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Reduce fatal & serious injury crashes by 
targeting run off the road and cross 
centerline crashes. 

Objective of Rumble Strips 
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Shoulder Rumble Strip Policy 
Background 

• Shoulder Rumble Strips installed on the shoulders of 
Interstate Highway starting in mid 1990’s 

– Policy Established in 1997 
• Required on rural interstates 
• Considered on other divided highways 

• In early 2000’s experimental locations were installed on a 
few miles of undivided highways 

• In 2001 WSDOT began working with bicycling groups - 
evaluating shoulder rumble strips on undivided highways 

– Policy Established in 2003 
• Strategic approach – site specific decision – criteria driven 
• Crash experience balanced with bicycling concerns 
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• In 2004 WSDOT evaluated centerline rumble 
strips using a benefit/cost analysis 

• Analysis indicated a highly favorable safety 
investment 

– Program initiated in 2004 
– Programmatic approach - entire highway network is 

considered 

Centerline Rumble Strip Policy 
Background 
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Installations 

• Shoulder Rumble Strips 
– Interstate and other divided Highways – still installing 

– mileage not tracked 
– Undivided highways – 344 miles to date 

 
• Centerline Rumble Strips 

– Undivided Highways – 2,732 miles to date 
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