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Bellingham, WA  
 

  
Whatcom’s  Regional Center 

 

• City limits = 81,360 residents 
 

• Urban Growth Area = 11,000 pop. 
 

• 45% Whatcom County 201,140 pop. 
 

• Seat of Whatcom County government 
 

• 18 of Top 25 employers in County 
 

• Bellingham International Airport 
 

• 3 universities (WWU, WCC, BTC) 
 

• Major regional hospital (St Joseph) 
 

• Restaurants, Pubs, Social Places 
 

• Theaters & performing arts centers 
 

• Parks and Recreational Facilities 
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Origin-Destination Traffic Flow 
(Summer ‘13) 
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Freight Mobility 
Linking State Routes & I-5 
to industrial areas:  

 
• International Airport 
• Irongate Industrial Area 
• Bellingham Waterfront 
• Fairhaven Shipyards 
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Land Use Goals  
Compact mixed use  
“Urban Villages”  
 - Downtown Bellingham 
 - Old Town Village 
 - Samish Way Village 
 - Fountain District 
 - Fairhaven District 
 - Barkley Village 
 - Future Waterfront District 
 

All are well- connected with  
 

 High-frequency (15 min) transit 
 ADA Pedestrian Sidewalks 
 Marked Arterial Bike Lanes 
 Multi-use “Greenways” Trails 
 Multimodal Arterial Streets 
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Regional Transportation Projects 
 Completed Projects (COB & WSDOT) 

 
• Sunset Overpass (2 to 5 lanes) $7.6 m 
• Sunset/SR542 (2 to 5 lanes) $9.6 m 
• Samish Overpass (2 to 5 lanes) $5.2 m 
• Northwest/I-5 on-off ramps $4.6 m 
• W. Bakerview (2 to 5 lanes) $12.3 m 
• Ohio/King/I-5 on-off ramps $1.5 m 
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West Bakerview/I-5 
Multi-Agency Public-Private Partnership 
Funding Partners: City of Bellingham, Port of Bellingham, 
WSDOT, Whatcom County, TIB, Fred Meyer (Private) 
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New Northbound On-Ramp (East side of I-5) 
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New Orchard Street Connection 
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Lincoln Street Park-N-Ride Sidewalk Improvements 
(Lincoln: Maple to Byron east side sidewalk) 
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Downtown Waterfront - Infrastructure 
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Regional Transportation Planning 

• Comprehensive Planning Process 
• Bakerview to Grandview Transportation Analysis 
• Multi-jurisdictional Transportation Mitigation 
• Waterfront Redevelopment 
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North Bellingham Planned Transportation
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Summary… 

• Complex Transportation Issues 
• Regional Planning/Partnerships 
• Transportation Funding Needs 

– Partnerships 
– Federal/State Funding 
– Local Options 
– Protect Existing Funding Options 

 Eg. Public Works Assistance Account 
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