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Building on Previous Plans 
2006 Statewide Rail Capacity and System Needs Study, Washington 
State Transportation Commission: 
• The state should continue to participate in the freight and passenger rail systems 

where there are public benefits to Washington State, and businesses and 
communities in Washington. 

• Recommends policies, procedures and approaches to government and 
management of the state’s programs and assets to help make effective and 
responsible improvements to the rail system. 

• Points to, but does not recommend, specific improvements to the rail system. 
 
2010 Washington Transportation Plan: 
• Keep moving forward with incremental high-speed passenger rail improvements  
• Local transportation plans should protect rail corridors from encroachment by 

incompatible land uses and also provide for future expansion. 
• Participate in preserving and improving the rail transportation system where there 

are sufficient public benefits. 
• Identify and improve gaps in inter-modal connectivity for freight movement 
• Accommodate the needs of an aging population through universal design principles 

for all modes.  
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Plan Methodology 
• Establish the vision: what are we trying to accomplish?  

 
• Identify strengths and challenges: in what ways are we achieving the vision? What 

obstacles are keeping us from getting there? 
‒ Capacity analysis: highlights areas when action may be needed to 

accommodate anticipated demand 
o FRA requires rail system capacity analysis in state rail plan 
o Just one of many tools to assess needs and opportunities 
o Available capacity depends not only on infrastructure, but scheduling 

strategy, use of technology and other business decisions 
 

• Develop options: what strategies/projects will help us overcome the obstacles?  
 

• Evaluate and prioritize: how well do the strategies/projects work? What are the 
advantages and disadvantages? How much do they cost? In what ways do the 
strategies/projects support the vision? 
 

• Create recommended implementation plan: how do we implement the changes to 
achieve our vision? 
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2009 Freight Rail Plan: Issues and Needs 
• Rail abandonments and at-risk lines 
• Port access 
• Intermodal connectors 
• Capacity/bottlenecks  
• Clearances  
• Passenger rail 
• Heavy-axle load rail cars (shortline) 
• Competition 
• System preservation 
• Underserved markets 
• Emerging issues: 

 North-south corridor 
 East-west corridor 
 Positive train control 
 Dedicated high-speed passenger rail track 
 Inland waterway system 

109 projects  
 

Costs exceed 
$2 billion 

 
90% unfunded 
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Stakeholder Feedback – 
Freight and Passenger Rail  

• Improve the efficiency and reliability of existing rail services  
• Improve connections between rail and other modes 
• Strengthen rail as a competitive and environmentally-friendly transportation 

option  
• Maintain infrastructure in a state of good repair 
• Prevent loss of rail right-of-way 
• Encourage compatible land use development near rail infrastructure 
• Enhance safety on the rail and at at-grade crossings 
• Preserve and expand facilities and services to accommodate future 

demands 
• Develop inter-agency and public-private partnerships 
• Consider cost effectiveness and return on investment of public investments 

and monitor success 
• Achieve financial sustainability 
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