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Homeless Encampments on
WSDOT Right of Way

« A Statewide Perspective
« WSDOTs Priorities and Response

e Looking Ahead...2021 Legislative Budget Direction
 Questions
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A Statewide Perspective

* Not just an I-5 Corridor or Central Puget Sound
Issue...Truly Statewide

« WSDOT Maintenance Data Collected:
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Data points represent evidence of a site...1439 sites
statewide

Additional data regarding site size, number of individuals or
hazards present not collected

Statewide Homeless Encampment Cleanup annual costs
have grown from $200,000 in 2008 to over $1,200,000 in
2018

Legislative Budget Appropriations in 2019-21 focused on
Seattle and Tacoma have resulted in expenditures growing
to close to $2,000,000 per year

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, WSDOT has not actively
engaged in extensive cleanup efforts. As such 2020 and
2021 data will be lagging

Map of Washington state homeless
encampment sites on WSDOT property
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Top five counties with the
most encampment sites

1. King (E00 sites)

2. Snokomizh (X13 thes)
3. Clark (151 sitesz)

4. Plerce (134 sites)

5. Spoloane (101 sites)

County with the larpest amount of
homeless encampment sites:
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WSDOT Policies and Priorities

» People First: The Safety of both our employees and
unsheltered individuals experiencing homelessness is our

top priority!

» A Coordinated Approach:
* Local Agency Engagement and Participation
» Social Services — Health Care, Housing, Food and Clothing
» Security — Provided by Law Enforcement

« A Compassionate Response:
» 72-hour Posted Notice
* Upto 70 Days Storage of Personal Belongings
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Work Affected By Encampments

Bridges

Signal and Electrical Systems

Drainage and Culverts

Incident Response and Emergencies
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Encampment Cleanup Risks

Hazardous Materials

Fires and Explosive Materials

Hypodermic Needles & Drugs
High-Speed Traffic

Fall Protection
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« High Degree of Coordination Needed
e High Costs
e Challenging Work

7 WSDOT 7



2021-23 Legislative Proviso

» $3,000,000 to address the risks to public safety
and health associated with homeless
encampments

* Must coordinate with local agencies and social
service agencies

 May contract cleanup work

» Reimburse local law enforcement and/or WSP
for safety and security

* Report to the House and Senate Transportation
Committees semi-annually starting on October 1,
2021

— Size

— Location

— Risk Level

— Number on or near WSDOT Property
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Questions?

For more information on WSDOT’s Homeless Encampment Response,
please contact:

Greg Selstead, P.E. Assistant State Maintenance Engineer
SelsteG@wsdot.wa.gov
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