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Who is the Washington State
Transportation Commission?

An independent, seven-member body of citizens appointed by the Governor for six-
year terms — three from east of the mountains and four from the west. The WSDOT
Secretary and the Governor’s Office serve as non-voting members.

Roles and Responsibilities

* Proposes transportation policy and finance
recommendations to the Governor and Legislature.

e Serves as the State Tolling Authority, adopting state
highway and bridge tolls, and setting fares for
Washington State Ferries.

* Develops and issues a comprehensive, balanced 20-year statewide transportation plan.

e Conducts a statewide outreach program to gather public input into state transportation
policy; to promote transportation education; and to gain understanding of local and
regional transportation needs and challenges.

* Provides a public forum for transportation policy development.









Statewide Transportation Revenue
2017-2019 Biennium (est.)







State Gas Tax Breakdown



The Present: Local Transportation Revenue
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The Present: Personal Spending



Good News: State Economy is Booming

Bad News:

* Increasing Debt Burden

 Inadequate Investment in
Preservation

« Traffic Is Overwhelming

* Not Everywhere |Is Growing



Making Big Capital Investments --
But Not Spending Enough on Preservation



State Transportation Debt is Growing

At 49.4 cents per gallon, Washington’s gas tax is second highest in the nation.
Bonds have been issued against most of the recent increases to expand the

highway system. By 2028, 74% of gas tax revenue going to the state will be
turned over to bondholders.







2018 Reflections and Recommendations




2018 Reflections and Recommendations

Best Practices

Increase revenue dedicated to
safety education and
enforcement activities

|dentify resources to remove
critical fish barriers from transportation facilities

Develop a transportation equity analysis toolkit

Efficiencies

Reduce unnecessary permitting delays, especially on preservation and
maintenance projects where the potential for environmental impact is minimal

Manage transportation systems to improve highway and road operations

Catalog transportation performance measures currently monitored at the state
and local level to reduce gaps and duplication



2018 Reflections and Recommendations







The Importance of Tolling and Fares

Toll revenue pays for debt, maintenance, and
operations for each tolled facility. Tolling generated
over $192 million in FY 2018.

 Build a project: $735 million Tacoma Narrows Bridge
« Manage traffic: 1-405 Express Toll Lanes
 Build a project and manage traffic: SR 520 Bridge

Newest toll facilities:
 |-405 Express Toll Lanes from Bellevue to Lynnwood
« SR 99 Tunnel (tolling begins late summer 2019)

Future tolling authorized:
« SR 167 to Port of Tacoma and SR 509 to I-5.
» [|-405 Express Toll Lanes from Bellevue to Renton.

Ferry Fares will raise $382 million in 2017 — 2019
biennium, covering about 75% of WSF operating costs






Washington Transportation Plan
2040 and Beyond
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How Will Technology Impact Transportation,
Land Use, the Economy, and the Environment?

More sprawl? Longer commutes?

Big parking lots not needed?

Prioritize and manage curb space?

Congestion pricing? Or surplus roadways?
Mobility as a Service? Less Public Transportation?



Transportation is paramount
to our state’s resiliency.

Increasing frequency of severe weather
events and disruptions due to climate
change will tax resources, infrastructure,
and services.

Transportation is critical to:
* Emergency response

* Societal recovery

* Business continuity






https://waroadusagecharge.org/



https://waroadusagecharge.org/







« 2,000 participants

were selected from a
pool of nearly 5,000
from around the state
to achieve geographic
and demographic
balance.

The Pilot tested the
technology against
out-of-state travel
between Oregon,
Idaho, and
Washington, and travel
between Washington
and British Columbia.
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http://www.wstc.wa.gov/

