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What is the State Investment in Public Transportation?
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

State $$ Federal $$ Local $$ 

Buses $87 million Capital Operating 
 

Intercity Bus 

Commuter Rail 
 

Capital 
 

Light Rail  
 

Capital 
 

Amtrak 
 

$56 million $435 million 
 

Ferries 
 

$903 million $118 million Fares: $328 
million 

Vanpools 
 

$6 million Operating 

Paratransit* $25 million 

Operating

*Does not include $60 million federal funds for Medicaid transportation.  

WSDOT Public Transportation 
Division Investments  
2013 – 15 Biennium 

 
Regional Mobility Grants $50,000,000 
Commute Trip Reduction    $3,900,000 
Vanpool Investment Program    $6,000,000 
Special Needs Transportation  $25,000,000 
Rural Mobility Program  $17,000,000 
Public Transportation Grants  $26,000,000 



State Interests in Public Transportation 

Generalized 
transportation

Specialized 
 Transportation 

Paratransit 
Student transportation 

Connecting places 
Serving primary corridors 
Safety net system 

Peak commuter routes 
Congestion reduction 

• The state has an interest in the effectiveness and efficiency of public transportation. 
• The state has an interest in improving mobility, safety and security of the transportation 

network. 
• The state has a goal of reducing carbon emissions and improving the health of citizens 

and communities.  



Local Transit Agencies 



WSDOT Intercity Bus Program 



1. Transportation Integration—In each WSDOT region, and where necessary at the sub-region, 
institute a new regional integration role to better integrate public transportation into state 
transportation planning and programming activities and to foster greater partnerships between the 
state and public transportation providers. 
2. Policy Refinement—Develop, enhance and revise policies that promote the use of public 
transportation, maximize its effectiveness and eliminate barriers to its use. 
3. Refocus Resources—Assess the adequacy of funding sources, reevaluate the focus and distribution 
of existing state funding resources, evaluate increasing existing state revenues, and in the long term, 
provide new resources to meet statewide public transportation needs. 
4. Align Reporting—Align reporting and data collection with the federal process, consolidate public 
transportation planning and reporting processes and focus on identifying overall trends in order to 
provide a more useful and comprehensive picture of public transportation. 
5. Focus on Performance—Develop a consistent set of measures that are applied to all state, regional 
and local public transportation modes and integrate those into the state’s transportation reporting 
framework to enable policy leaders to identify public transportation trends in the broader context of 
the overall transportation system and goals. 

Recommendations: JTC Report on State Role in Public Transportation 
 January 2011 


