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Who is the Washington State
Transportation Commission?

An independent, seven-member body of citizens appointed by the Governor for six-
year terms — three from east of the mountains and four from the west. The WSDOT
Secretary and the Governor’s Office serve as non-voting members.

Roles and Responsibilities

Proposes transportation policy and finance
recommendations to the Governor and Legislature.

Serves as the State Tolling Authority, adopting state
highway and bridge tolls, and setting fares for
Washington State Ferries.

Provides a public forum for transportation policy development.
Develops and issues a comprehensive, balanced 20-year statewide transportation plan.

Conducts a statewide outreach program, including on-line surveys to gather public input
into state transportation policy, to promote transportation education, and to understand
local and regional transportation needs and challenges.
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Washington State Transporation Revenue
2015-2017 Biennium (est.)







Gas Tax Breakdown



Local Transportation Revenue



Personal Spending



Revenue Uses — 2015 Connecting Washington Package



WHAT % OF WA STATE’S PORTION OF GAS TAX REVENUE GOES TO DEBT SERVICE PAYMENTS?*
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*This chart is based on Net Fuel Tax Revenue and Debt Service projections per the Nov 2015 Forecast.

- For this chart, debt service only includes debt first payable by the fuel tax. This excludes SR 520 corridor debt service (first payable by tolls), but includes
Tacoma Narrows Bridge debt service (reimbursed by tolls).

- WA state’s portion of fuel tax revenue in this chart does not include all fuel tax revenue pledged for debt service. For example, also pledged for debt service is
revenue distributed to cities & counties, and beginning in FY 2019, revenue from select vehicle fees (for selected projects).



Improving Vehicle MPG Erodes Gas Tax Revenues

Conservative forecasts: Washington’s vehicles will reach 35 MPG by 2035 —

a potential 45% reduction in gas tax revenue per mile driven.
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WTP 2035 Strategies and Recommendations




WTP 2035 Key Messages
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HOV & transit



High Occupancy Toll (HOT)

* Allows non-HOV drivers to buy into the HOV
lanes.

« Toll rates dynamically adjust to reflect traffic
conditions, aiming to average at least 45 mph,
95% of the time in peak hours.
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wstc.wa.qov



http://www.wstc.wa.gov/

