American Cruise Lines
— T s e — American West — 100
2022 RIVER CRUISE BOATS passengers
f— C——— American Pride — 150
American Song — 184
passengers

American Harmony — 190
passengers

Lindblad - National
Geographic Expeditions
Quest — 100 passengers
Sea Lion — 62 passengers

17,839 passengers and crew arrived in the LC Valley 2021



2022 River Boat Cruise Projections

Total Passangers

Company Cruise Ship Capacity Number of LCV Port Calls Number of Cruises *Full Capacity*
o American Song 184 17 34 6,256
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Season

The Columbia/Snake cruise season starts in late April and runs through early November. ACL and
AQV operate cruises throughout this period, while Lindblad only sails in the region in the early
and/or late parts of the seasons, as bookends to their Alaska cruising season.




2023 River Boat Cruise Projections

Total Passengers

Company Cruise Ship Capacity Number of LCV Port Calls Number of Cruises *Full Capacity*
American Song 184 20 40 7,360
o
-5 American Harmony 190 19 38 7,220
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Tourism is
Economic

Development
in Asotin County

® Payroll of $21.4 million, making
up 4.9% of total payroll in County.

<
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® Employs 608 in the Leisure &
Hospitality Industry; 11.4% of
total jobs in the County.

® 57 Leisure & Hospitality
businesses in the County.

® Generated $11.2 million in
lodging revenue in 2021
compared to $6.9 million
in 2019.

Sources - Oxford Economics - State of Washington Tourism
and Idaho Labor
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Hells Canyon Passengers
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2021 - 30,238 Visitors toured Hells Canyon
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