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Source: WSDOT;  

Transportation 

revenue is 

limited, 

committed and 

doesn’t keep 

up with 

inflation and 

growing 

demand. 

 
Current funds 
are not adequate 
to meet basic 
maintenance and 
operation needs. 
 

* Of the 9½ cents, 8½ cents is used by the state for highway 
projects, 1 cent goes to cities and counties for improvements 
to streets and roads.  

per-gallon Washington state gas tax rate as of 
July 1, 2008 

261 specific transportation projects statewide*  
(2005 Transportation Partnership Projects) 

160 specific transportation projects statewide              
(2003 Nickel Package projects) 

Base gas tax 
 

Supports cities and counties for local roads 

Supports debt service to reduce bond debt that 
funded past highway and ferry projects 

Remains for maintenance and operations, as 
well as preservation, safety improvements and 
congestion-relief projects for state highways 
and ferries 

Funded 421 
projects, 

10,000 jobs 
annually 
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Washington ranked 7th among 
the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia for combined state 
and local gasoline taxes for the 
second half of 2011.  
Washington’s 37.6¢ tax rate is 
still lower than states with 
congestion problems similar to 
ours (Illinois 58.1¢, New York 
50.9¢, and California, 45.2¢). 
Nationally about half of states 
supplement from state general 
fund, including property taxes 
and other sources. 

The 18th Amendment to the 
Washington State 
Constitution dedicates motor 
fuel tax collections to 
“highway purposes.”  
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Source: * Employment Security Dec. 14, 2011; WSDOT Strategic Assessment 

A strong transportation system is needed for 

a strong, healthy state 

Transportation investments create jobs, spur recovery, create 
vibrant communities and position businesses for the global 
economy 

Transportation investment is not an option – it is a necessity. 
 Washington’s transportation system is big, complex and 

multimodal 

Comprehensive system connects roadways, airports, waterways and 
railways 
Local roads, highways, transit and rail options all work together to meet 
the demands 

 Population and economic growth will drive demand for 

investments in transportation 

Increased demands will impact all modes 
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Population: 
258,645   
3.81% of the state total 

 

Some 13,493 square miles. 
~ 20% of the state’s 66,583 sq. mi. 
 

Includes 4 counties  
 Chelan, Douglas,  
 Grant, & Okanogan 

and parts of 5 others,  
 Adams, Kittitas, King,  
 Skagit & Franklin 

 

38 Towns & Cities 
 

Legislative Districts: 
07th, 09th, 12th, 13th 

 

How Does North Central Region Fit in? 
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NCR includes Critical 
Transportation Corridors 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

6/18/2012 

US 97 border crossing at 
Oroville: 

• Highest personal vehicle crossings 
between the Cascades and 
Interstate 29 on the ND/MN border.  
 

• Highest truck crossing between the 
Cascades and US 95 in Idaho. 

 

• Has more volume than all other 
eastern Washington  crossings 
combined. 

 

• Has more traffic than US 95 in Idaho 
and Interstate 15 in Montana. 

 

• Nationally ranked #19 of 85 when 
you sort by passenger vehicles and 
#20 of 85 sorted by truck volume.  
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NCR Highway Construction Program 
has included significant projects over 

the last 10 years, but… 
 

13-15 program will be considerably smaller than recent  past 

15-17 program will be smaller yet 
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As Maintenance and Preservation 
Funding Shrinks… there will be more Chip Seals & 

less hot mix paving.   
• We currently chip seal 

routes with ADT’s of less 
than 5,000,  

• In the future we’ll chip seal 
routes with ADT’s of less 
than 10,000  25,000+. 
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Maintenance needs continue increasing from accident 
and weather response, to repairs and striping. 
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Nature presents 
many challenges 
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The Challenge of Winter Operations 

11 



6/18/2012 
…but not for traveling over US 2. 

December 30, 2011 – A good day for Skiing… 
 

12 



The 2012 Legislature 
provided some 
funding for select 
project design, but  
Construction will 
likely require new 
revenues. 

3-13-2012_cr 

For North Central Washington: 
1. Funding ($200,000) to continue design efforts on 

the Cascade Ave Interchange. 
 
 
 
 

    

3. Funding ($400,000) to do design work on the SR 
150 / No-see-um Road Intersection near Chelan.

The Legislature also directed WSDOT to transfer the 
land containing the Apple Capital Loop Trail to Douglas 
County and the City of East Wenatchee. 

  

 
 

2. Funding ($300,000) to do 
pre-design and coordination 
work of the SR 155/111 Spur 
Bridge (Central Street) in 
Omak. 
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Given limited funding, agency mission drives: 
• What is essential 
• What is core and what is not 
• Decisions regarding where, when and how 
 

Program, project, activity selection 
• Must be specific to agency mission 
• More critical / difficult than any time in recent memory 

Making Choices 
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Future improvements on the State 
Highway System 

• Reflects:  
 Legislative policy and expectations 
 Washington Transportation Plan 
 Connecting WA Task Force recommendations 
 Emphasis on Moving Washington strategy 
 MPO / RTPO / Tribal Plans 
 Corridor vision and performance 

• Recognizes & includes investment needs 
beyond just Mobility & Economic Initiatives 

• Statewide prioritization 
• Tighter fiscal constraint 
• Higher performance standards 

Driven by the Highway System Plan (30 year) state-owned 
facilities component of statewide multi-modal transportation plan. 
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For more information on the 
WSDOT North Central Region please contact: 

 
Dan Sarles, Region Administrator, 

at 509-667-3001 or Sarlesd@wsdot.wa.gov. 

Questions? 
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