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Active Transportation

New Division at  WSDOT



TODAY’S SUBJECTS

• Trends and issues
• How Active 

Transportation fits in 
WSDOT

• Vision, Mission, Goals
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A permanent bicycle/pedestrian counter being installed on 
the trail behind Redmond City Hall.
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BIKING AND WALKING ON THE RISE

1.6 million



BIKE/WALK COMMUTING

2008-2012 Census
1. Pullman: 25.9%
2. Seattle: 12.5%
3. Bremerton: 12.3%
4. Bellingham 12.2%
5. Walla Walla 11.8%
6. Olympia: 8.5%
7. Bainbridge Island: 8.0%
8. Redmond: 5.6%
9. Bellevue: 5.1%
10. Wenatchee: 5.1%
11. Spokane: 4.7%
12. Everett 4.6%
13. Tacoma; 4.5%
14. Lynnwood: 4.1%
Results WA goal: 29% of commutes 
not drive-alone by 2020 (walk + bike 
+ transit + rideshare)
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MOBILITY ON CROWDED STREETS
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BIKES MEAN BUSINESS

Economic value of bike travel reaches small towns and 
rural areas.
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>$3,100,000,000



ACCESS TO OPPORTUNITY

20-30% of Washingtonians don’t have access to a 
personal vehicle for everyday transportation.
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WSDOT FOCUS AREAS

Practical Solutions
• Moving PEOPLE and 

GOODS
• Cost-effective approaches
• Power of induced demand

Inclusion
• Access to opportunity
• Safety issues highest in 

poorest areas

Workforce development
• Forward-looking agency will 

fare better in competitive 
market
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ORGANIZATIONAL 

STRUCTURE

• Aligns with Public 
Transportation, Aviation, 
Rail/Freight/Ports, 
Multimodal Planning, Local 
Programs within WSDOT

• Local Programs Safe Routes 
and Bike/Ped staff shifted 
along with prioritization of 
these grant programs to this 
Division. Administration of 
the grant program remains in 
Local Programs. 

• Collaborate with other 
Divisions and Regions.
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VISION

WSDOT treats biking and 
walking as essential 
transportation; as a result, 
Washingtonians of all 
ages and abilities feel free 
to choose biking/walking 
to get where they want to 
go and safety measures 
improve for everyone.
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MISSION

Strategically integrate 
bicycling and walking into 
business practice and 
investments for our work 
and that of our partner 
agencies to promote 
sustainable, active 
transportation for all ages 
and abilities.
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PERFORMANCE 

MEASURES

FHWA: NEW performance 
measures going into effect
Trips: Reduce drive-alone trips. 
Safety: Reduce serious 
injuries/deaths for bike/walk 
trips.
Results WA
Trips: Reduce drive-alone trips; 
achieve 29% by 2020. 
Currently on track.
Safety: Reduce deaths of 
people walking/biking to ZERO 
by 2030. Not currently on 
track.
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GOALS

Aligned with FHWA goals 
for bicycling and walking:
• Networks
• Trips
• Safety
• Equity
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NETWORKS

Focus: Lead development 
of a coherent, comfortable, 
complete network for biking 
and walking.
Definition: Interconnected 
pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities—which may include 
safe crossing opportunities, 
sidewalks, on-street bike 
lanes, multi-use paths, and 
trails—that enable people to 
get where they need to go.
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TRIPS

Focus: Increase the 
number of people who 
bike/walk for everyday 
trips, commuting, and 
other purposes.
Definition: Commute-only 
(20%) or…. 
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SAFETY

Focus: Eliminate fatal and serious 
injury pedestrian/bicycle crashes 
while reducing the overall number 
of crashes involving people 
walking/biking.
Definitions: Ample space for all 
types of travelers, direct access to 
destinations, clear 
signage/wayfinding and markings, 
ADA accessibility, adequate signal 
crossing opportunities and time, 
crossing treatments based on road 
characteristics, good visibility, 
traffic control to reduce/maintain 
vehicle operating speeds where 
people are likely to be 
walking/biking.
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+19%
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2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

2016
(prelimi

nary)

Bicyclist
Fatalities** 9 6 11 12 11 7 14
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Bicyclist 
Serious 
Injuries

109 116 114 109 81 102 106 135

Pedestrian 
Deaths**

62 63 69 75 50 78 86 89

Pedestrian 
Serious 
Injuries

289 292 288 337 260 306 282 360

All Traffic 
Deaths**

492 460 454 438 436 462 551 537

All Traffic 
Serious 
Injuries

2,646 2,482 2,136 2,200 1,915 2,000 1,944 1,895



EQUITY

Focus: Lead development of 
connections that provide access for 
all regardless of ability, income, 
race, and other human 
characteristics.
Definition of transportation 
equity: Providing access to 
affordable and reliable 
transportation to fairly meet the 
needs of all community members, 
particularly traditionally 
underserved populations. 
Biking/walking: Ensure that all 
communities have access to safe, 
convenient and comfortable 
walk/bike spaces that are well-
connected to the broader network, 
as well as to the transit system.
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DOING THE WORK

• Capacity building for 
practice and process
• Focus, direction, 

coordination, training, 
process improvement

• Policies and plans
• Update Statewide Active 

Transportation Plan (last 
one 2008 cover date)

• Data
• Identify and address gaps
• Provide analysis

• Research
• Best practices guidance
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QUESTIONS?

For additional information about the Active Transportation 
Division, please contact:

Barb Chamberlain, Director
(206) 716-1130 or ChambBa@wsdot.wa.gov
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