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The  mission of the 
Washington State Potato 

Commission is to serve the 
potato growers and potato 

industry of Washington 
State by facilitating the 
awareness and value of 

Washington state potatoes.  
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Chris Voigt, Executive Director The Healthy Potato 
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It’s a Family Affair… 
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Washington Grown 
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Potato Varieties & Locations 
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Washington State Production Summary 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Potato Producing States  

1. Idaho: 316,000 acres 

2. Washington: 170,000 acres 

3. Wisconsin: 63,000 acres 

4. North Dakota: 80,000 acres 

5. Colorado: 54,300 acres 

6. Oregon: 39,900 acres 

Total for the US 1,061,900 on Average 

 

 

Potato Facilities; Fresh, Frozen, Chips, Dehy 

 

  About 1/3 of all US potato exports are from 

      Washington State 

 

  9 out of 10 Washington potatoes marketed 

      outside state 

 
  87% of potato crop processed 

   88% frozen,  

   8% dehydrated  

   3% chipped,  

   1% other processing 

 

  13% of potato crop sold fresh 

 74% russets 

 16% red 

 5% white 

 5% yellow  
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2014 Freight Mobility Plan - Potato Supply Chain  



Thank You! 
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Transportation Modes 

  Refrigerated containers 

  Some non-stop railway 

  Primarily rely on trucks 

  Field to storage or processing facility 

  Storage to market or processing facility 

  Processing facility to ports and markets 

Infrastructure Investments 

  Supported Transportation Funding Package 

  11.9 cent gas tax increase 

  Badly needed infrastructure investments 

  I-90 East of Snoqualmie Summit 

  Gateway Project 

o Port of Tacoma (SR-167) 

o Port of Seattle (surface congestion) 
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Policy Legislation 

  New Generation Wide Based Singles (HB 1486)  

  Ag vehicles – Overweight exemptions (SSB 6265) 

  Understand concerns about pavement wear 

  Increased overlays 

  Indeterminate fiscal note 

  Hope to work with WSDOT staff during interim  

NGWBS (HB  1486) 

  Technological advances since “super singles” 

  Legal but not to manufacture’s sidewall rating 

  Inconsistent with neighboring states 

  Presents challenges for interstate commerce 

  Potential benefits… 

  Safety 

  Economic 

  Environmental 

  New Federal Highway Administration Study 
 

 

  2000 pound buffer GVW limit 

  No scales in the fields @ harvest  

  Moisture & dirt big variables 

  Short distances to storage or processing 

  Excludes interstate highways & bridges 

Weight Limits for Ag Commodities (SSB 6265) 


