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Road Usage Charges (RUC)

A Road Usage Charge is
an alternative method of
collecting revenue from
drivers based on how
much of the road system
they use.
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Washington State is in the beginning stages of examining the
feasibility of a Road Usage Charge system.
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Primary Purpose for Considering Road User
Charge System in Washington
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reform: ™
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1920’s-era Taxing Mechanism — Gas Tax —
Must Evolve to Serve Tax Policy Objectives

Washington’s “User Pays” Transportation Tax Principle:
In the near future, how much gasoline cars burn will no longer be a close
approximation for how much of the roadway cars use. The nexus between
gas taxes paid and actual roadway usage will diminish sharply as vehicles
become much more efficient and are powered by alternative fuels.

Fairness and Equity Implications for Washington Residents:
Drivers of new, highly fuel-efficient vehicles will contribute less to the cost of
transportation infrastructure than owners of average or lower MPG vehicles.
Rural residents, older drivers and those with lower incomes will spend
disproportionately more of their income to maintain roadways.

Global Factors Unduly Affect Washington Roadway

Maintenance

Oil price spikes influence gasoline consumption. When gasoline consumption
drops, transportation accounts run short. Debt gets paid first, leaving
decreased funding levels for programs that rely on cash i.e., roadway
maintenance.
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Legislative Authorization to Investigate
this Funding Strategy

Transportation Commission to conduct Road User Charge Assessment..

$775k provided to the Commission to “determine feasibility of transmonlng from
the gas tax to a road user assessment system of paying for transportation.”

Research and analyze reports and data, and identify issues for policy decisions;
Make recommendations for the design of system-wide trials;

Develop a plan to assess public perspectives and educate the public on current
transportation funding system and options for a new system.

Transportation Commission must convene stakeholder Steering Committee to
guide work through June 30, 2013.

WSDOT to continue work assessing operational feasibility...

A

$225k provided to WSDOT for technical, administrative and operational Assessment,
to be carried out in coordination with Commission’s funded work.

Must consider technology, agency administration, multistate and federal standards.

Preliminary operational concepts will lay foundation for future system tests (subject
to future funding).
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RUC Project Oversight & Management
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Transportation Commission Department of Transportation

Road User Charge Steering Committee

Tom Cowan, RUC Chair, WSTC —San Juan County
Ann Haley, WSTC— Walla Walla
Dick Ford, WSTC — Seattle
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Road User Charge Assessment Work Plan

Washington State RUC Project Director

Sen. Anne Rivers (R — 18" district) - LaCenter Jeff Doyle, WSDOT Public/Private Partnerships €
Sen. Tracey Eide (D — 30% district) — FederalWay
Rep. Andy Billig (D— 3™ district) - Spokane Consulting Expertise: Policy Assessment

House R — appointment pending
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Curt Augustine, Alliance of Auto Manufacturers g C-mmn&
Meil Strege, Washington Business Roundtable E
Don Gerend, Councilman, City of Sammamish [C]
Pete Capell, Director, Clark Co. Public Waorks f Public
Rod Brown, President, Wash. Environmental Council .-E‘ - Opinion/information
Janet Ray, AVP Corp Affairs, AAA Washington c -1II BERK

. e Assessment
Tom Hingson, Director, Everett Transit 5
Matt Ewers, Vice President, Inland Empire Trucking
Kush Parikh, Senior VP, INRIX
- . Technical,
Paula Hammond, Secretary of Transportation, WSDOT ARTAGNAN Administrative and €«
Kurt Beckett, Chief of Staff, Port of Seattle Operational
Cynthia Chen, Assoc. Professor of Civil Eng., UW A:sessment

Sharon Nelson, past Chair of WUTC; past Board Chair,
Consumers Union; former member of Mational Energy
Paolicy Commission
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RUC: Policy, Technology, Operations
and Public Acceptance are Interrelated
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Determining Feasibility of Transition

to Road User Charge System

Work Plan Element;:

Legislative Requirement:

Key Issues:

Review RUC reports,
data

|dentify policy issues

Policy Assessment

Use of Revenues
Rate-setting

Gas Tax Transition
Privacy

Assess public

Public Acceptance

(demonstration or pilot)

perspectives/educate Cp)l;?rl]lizn /Information Consumer Choice
on current system and Assessment Equity and Fairness
future options
» Assess operational, Cost
technical and Compliance
administrative Technical/ Enforcement
feasibility Administrative/ Governance
Operational Jurisdictional Issues
« Recommend design for Assessment Reliability
system tests Complexity
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RUC Schedule and Key Deliverables

RUC Steering Committee Meetings:

September 13 (Seattle)

October 30 (Seattle)

December 4 (Olympia)

January 25 (Olympia)

March — June, 2013: exact dates TBD

Key Milestones:

Preliminary Feasibility Assessment
Report (12/4)

Preliminary Operational Concept
(12/4)

Preliminary Work Plan and Two-
Year Budget (1/25)

Final Report, including Public
Opinion Assessment (June, 2013)

Key Deliverables:

RUC Activities Synthesis Report
Feasibility Assessment Report
Preliminary Operational Concept

Public Opinion and Acceptance Report
Preliminary design for future Pilot Project

A
7_ Washi Stat
 / ’ De;al'tnlglt::l of Tfansportation

Task

Lionth
2012

2012

fug Sep oot Mov DerllTan Feb Mar dpr May Tun

1 Policy and Feasibility Assess meni®¥ork Flan

1
z

3

7R

10,

13.

14

1
2
5

4
8.

Eeporton BE1IC Ac Hwibes Eliewhere
Derelop Initial PolicyConcepts

and Objec tivas

Poliey Evaluatio n
Prelimminary Feas ibilit+ As sessment
Fepart

Preliminary Work[Flan and Bud get
for Teeo Yedrs

Derelop Projeet Conununications
Materials and Jawuary 2013 Legislative
Eriefing
Legislative /Executive Briefings
or Meetings
Eefine Poliey Analysis
Steering Comrnittes Meetings
11 Conunissionbeetings /5ubcommittes
Eriefings
Frojetlhfanagement. Team
2o nnuanie ations, and O 40
Final Fep ort

Public O pinionan d Informmation Assessment

Wentifs Fublie Spinion Considerations
Engage Market Bezsearch Prowider

FPhase 1 Focus Groups: Messaging
and General Eeactionto EIIC

Phase 2 Surrey
Tublic Opindon Assessment for Final Feport

-
—t

4
‘ *
-
ol 1]
| | |
juoml mem dowi| xolm h-]|
Fy | 4@ A& L] ;!

Technic al/Adminis tative ADperational

Hssessment

Derelop RUIC OperationalConeepts
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Questions?

Jeff Doyle, J.D.
Director of Public/Private Partnerships; and

State Project Director
Road User Charge Assessment

Washington State Department of
Transportation

(360) 705-7023
DoyleJ@wsdot.wa.gov

Partnerships@wsdot.wa.gov
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