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Title VI Notice to Public
It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no per son shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin or sex, 
as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under 
any of its federally funded programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT’s 
Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For additional information regarding Title VI complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non-discrimination 
obligations, please contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7082.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information
Accommodation requests for people with disabilities can be made by contacting the WSDOT Diversity/ADA Affairs team at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov or by 
calling toll-free, 855-362-4ADA (4232). Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may make a request by calling the Washington State Relay at 711.
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The North Spokane Corridor…

Passage of Connecting Washington… 

Our quest to create “place” 
began…
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Historic Conditions
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Addressing Historic Conditions
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NSC Place… the Why? 

How do we leverage the North Spokane Corridor and the Children of 
the Sun Trail in a way that supports community vision and interests?

“Placemaking is a collaborative process that pays particular 
attention to the physical, cultural, and social identities that 

define a place and support its ongoing evolution.” 
(Project for Public Spaces)

“Placemaking is the process of creating quality places 
that people want to live, work, play and learn in.” 

(Congress for the New Urbanism October 2014)
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Our commitment to the community 
throughout the process…

Strive to ensure all our collaborations demonstrate authentic communication.  To 
be authentic, the interaction must have the characteristics outlined below:

 Comprehensible in our approach

 Sincere in order to establish a relationship of mutual trust

 Legitimate – that is, appropriate to the situation at hand, and justifiable in 
view of the nature of that situation; and

 True to the best of everyone’s knowledge and ability.
Forrester inspired by Habermas. In, Brooks, MP.  2002. Planning Theory for Practitioners.  Chicago: APA Press, Page
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Diverse Neighborhoods
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Meaningful Connections… 
How, When, & Where Can We Best Engage with You?

• Meetings
• Charrette
• Workshops
• Neighborhood events
• Event advertising
• Surveys and storytelling
• Door-to-door engagement
• Listening Posts
• Kiosks
• Pop-up engagements
• Open house

• Newspaper / Newsletter
• Social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram)
• Website & Online survey
• Mailers 
• Telephone
• Email
• Record and post meetings
• Billboards, banners, and signs
• Crowdsource sharing (Photos, stories, etc.)
• Web app
• Record and post meetings
• Visualization tools
• Press releases

Face-to-face (Non) Face-to-face



On-going Collaboration with…

 Neighborhood Council

 City of Spokane

 Executive Advisory

 Spokane Transit Authority

 Spokane Public Schools (select)

 Community Policing (C.O.P.S)

 Regional Health District

 Local Tribes 

 Public Development Authority

 Business Organizations 

 City Planning Commission

 Housing Alliances/ Home 
Builders Associations

 Planning/ Urban Design/ 
Landscape Architect chapter

 Bicycle / Trail Organizations

 Community Action 
Organizations

 Universities

 Commerce

 HUD

 Spokane Arts

 Private/ Public Grant 
Opportunities
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Opportunities to Influence

Collaborat ion Team WorkshopHillyard Charret te at  Shaw Middle School

NSC Placemaking Kick-Off Meeting
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Communities Connect & Commit to the Process… 
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NSC Community Engagement
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Collaboratively Informed Outcomes



Children of the Sun Trail Crosses at Garland   
B a s e d  o n  C o m m u n i t y  E n g a g e m e n t

M a r k e t  S t . N S C

C h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  S u n  T r a i l
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Carlisle to Mission Program Summary
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Carlisle to Mission Bridge Theme
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Spokane River – Carlisle St
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Placemaking Process Provided:
• The Community’s Vision
• Focus Area Themes
• Guiding Principles
• Prioritized List of Community Desired 

Features and Amenities
• Placemaking Infrastructure Items

Design–Build Goals:
• Incentivized maximizing the inclusion of 

features and amenities
• Required the ranked order set by the 

Collaboration Team be followed
• Requirement for forward compatibility with 

Community Vision

Beyond current project:
• Continue to Champion and Leverage 

Opportunities to Help Complete the Vision

NSC Place & Children of the Sun Trail 
Charrettes Summary
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SURFACE TREATMENTS & MURALS LANDSCAPE FEATURES

CHARACTER FORMS

The Design Reacts
Building on Community’s Vision

• Landscape Character
• Information, interpretation, enrichment
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The Design Responds

• More “tactile details”
• Places for pause
• Information, interpretation, enrichment
• Building on details and character to date

Trail (and trail use) evolves
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Minnehaha Gathering 
Overall Plan
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The Wellesley Roundhouse
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Downtown Hillyard
Railroad Alley
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Downtown Hillyard
Railroad Alley: Queen Ave. Plaza
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NSC supports community initiatives… 
our work continues!
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Active Transportation
• Garland connector trail from Shaw Middle School to the 

Children of the Sun trail
• Carlisle – Greene St to Freya enhanced pedestrian 

crossings and connectivity
• Ralph St. – City designs “complete street” and traffic 

calming for WSDOT construction
• Millwood Trail – planned to connect with the Children of 

the Sun, Centennial, and Tuffy’s trails

Freight
• Freya and Wellesley Projects to enhance freight mobility

Public Transportation
• Spokane Transit – route extension to improve active 

transportation connectivity

Cultural 
• Gonzaga University/Spokane Tribe – completed ethnobotany 

study to identify tribal native vegetation
• Gonzaga University – pursuing grant funding for the 

development of mobile app to share tribal and neighborhood 
cultural stories along the Children of the Sun trail

• Ongoing collaboration with Spokane Arts

Sustainable “Placekeeping” and Infill Development
• WSU Architecture Program – Senior class developed concept 

infill in the potential remaining areas in the vicinity of I-90 and 
the NSC

• Exploring the implementation of a sustainable “placekeeping” 
planning that includes leased infill development, “place” 
programming, and other strategies

• Potential Partnership neighborhood organizations



Thank You!
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Story Map Website 
www.NSCPlace.com

Facebook Page
@NSCPlace

NSC Project Website 
www.NSCFreeway.com

Mike Gribner
509-324-6010
gribnem@wsdot.wa.gov

Char Kay
509-324-6195
kayc@wsdot.wa.gov

Bob Hilmes
509-324-6089
hilmesb@wsdot.wa.gov

Dr. Kerry Brooks
kbrooks@ewu.edu

http://www.nscplace.com/
https://www.facebook.com/NSCplace/
http://www.nscfreeway.com/
mailto:gribnem@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:kayc@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:hilmesb@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:kbrooks@ewu.edu
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