
Rob Hodgman, WSDOT Senior Aviation Planner
Washington State Transportation Commission Meeting
July 20, 2021

Creating an Aerial Highway for Drones
Unmanned Aircraft  – Steps Towards 
Integrat ion into Civi l  Airspace 



Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS)
Airborne Transportation

• Aviation continues to evolve as emerging technologies mature

• WSDOT Aviation Div. and Dept. of Commerce Aerospace Sector partnership

• Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) have made great progress

• More progress is needed to recognize the full benefits of UAS

• Unmanned Traffic Management is a critical step

• Commercial UAS Registration Program 

• Washington’s Unmanned Systems Industry Council – Airspace Link
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Unmanned Systems Industry Council (USIC)
• Originally launched in 2016, with meetings 

continuing through 2018
• Relaunched in April 2020 with new advisory 

board which includes industry surveys and input
• 200 members from all areas of unmanned and 

autonomous systems industry
• New website developed – usicwashington.org
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