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CHALLENGES AND SUCCESSES
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Challenges
Downtown Traffic Congestion
1. PM Peak Congestion

2. Two state highways through Central Business District (CBD). Topography limits some options.

3. State highways are truck routes. Trucks can exacerbate congestion and contribute to noise.   

4. Ring Road Concept: Arterial/Bypass Studies (primarily development driven)

SR 276 – North Bypass (WSDOT Right-of-Way) 

South Bypass (SE Quarter – Pioneer Hill)

Golden Hills Drive Route Development (SW Quarter – Sunnyside Hill)

Northwest Ring Road Study (NW Quarter – Military Hill)

Northeast Ring Road (NE Quarter – College Hill) – Complete in 2002

5. Washington State University – Long Range Plan: close portion of Stadium Way

6. Funding for Ring Road sections.





Successes
Central Business District
1. Central Business District (CBD) Master Plan – completed February 2020

2. CBD Pop-up Demonstration: Summer/Fall 2020 (ongoing)

3. Complete Streets Ordinance – completed March 2020



1. City Council Goal
2. Steering Committee Formed
3. RFP and Consultant Selection – BDS Planning & Urban 

Design
4. Lentil Festival Booth – Citizen Input
5. Stakeholder Interviews
6. Charrette: 3 days
7. Final CBD Master Plan Developed 









COMPLETE STREETS



Successes
Pedestrian and Bike Trails
1. Many miles of bike and pedestrian trails added to City in last twenty years.

2. City Council/Citizen recurring goal

3. Recent example – 2007 Bond Fund, 2018 Bond Fund 

4. City planning to complete a Bike/Pedestrian Master Plan in near future



Challenges 
Funding
1. Revenue from the City’s Street Fund can not keep up with existing pavement maintenance, so 
finding funding sources (grants) for CBD improvements and bypass improvements is very 
important to completing these projects.

2. We currently rely heavily on grants (TIB, Federal STP and other, etc.) to do much more than 
basic street operations and maintenance. 

3. Gas tax revenue fairly flat.
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