


Who is the Washington State Transportation Commission?

An independent, seven-member body of citizens appointed by the Governor for six-year terms — three from
east of the mountains and four from the west. The WSDOT Secretary and the Governor’s Office serve as non-
voting members.

Roles and Responsibilities

* Proposes transportation policy and finance
recommendations to the Governor and Legislature.

e Serves as the State Tolling Authority, adopting state
highway and bridge tolls, and setting fares for
Washington State Ferries.

 Develops and issues a comprehensive, balanced 20-year statewide transportation plan.

e Conducts a statewide outreach program to gather public input into state transportation policy; to
promote transportation education; and to gain understanding of local and regional transportation
needs and challenges.

* Provides a public forum for transportation policy development.












Washington State Transportation
16-Year Funding Sources
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Where Does the Gas Tax Go?

Source: WSDOT, 2020



Local Transportation Revenue Sources



The Present: Personal Spending

Transportation is the second largest
household expenditure nationwide,
after housing.

e Census data indicates that the
mean transportation costs in the
United States per 2-person
household is $11,345 per yeatr.

e $10,215 (90%) of those
transportation costs comes from
the cost of vehicle ownership — the
cost of owning/leasing, insurance,
financing, maintenance, fuel, and
other related expenses.



Washington is Making Big Capital Investments --
But Not Spending Enough on Preservation

e WSDOT needs an average of about
S1 billion per year to maintain and
preserve the highway backbone of
our economy.

e The enacted 2021-23 transportation
budget enacted provided WSDOT
with $684 million per year.

* The last revenue package (2016)
dedicated only 9% of funds to state
highway preservation.
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RESILIENCY IN THE FACE OF CLIMATE CHANGE & NATURAL DISASTERS

TRANSFORMATIONAL TECHNOLOGIES

FUNDING SUSTAINABILITY
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https://www.wtp2040andbeyond.com/

RESILIENCY IN THE FACE OF CLIMATE CHANGE & NATURAL DISASTERS

TRANSFORMATIONAL TECHNOLOGIES

FUNDING SUSTAINABILITY

CROSS-CUTTING
TOPICS

FOR WTP 2040
AND BEYOND
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Resiliency - Transportation is Paramount

Increasing frequency of severe weather events and disruptions due
to climate change will tax resources, infrastructure, and services.

There is a $925 million annual system preservation and maintenance
shortfall. This shortfall results in over $1.5 billion underfunded for
bridge retrofit and $2.4 billion for state fish passage projects.

Transportation is critical to:
* Emergency response
e Societal recovery

* Business continuity
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Transformational Technology — Possible Impacts

How will technology and autonomous vehicles impact transportation, land use, the
economy, and the environment?

More sprawl? Longer commutes?

Big parking lots not needed?

Prioritize and manage curb space?

Congestion pricing? Or surplus roadways?
Mobility as a Service? Less Public Transportation?
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GAS TAX REVENUES DECLINE WITH VEHICLE FUEL EFFIGIENCY
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Vehicies
helow average
MPG pay more
fuel tax per
mile driven
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Per-mile revenue from 49.4 cents/gallon fuel tax by vehicle MPG

At 20.5 MPG, the average
Washington driver pays

2.4 cents/mile in state fuel tax

Vehicles
below average
MPG pay more
fuel tax per
mile driven

Vehicles above
average MPG pay less fuel tax per mile driven
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ROAD USAGE CHARGE ACTIVITIES
NATIONALLY

A road usage charge (RUC) is
a per-mile charge. Drivers
would pay for roads based
on actual miles driven,
instead of paying based on
gallons of gas consumed.

Oregon and Utah have
enacted RUC programs and
are collecting per-mile
charges from drivers.
Virginia enacted a program
in 2020.

EJ Enacted programs 1)) Pilots/demonstrations [7)Research



LEGISLATIVE DIRECTION TO WSTC
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WASHINGTON'S RUC PILOT PROJECT

* Year-long, statewide test of Washington-

designed RUC system for 2,000 test-
drivers

* Cross-border testing:
* City of Surrey, BC

* |daho Transportation Department —
* Oregon Department of Transportation

* Additional partners: Seattle Electric
Vehicle Association and Plug-in America
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RUC Pilot Project — Mileage Reporting Options Tested



ON AVERAGE, RURAL AND LOW-INCOME DRIVERS WILL
PAY LESS UNDER RUC THAN THE GAS TAX

Rural & lower income households tend to
drive lower MPG vehicles — and therefore pay
disproportionately more for roads under the
gas tax.

As a result, the average rural and/or low-
income drivers will pay less in taxes with RUC Source: RUC West

than the gas tax
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Nationally, tolls are increasingly used to finance
transportation improvements.

Washington uses congestion pricing, variable toll
rates, and managed lanes to manage traffic as
well as raise revenue.

Toll revenue pays for debt, maintenance, and
operations for each tolled facility. Tolling
generated about $148 million in FY 2021, down
about $31 million from FY 2020.

Ferry Fares are expected to raise about $376
million in the 2021-23 biennium, covering nearly
70% of WSF operating costs.
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Seven-member
Commission appointed
by the Governor

Sets toll rates and
polices within funding
requirements

Establishes advisory
committees

Conducts public
outreach & education




wslic.wa.gov



http://www.wstc.wa.gov/
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