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$300,000 to conduct a study of oil shipment through the 

state. 

 

Study purpose is assess public health and safety , and 

environmental impacts. 

 

Study must provide data and analysis of statewide risks, 

gaps, and options for increasing public safety and 

improving spill prevention and response readiness.  
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Bakken Oil Fields 

•BP Refinery (Cherry Point) 
•Phillips 66 Refinery (Ferndale) 

Columbia Pacific  (Clatskanie, OR) 

•Tesoro –Savage 
•Nustar (Vancouver) 

Coastal Atlas 

•Tesoro Refinery 
•Shell Puget Sound Refinery (Anacortes) 

US Oil and Refining (Tacoma) 

Sound Targa Terminal (Tacoma)  

•Westway Terminal  
•Imperium Bulk Liquids Terminal 
•Grays Harbor Rail Terminal (GHT) 

Refinery Terminal  

Legend 

Refineries & facilities (existing & proposed) for 

crude oil by rail – June 2014 









 
 



RESEARCH 

PRELIMINARY 

DRAFT TO 

GOVERNOR 

 

DRAFT REPORT 

TO GOVERNOR 
 

JULY 2014 OCT 2014 DEC 2014 FEB 2015 MAR 2015 

 

FINAL  

REPORT TO GOVERNOR 

 

JAN 2015 

SALISH SEA 

WORKSHOP 
 

OUTREACH 
 



 

• Connects the recent Salish Sea traffic 

studies, including this Oil Transportation 

Study 

• Report from the Workshop will become 

appendix in the Study 

• Focus here is marine only: Only marine 

aspects from oil transported by rail 



 



• Prevent derailment through track 

inspection 

• Reduce speed 

• Safer tank car standards 

• Crew/manning standards 

• Crossing safety 

• Better identification of CBR and hazmat 

cargo on trains 

• Rail safety committee 

Rail Prevention 



• Prevent vessel casualties and spills by 

building on previous systems (e.g., VTS and 

ANT systems, harbor safety committees, 

rescue/escort tugs) 

• Reduce human error/Improve Situational 

Awareness 

• Protective fuel tanks, bunkering, speed 

• Enhance VTS, piloting, Facility/Rail/Marine 

• Voluntary Best Achievable Practices 

• Continue and expand VTRA studies to 

follow CBR and future changes 
 

Marine Prevention 



• Comprehensive response plans for rail 

• Increase emergency response 

capabilities (for example, equipment, 

local emergency plans) 

• Increase training of responders 

• Update geographic response plans 

 

Rail Response 



• Enhance response capabilities in target 
areas where oil will/may be transported 
by rail 
– Salish Sea (Puget Sound), Grays Harbor, 

Columbia River, WA Coast 

• Response capability for new crude 
types based on geography/waterway 

• Response capability for potential future 
changes in vessel traffic 

 

Marine Response 



• State authority to regulate rails limited, but 

state can have input to federal rulemaking 

process and consider potential for higher 

standards within state. 

• Contingency planning related to facility 

definition. 

• Ensure limits of liability are adequate. 

 

 

Rail Preparedness 



• Preparing and update marine geographic 

response plans to reflect changes in facilities 

and marine/rail traffic characteristics. 

• Ensuring response equipment is appropriate 

for that operating environment. 

• Spill response equipment caches. 

• Contingency planning related to facility 

definition. 

• Ensure limits of liability are adequate. 

 

 

 

Marine Preparedness 



 
 



 

Scott Ferguson, Prevention Section 
Manager 

scfe461@ecy.wa.gov 

 

www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/spills/Oil
Movement/index.html 
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