
Unsheltered Homelessness & Public Right of Way



Housing & Homelessness – Current State
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Reasons for Homelessness

Sources:

US Conference of Mayors, 2015 https://www.expressnews.com/file/139/2/1392-1221-report-hhreport.pdf

National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty, 2018 https://nlchp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Homeless_Stats_Fact_Sheet.pdf

Lack of affordable housing (rising rents)
Unemployment
Poverty – insufficient income
Mental illness & lack of services
Substance abuse & lack of services
Domestic violence
Disability

https://www.expressnews.com/file/139/2/1392-1221-report-hhreport.pdf
https://nlchp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Homeless_Stats_Fact_Sheet.pdf


Since 2005 in WA: Population +24%, Housing units +21%

Source: American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_14_1YR_DP04&prodType=table
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_16_1YR_B25001&prodType=table
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_16_1YR_S0101&prodType=table
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Deficit of new housing units necessary to maintain 2005 ratio of people to housing 
units

Actual additional units since 2005 Deficit of units Rental Vacancy rate
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Housing and Homelessness Investments 
2005-present

Operating Investments HEN Funding Housing Units Rapid Capital Acquisition

($ in Millions)

Source: Washington State Department of Commerce



Flow of state homeless housing funding*

Commerce
• Grants funds to counties
• Publicly reports performance 

outcomes
• Publicly reports on use of 

state/local/federal/private funds 
by county and project 

• Provides technical assistance to 
help counties and projects meet 
performance targets

County 
Governments
• Determines specific priorities 

and strategies within allowable 
uses of funds

• Selects organizations to provide 
housing assistance

• Monitors contract compliance, 
including performance and 
fiscal transparency 
requirements

Local non-profit 
housing providers
Provides housing and services

Reports outcome data at client 
level into HMIS

*Exceptions for some funding, and in counties that have opted-out of managing state funding

WA homeless shelters and other homeless housing performs above the national average, as measured 
using success moving people to stable housing



What works  

• Intergovernmental approach w/ clear expectations
• Resources
• Limitations

• Outreach
• Continuous process 
• Interdisciplinary team or alternative response team

• Case management
• Services (supported housing, supported employment, BH services)
• Emergency shelter and housing solutions
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